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By: Orlando Laney    
 Back in September, two lanes were closed on 
the George Washington Bridge for a traffic study. This 
caused huge traffic jams and had disastrous conse-
quences for commuters, schoolchildren, and first re-
sponders. It took up to four hours for drivers to make it 
across the Hudson to Manhattan from Fort Lee or vice 
versa. A 91-year old woman died of cardiac arrest after 
paramedics arrived to help her five minutes late. What 
this has to do with New Jersey governor Chris Christie, a 
moderate republican and hopeful for the 2016 Republi-
can presidential nomination, people only had suspicions 
until December.  The New York Times obtained emails 
from Bridget Anne Kelly, a deputy chief of staff for Chris-
tie to transportation appointee and Christie high-school 
classmate David Wildstein. After Fort Lee’s mayor Mark 
Sokolich, a Democrat, had supported Christie’s Demo-
cratic opponent in the race for governor of New Jersey, 
Kelly sent a one-line email to Wildstein that read “Time 
for some traffic problems in Fort Lee.” Wildstein respond-
ed “Got it.” Those emails don’t directly prove anything, 
and Christie has since gone to the press to deny his in-

Strange scandal 
may ruin chances of 
2016 Presidential 
Campaign 

By: Julian Reina     
 When we put one of our five senses to use, sight, 
for example, it may cause a slight and almost impercepti-
ble trigger that can affect us emotionally and can even 
make us recall something from the distant past. An assort-
ment of colors can cause us to react differently in multiple 
situations. Particular colors reach us on levels from social 
to cultural angles; a color itself could connect to us on a 
personal level and influence our moods and perceptions. 
 Black is the color of authority and power. It is pop-
ular in fashion because it makes people appear thinner. It 
is also stylish and timeless. Black also implies submission. 
Priests wear black to signify submission to God. Some 
fashion experts say a woman wearing black implies sub-
mission to men. Black outfits can also be overpowering, or 
make the wearer seem unsympathetic or evil. Villains, 
such as Dracula, often wear black.    
 White is worn by brides to symbolize innocence 
and purity. White reflects light and is considered a summer 
color. White is popular in decorating and in fashion be-
cause it is light, neutral, and goes with everything. Howev-
er, white shows dirt and is therefore more difficult to keep 
clean than other colors. Doctors and nurses wear white to 
imply sterility.       
 Red is the most emotionally intense color, red 
stimulates a faster heartbeat and breathing. It is also the 
color of love. Red clothing gets noticed and makes the 
wearer appear heavier. Since it is an extreme color, red 
clothing might not help people in negotiations or confronta-
tions. Red cars are popular targets for thieves. In decorat-
ing, red is usually used as an accent. Decorators say that 
red furniture should be perfect since it will attract attention. 
The most romantic color, pink, is more tranquilizing. Sports 
teams sometimes paint the locker rooms used by opposing 
teams bright pink so their opponents will lose energy.  
 Blue is the color of the sky and the ocean, blue is 
one of the most popular colors. It causes the opposite re-
action as red. Peaceful, tranquil blue causes the body to 
produce calming chemicals, so it is often used in bed-
rooms. Blue can also be cold and depressing. Fashion 
consultants recommend wearing blue to job interviews 
because it symbolizes loyalty. People are more productive 
in blue rooms. Studies show weightlifters are able to han-
dle heavier weights in blue gyms.           
 Green is currently the most popular decorating 
color, green symbolizes nature. It is the easiest color on 

By: Krista Schubert    
 Miami Springs Senior High Students Ellen 
Scott (11), Luis Negron (12), Max Dunevitz (12), and 
Steven Winchester (12) were in for an interesting ride 
when their friend Jennifer Porres came up to them and 
asked if they would like to take a quick test – it would 
only take 5 minutes. They had no idea that if they did 
well on this test they would qualify for School Duel, a 
televised competition that measures the extensity of a 
student’s knowledge. Much like Jeopardy, School Duel 
is based on trivia ranging from subjects like astronomy 
to movie genres. Schools from all across Broward, Mi-
ami-Dade, and Palm Beach counties were eligible to 
compete, but MSSH was the only school from Dade 
that qualified – Go Hawks!    
 Their first competition against The King’s Acad-
emy was neck-and-neck to begin with and both teams 
had to endure a total of 4 rounds. This series consisted 
of the Warning Shot round which features 10-point toss 
up questions that may be answered by either team, the 
Joust which matches individual players head-to-head 
for a 10-point question, with the winner earning his/her 
team the chance to answer three more bonus ques-
tions worth up to 30 additional points, the Rapid Fire 
round, where teams try to answer up to ten questions 
in a sixty-second time limit, and the Final Showdown 
which consists of a series of toss-up questions, worth 
20 points each. In the end, the team to win with the 
most total points would advance to the quarterfinals. In 
addition, the person to answer the most questions 
overall would win the Chick-fil-A challenge and claim a 

prize of a free chicken sandwich from Chick-fil-A every 
week for an entire year!     
 During the show, the hostess would take the 
liberty to get to know the students by asking them fun 
questions to lighten the mood. She asked them to give a 
shout out to their favorite teacher and inquired what they 
would title a movie based on their life. Also to cheer the 
students on and keep them energized, the audience was 
there to give them a vigorous round of applause every 
time someone answered a question correctly.   
 Produced by Beacon TV and hosted by Lisa 
Lee, the first episode for this season was aired on Janu-
ary 30, 2014. Be sure to tune in later on this season on 
Thursday, March 27th to watch your very own Miami 
Springs Senior High compete against The King’s Acade-
my. If these students beat their opponents and advance 
on to the quarterfinals, the episode will be aired some-
time between late April and late May. Don’t miss out, 
Hawks! 

Photos: Krista Schubert 
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By: Christian Duran      
 We all hoped it was a cruel joke and that it wasn’t true when we 
heard the news of Paul Walker’s death. But sadly we all soon found out that 
this awful piece of news was anything but a joke. The bodies of actor Paul 
Walker and his friend Roger Rodas were found in the wreckage of a terrible 
car crash. Paul Walker's autopsy results released by the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Coroner's office Friday January 3, 2014 stated that Walker died from 
"combined effects of traumatic and thermal injuries." The report went on to 
say that the Porsche he and Roger Rodas crashed in was going approxi-
mately 100 mph. No traces of alcohol or drugs were found in either body. 
Walker had "multiple fractures throughout his body, including his jaw, collar-
bone and left upper arm." The report added that Walker's body was laying in 
a "pugilistic stance," as if he was bracing for impact.  Fan or not, everyone 
was deeply saddened and shocked by the death of the 40-year- old actor. 
Perhaps it is because of the irony of the actor who made his claim to fame in 
the "Fast & Furious" films to then lose his life in a car crash. Or maybe it is 
due to the fact that at the age of 40, his death was so unexpected. Fans 
hope Paul will be remembered by his roles and his philanthropy, not as a 
body in a burning wreckage  Friends of walker have been having a hard 
time dealing with the death their beloved pal. Such as fellow actor in the 
"Fast & Furious" films, Vin Diesel who has paid tribute to his late friend by 
sharing heart filled post and photos on Facebook. For example, "There was 
always moments of child-like laughter...We had accomplished so much by 
2013...P.s. The complexities of Brotherhood, and the painful void... of it's 
absence," shared Diesel on January 2, 2014 attached with a photo of the 
two actors sharing a laugh.   For some, the hardest part of this whole ordeal 
is knowing that Walker left behind a 15 year daughter. Meadow Rain Walk-
er, who had recently moved to California to be closer to her father, was said 
to be at the Reach Out Worldwide charity event waiting for her dad to arrive 
when the accident happened. Meadow shared this post on Facebook “When 
I was little he taught me to walk, taught me to smile and taught me to never 
give up. I loved him even before I knew what love was. He was my hero. My 
REAL life hero! He will always be in my heart! It brings tears to my eyes as I 
write this. You’re gone but not forgotten! R.I.P Dad!” Paul Walker was put to 
rest on December 14, 2013 in 
an intimate ceremony attend-
ed by family members and 
several co-stars.  The private 
ceremony took place at Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park in the 
Hollywood Hills. The "Fast & 
Furious" films will never be the 
same without the great Paul 
Walker. He will never be for-
gotten.  

Paul Walker’s ultimate demise  

By: Heather Fernandez  
 Jani McMath 13, was released from 
Children's Hospital in Oakland after being de-
clared brain dead. After undergoing a Tonsillec-
tomy (a process in which the tonsils are surgi-
cally removed), things took a turn for the worst 
and she began to suffer from severe bleeding 
and cardiac arrest. Before the surgery, Jani 
said that she was afraid that she was never 
going to wake up again. According to Jani’s 
uncle she was fine after the surgery and she 
asked for a popsicle because her throat was 
hurting. However, while she was being held in 
intensive care she started bleeding severely. 
Her family says she went into cardiac arrest, 
and days later it was announced that she was 
brain dead. Her parents raised over $50,000 to 
move Jani to an undisclosed location for safety 
purposes. Doctors wanted to remove her from 
the ventilators that were keeping her heart  
pumping. When Jani was released from the 
hospital, it was apparent that she was in ‘bad 
shape” because of poor nutrition during her 
hospital stay. Consequentially, she was given a 
dose of antibiotics to fight off infections. The 
hospital argued in court about removing her 
from the ventilator  and explained that Jani’s 
brain death occurred as a result of an absence 
of blood flow and electrical activity in her brain 
thus making her legally dead. But the family 
disagreed on disconnecting her. Jani’s uncle, 
Omaris Sealey, stated that the girl moves when 
she hears her mom speak or touch her. When 
the family asked about Jani’s movements, Sing-
er, the hospital spokesman, said its “quite com-
mon for the muscle of a dead person to move, 

Brain-dead girl released from hospital 
the eye and can improve vision. It is a 
calming, refreshing color. People wait-
ing to appear on TV sit in "green 
rooms" to relax. Hospitals often use 
green because it relaxes patients. 
Brides in the Middle Ages wore green 
to symbolize fertility. Dark green is 
masculine, conservative, and implies 
wealth. However, seamstresses often 
refuse to use green thread on the eve 
of a fashion show for fear it will bring 
bad luck to their senses.  
 Yellow is cheerful sunny yel-
low and an attention getter. While it is 
considered an optimistic color, people 
lose their tempers more often in yellow 
rooms, and babies will cry more. It is 
the most difficult color for the eye to 
take in, so it can be overpowering if 
overused. Yellow enhances concentra-
tion, hence its use for legal pads. It 
also speeds metabolism.  
 Purple is the color of royalty, 
purple connotes luxury, wealth, and 
sophistication. It is also feminine and 
romantic. However, because it is rare 
in nature, purple can appear artificial. 
 Brown is solid, reliable and a 
the color of earth and is abundant in 
nature. Light brown implies genuine-
ness while dark brown is similar to 
wood or leather. Brown can also be 
sad and wistful. Men are more apt to 
say brown is one of their favorite col-
ors. 

By: Bryan Gagne   
 South Africa’s first black president 
and he spent more than 27 years in prison 
due to his fight for racial integration in that 
area. Being the first black executive, he 
fought Apartheid reform and internal re-
sistance act. Beyond being a politician, he 
was a patriot who led the opposition for the 
egalitarianism. He was born on July 18, 1918 
in the village of Mvezo in Cape Province, as 
Rolihlahla Mandela. His 
patrilineality great grandfa-
ther (meaning on his fa-
ther’s side), was the ruler of 
the Eastern Cape Province, 
and one of his sons was 
named Mandela, and that 
became his surname late in 
life.   
 Gadla Henry 
Mphakanyiswa was Man-
dela‘s father, a local chief 
and councilor to the mon-
arch. He was a devotee to 
Qamata, and a polygamist 
(he had 4 wives). Nelson 
was one of the four sons 
and nine daughters he had, 
but he was born of the third 
wife Nosekeni Fanny and was also part of a 
Xhosa clan. Growing up, the young Man-
dela lived with 2 sisters and his mother in her 
kraal village (a small African settlement), 
Qunu. There he tended herds as a cattle boy 
and spent time with the other village kids. 
His mother was a devout Christian, and even 
though both of his parents were illiterate, his 
mother sent him to a Methodist school when 
he was 7 years old. Baptized a Methodist, 
his teacher gave him the forename Nelson. 
When he was nine, his father came to stay in 
Qunu where he died of what Mandela later 
believed to be a lung disease. He later cred-
ited his father for his stubborn “sense of fair-
ness” and “proud rebelliousness”, and he 
died when Mandela was 12. He earned a 

Bachelor of the Arts degree from the University of 
South Africa in 1942. He worked as a mine secu-
rity officer until his imprisonment in 1962, and in 
the final years of his imprisonment he earned his 
LLB in law, from the University of South Africa in 
1989. Up until that time he remained politically 
involved, and even formed the African National 
Congress Youth League. But on December 5, 
1955 in Africa, he was first arrested in a police 
swoop, where he was acquitted on trial, and 

again on August 5, 1962 for plan-
ning an armed struggle in London. 
In 1964 during what became 
known as the Rivonia trial, he was 
facing the death sentence for sab-
otage. During his moving “Speech 
from the Dock” he said some of his 
most powerful words words: 

 “I have fought against white domi-
nation, and I have fought against 
black domination. I have cherished 
the ideal of a democratic and free 
society in which all persons live 
together in harmony and with equal 
opportunities. It is an ideal which I 
hope to live for and to achieve. But 
if needs be, it is an ideal for which I 
am prepared to die.”  

 The next day him and the 7 other ac-
cused were sentenced to life in prison. While im-
prisoned for the next 25 years he left the ANC 
and declined 3 conditional offers of release. They 
re-elected Mandela as the president of the ANC 
soon after his release and he even won a Nobel 
Peace Prize with President FW de Klerk. On May 
10, 1994 he was inaugurated as South Africa’s 
first ever democratically elected President. He 
even married his third wife on his 80th birthday in 
1998. Nelson Mandela stepped down after one 
term in 1999. He continued to pursue his love of 
helping others through the many foundations he 
founded during his fulfilling life. He died in Johan-
nesburg South Africa, but his legendary devotion 
to the people he loved lives on. 

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela: Life and legacy 

Color from page 1 
its not a sign of life.” As they dealt with the case 
in the Alameda superior court, court documents 
and public commentary revealed that Jani was 
without a doubt brain dead. It was stated that, 
“No amount of prayer, no amount of hope, or  
medical attention will bring Jani back.” Paul 
Fisher Chief Pediatric  said that  she met the 
criteria of brain death. Fisher found that the 
girl’s pupils were fully dilated and showed no 
response to the light. Results from the test  pro-
duced enough data that shows there is no 
blood flow streaming to  Janis brain. After see-
ing Fisher’s report in court, the judge Guillo 
gave Jani’s family until January  7th to come up 
with a resolution but ruled to hold her on life 
support for the meantime. 

volvement and apologize for the 
behavior of his aides. Starting Jan 
16, two legislative committees will 
be investigating the issue and call-
ing on Christie’s staff to testify. The 
governor’s office is not likely to 
face serious charges, legal experts 
report, but civil suits from the citi-
zens and businesses hurt by the 
bridge closures could be pressed. 
Christie appealed to both Demo-
crats and Republicans as a presi-
dential candidate, but you may not 
hear more of him if this scandal 
tarnishes his reputation. Christie 
still has a rising career, but this 
fiasco may derail it. 

Scandal from page 1 

In an August 13 e-mail ex-
change, one of Christie’s aides 
wrote to Port Authority of New 
York : “Time for some traffic 
problems in Fort Lee.” 

The response: “Got it.” 
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By: Alejandra Ramos   
 Myls Dobson, only four years old, went 
through hell and back. In the last days of his short 
and grueling life, his caretaker had left burn marks 
and abrasions on his head, neck, face, and testi-
cles. There were bruises and numerous cuts made 
by an unknown object on his abdomen, legs, and 
wrists, lacerations to his fingers, scratches to his 
armpit, and bruises and scars on his back. The 
child was also critically malnourished. Dobson suf-
fered, “Horrific injuries sustained over a period of 
days,” New York commissioner William Bratton told 
reporters.     
 The caretaker of Myls Dobson, Kryzie 
King, 27, had pleaded not guilty in Manhattan crim-
inal court on charges of first-degree assault, first-
degree reckless endangerment, endangering the 
welfare of a child and lawful imprisonment. She is 
also being suspected of murder and likely facing 
additional charges upon the completion of the au-
topsy. King’s attorney, Bryan Konoski, sent out a 
statement saying, “My client is not charged with 
homicide at this time and she is presumed to be 
innocent of all allegations against her. I would tell 
everyone not to jump to conclusions at this time.” 
Police responding to the 911 call found Myls Dob-
son locked in a bathroom in King’s apartment. He 
was battered, lying unconscious and completely 
unresponsive on the floor. The child was pro-
nounced dead at St. Luke’s hospital at 1:52 p.m. 
The boy’s caretaker had told the police, the boy 
was dropped off at her apartment; she was the 
“child’s primary and sole caretaker” until the time of 
his death.      
 yls Dobson’s father was arrested a few 
months earlier for alleged bank fraud. The boy’s 
mother, Ashlee Dobson had lost custody of her son 
due to her inability to meet financial needs. Tony 
Herbert, the mother’s adviser had this to say, “The 
city of New York put the child in the care of the fa-
ther, who they knew was a felon. You open up a 
case and then you close it thinking everything is 
fine? No. That has to be answered. Who did that? 
Who authorized that?” King admitted to placing a 
hot rack from an oven against the boy’s right leg, 
leaving burn marks. The next day, she struck the 
boy with a belt five to six times. She allegedly tied 
the boy’s wrists and feet together with shoe laces 
and gagged him. Also, to continue on the torture, 
she left the young boy wearing only a t-shirt and 
shorts outside for a prolonged period of time in 
subfreezing temperatures. The cause of death is 
still in question and King is still waiting for her trial. 

Innocent child dies unjustly 

By: Illissa Llano 
 The Academy of Hospitality & Tourism (AOHT) 
students are always on the lookout for community service 
projects so it was no surprise to them when their lead 
teacher, Ms. Carranza, called some students in and 
asked them if they would be willing to help assemble tote 
bags for a convention. What did prove to be a big sur-
prise, however, was that their reward would not only be 
several hours of community service to add to their re-
sumes and college applications but also to have the 
amazing opportunity to see and hear Former Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton speak at the American So-
ciety of Travel Agents (ASTA) Global Convention being 
held at the Hyatt Regency Miami!  
 The Hyatt Regency Miami has always been the 
strongest supporter of the AOHT at Miami Springs Senior 
High. Last year they dedicated many Saturdays to reno-
vating an old classroom and transforming it into what we 
fondly call the ‘Hawk’s Nest Event Room’. This effort al-
lows the AOHT’s Event Planning class to acquire hands 
on experience in event planning as student set up and 
work at an array of events held by the various clubs, de-
partments and teachers at the school, such as lunch-
eons, special meetings, and even award ceremonies. So 
when convention leaders needed volunteers, once again, 
the Hyatt Regency Miami extended a wonderful oppor-
tunity to the AOHT students.  The ASTA Global Conven-
tion was being held at the hotel from September 16-19, 
2013 and called on several AOHT students to work on 

Sunday evening to assemble tote bags and see first hand 
what goes on behind the scenes to prepare for a huge 
global convention. 
 The following week, those students who volun-
teered to work along with all of the AOHT class officers, 
DECA officers and a few more select AOHT and iTECH 
students boarded a yellow bus and headed out to the 
Hyatt Regency Miami to be a part of the closing session. 
They learned about ASTA, which is “the leading global 
advocate for travel agents, the travel industry and the 
traveling public.” After being welcomed to the convention 
and being invited to speak to the professionals in the in-
dustry, they listened to the benefits of working with an 
experienced travel agent even though we are living in a 
technology driven society where most people are able to 
conduct much of their own travel research plans with the 
use of the internet. It was shared how this technology has 
been used by travel agents and the students listened to a 
lively panel discussion on the trends and business strate-
gies of giants in the cruise industry.   
 Viewpoints from Richard Fain, Chairman and 
CEO of Royal Caribbean, Kevin Sheehan, President and 
CEO of Norwegian Cruise Lines and Torstein Happen, 
Chairman of Viking Cruises were presented as they dis-
cussed the market research strategies and customer 
feedback that has driven the industry in the past few 
years. But the moment they were all waiting for came 
when the long awaited keynote speaker, Hillary Clinton, 
was introduced. 

 Former Secretary Hillary Clinton referred to travel 
agents as “dream makers” and thanked them for their com-
mitment and hard work in “developing society and culture by 
making travel possible”. She said the countless hours spent 
behind a computer screen trying to plan a trip could never 
compare to the personal attention given by a living, breath-
ing travel agent. She definitely should know about travel, as 
she noted she traveled to a record of 112 countries during 
her four years as Secretary of State. She delivered a very 
inspiring and personal speech about her public service and 
the very important role travel played in her efforts. She dis-
cussed her limited travel as a child in contrast to her exten-
sive travel as First Lady and the 67th U.S. Secretary of 
State. She shared the personal experiences that travel af-
forded her, such as meeting and working with Nelson Man-
dela and meeting a very special woman, Victoria, who was 
a true leader in South Africa as she integrated the rights of 
girls and women into the country’s public policies. She en-
couraged travel agents to continue to do an amazing job in 
serving the public with their travel needs and stressed the 
fact that only through travel can the ideal of diplomacy truly 
be shared throughout the world.    
 In closing, when asked what she thought it would 
take to have a “female” leader in our country, she said it 
would take the right woman to deliver this very important 
message. This left the students inspired and motivated to 
come back to Miami Springs Sr. to be change agents and 
share the impact that travel can have in changing personal 
lives and the world. 

AOHT meets Hillary Clinton at The Hyatt Regency Miami 
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By: Gabriela Llerena  
 All around the world, when peo-
ple wake up and want a piping hot cup of 
joe they stop by one of the biggest cof-
fee chains in America and around the 
world: Starbucks. I'm pretty sure by now 
nearly everyone has had at least one 
drink from there, whether it be a regular 
American coffee, a specialty latte, or one 
of their trademark Frappuccino's. I had 
my first taste of Starbucks when I was in 
elementary school on a cold night (or I 
should say chilly since we live in Flori-
da). I ordered a hot chocolate and I 
could have sworn it was one of the best 
cups of cocoa I had ever tasted! From 
then on I was hooked. I became part of 
the rage that was fueled by a simple 
bean. So then it progressed, from hot 
cocoa to Frappuccino's and finally, I 
made it my personal mission to try eve-
rything on the menu.  
 Starbucks is more than an ad-
diction, it's a sanctuary. Some place 
where a group can meet and do a pro-
ject or where you can curl up and read a 
book while drinking a white chocolate 
mocha latte. Where you can surf the 
internet (especially since there is free 
wifi ) and just watch the hours go by 
while drinking your favorite drink and 
eating a donut or a cake pop. And I think 
that's where Starbucks success is de-
rived from. They have built this business 
on the ideal that you can feel safe and 
find solace in your local coffee shop. 
That and their amazing menu!  
 So whether it's the loyal custom-
ers or the fact that they have every type 
of coffee under the sun, Starbucks is no 
doubt one of the country’s biggest suc-
cesses right now. And as far as I can 
see, Starbucks won’t be going out of 
business any time soon. 

Coffee Heaven  Cars in Cuba 

By: Arianna Rodriguez  
 If you’re a fan of technology I 
am sure you have heard about the new-
est devices on the market. So here’s the 
big question: “Which one do you prefer 
the IPHONE 5S or the SAMSUNG GAL-
AXY NOTE 3? .This has been a contro-
versial question worldwide in the past 
months. Although their prices are practi-
cally the same, these devices are poles 
apart. Starting with the size, I think it is 
safe to say that the Note 3 is very big in 
comparison with other phones; this one 
is about 5.7 inches, while the iPhone 5s 
is about 4.8 in height and 2.3 in width. 
As we all know the Samsung galaxy is 
an android and the iPhone is an Apple 
product. There is a new feature that has 
taken the iPhone to another level, you 
can unlock your phone with your finger 
print. The SAMSUNG has come up with 
new features too, when you buy a 

Dare to compare: IPhone 5S v. Samsung Galaxy Note 3  

By: Peter Cabrera   
 New cars being sold in Cuba, that’s 
unheard of! Well believe it or not, new cars 
are being sold in Cuba for the first time 
since 1959. On January 3rd, the Cuban 
government abolished the age old law limit-
ing the sale of new cars on the island na-
tion. If you ever wondered why most Cu-
bans are infatuated with vintage cars you 
now have your answer. The poor souls 
have been driving, repairing, and re-hauling 
our grandfather’s hot rods. This won’t 
shake up the roads in Cuba anytime soon 
because the state has a tight grip on the 
new car sale industry. Some potential buy-
ers say that the prices are marked up to 
almost 400% of their prices in other coun-
tries. For example a Peugeot 508 is listed 
at $262,000, while on the UK website the 
cars price is at a more reasonable $29,000. 
Before the reform, new cars could only be 
driven by Cuban citizens with a government 
permit. Most of the new cars on the Cuban 
highways were only driven by senior offi-
cials, top athletes, artist and anyone with 
enough money to purchase a permit on the 
black market. Now that sales are open to 
all citizens, the government is defending 
the steep prices of the cars. Cuban presi-
dent Raul Castro says the profits made 
from the cars will go towards public trans-
portation, but with the outrageous prices 
and the lack of wealth amongst the Cuban 
people it sounds like Castro’s reforms are 
bound to fail. Until the state lowers the pric-
es, things will remain the same. Not only 
will this change Cuban roads, but it will also 
change Cuban society. Before the new law 
cars were limited to the 1950 models like 
the cars you saw in old movies where 
cheeseburgers were a dime and Cokes 
were a nickel. And if they broke down, then 
what were you to do? You needed to get to 
work and support your family but couldn’t 
afford to have the state fix your car. So the 
only logical answer was calling one of 
Cuba’s part time mechanics. In Cuban 
there are men who are very experienced in 
fixing old vintage cars, and because of this 
skill live very well (for their standards). If 
the new cars become more affordable, 
these Cubans will be out of luck. If they 
want to keep repairing cars they will have 
to study and become extremely familiar in 
the cars systems and how they work. That, 
or they will have to give it up all together. 
Right now they have some time to realize 
what’s coming and prepare for it, either by 
studying the cars or finding another way to 
supplement their income. Either way, big 
changes are coming to Cuba. 

By: Krista Schubert  
 Recently HOSA students part-
nered with Anchor Club members to pre-
sent an anti-bullying assembly in which 
they educated the children at local ele-
mentary schools about the dangers of 
bullying and the measures that should be 
taken if they see it happening. HOSA 
came well prepared to each school with 
a power point presentation and interac-
tive elements that the kids were encour-
aged to participate in. They also in-
formed the students on how to distin-
guish what bullying really is and enlight-
ened them on the subject of repetitive 
behavior. The leaders of this team – 
Dilcey Coronado, Leidy Gonzalez, and 
Monica Jimenez – chose this topic as 
their community service project because 
they wanted the community to become 
cognizant of the real dangers of bullying. 
Statistics show that bullying is common 
mainly among youth during their school 
years and that 1 out of every 2 people 
have been bullied either verbally, physi-
cally, or socially. The bullying awareness 
team has created a goal that targets to-
day’s youth by enabling them to distin-
guish right from wrong and educates 
them on them on why bullying is such an 
important topic to learn about. “We want 
our community to be bully free, that is 
why we chose this topic”, said Coronado. 
They invited Anchor to join them on this 
worthwhile endeavor because they saw 
the enjoyable way that Anchor is able to 
convey a serious topic by performing 
puppet shows and recognized the value 
of this method. Through the use of these 
shows which are performed in a lively 
manner, Anchor is able to entertain kids 
and aid them in remembering key points 
on how to prevent bullying. By means of 
these enlightening puppet shows and 
educational presentations, the partner-
ship between Anchor and HOSA stu-
dents hopes to achieve invaluable re-
sults in the overall physical and emotion-
al welfare of the community’s youth.  

Anti-Bullying  
Assembly 

The world of 
AOHT through the 
eyes of a teenager  

phone it also comes with a clock. You can 
read messages and answer your calls 
through your touchscreen clock. You have 
3 colors to choose from for your new iPh-
one: black, white and gold. The Note 3 
comes in black and white as well. So if you 
are planning to buy one of these devices, 
you should take into consideration the pre-
vious things. They are both pricy phones, 
but every penny will be worth it for either 
phone. 

By: Anthony Reyes   
 After their Pre-season acquisi-
tions of Greg Oden, Roger Mason, and 
the return of the former second overall 
pick Michael Beasley, the three-time 
defending NBA Champion, Miami Heat 
started this season off with a great rec-
ord (25-8) despite injuries to their star 
shooting-guard, Dwayne Wade. In their 
debut this season, they rallied past the 
Chicago Bulls (107-95), despite the Bulls 
having a returning star in Derrick Rose. 
After such a great start, they shockingly 
lost their next game against the Philadel-
phia 76ers(110-114) as a result of the 
11th overall pick in the recent draft, Mi-
chael Carter-Williams, who had a histori-
cal NBA debut by nearly logging a quad-
ruple-double (22 points 12 assists 7 re-
bounds and 9 steals). They also have 
received a loss to their rivals and great-
est challenge in the Eastern Conference, 
the bruising Indiana Pacers. Entering the 
new year, the Heat are keeping a steady 
pace receiving a tough loss only to the 
Golden State Warriors in recent time 
(114-123).  They are focused on winning 
their third consecutive championship in 
their fourth straight finals appearance. 
Hopefully, they will continue to keep this 
pace and mindset to the playoffs and the 
All-Star break, where Chris Bosh is to 
participate in the Shooting Stars Chal-
lenge with NBA Legend Dominique Wil-
kins to defend his Shooting Stars title. 

Miami Heat’s 
lukewarm season 

By: Krystal Diaz    
 For years, readers young and old 
alike, have been perusing and admiring pic-
tures in travel magazines and books of fara-
way places that depict fabulous vacation 
sites. As a girl in my teens, I dreamt of visit-
ing Paris, London, Milan, Cuzco, the Arctic, 
etc. The "I wish I was there" saying has now 
been modified to "I can go there and I will 
go there". Ever since the Academy of Hos-
pitality and Tourism opened my eyes to the 
world,  I discovered not only where I can go 
on vacation but also how affordable it can 
be. It is preparing me for a job in the world's 
number one employer, and industry we are 
all going to use sooner or later.   
 Hospitality and tourism is a world-
wide industry that generates an estimate of 
four trillion dollars annually, according to the 
UN world tourism organization (WTO); the 
academy gives us the chance to be part of 
this lucrative industry. Ideally, tourism is a 
win-win arrangement. For example, the 
traveler escapes his normal routine and is 
pampered, entertained, or educated at a 
desired location. The provider of such ser-
vices, namely transportation, accommoda-
tion, and activities at desired locations gen-
erates profits which require good services. 
 The academy supplies up to date 
information an steaks it pupils to pursue the 
delivery of high quality service. As a result 
many employers in the local tourism indus-
try including managers of hotels, resorts, 
airlines, travel agencies, and other busi-
nesses that cater to travelers like to hire 
graduates of the Miami Springs Senior High 
Academy of Hospitality and Tourism. Not 
only does the academy provide training in 
tourism, it also aids those who are pursuing 
a career in event planning or simply desire 
to obtain an important life skill. It teaches us 
about how to plan events and what is need-
ed such as a venue, seating arrangements, 
food, decorations, etc. Diligent efforts have 
to be made in order to make the event a 
success. All this must be done within in a 
certain budget. This is what the academy 
teaches us.    
 As a junior in the academy I have 
much to plan, many parties to go to, and 
places to see. The academy has the annual 
black and white ball and numerous field 
trips that allow us to get to know the city 
that we live in, both of which are great op-
portunities that come with added benefits. 
For example, college recruiters come to us, 
instead of us going to them, we have AP 
classes in our curriculum that give us col-
lege credit which is beneficial. During the 
summer of our junior year we get hands on 
experience in a summer internship,  so 
when we get out of high school we already 
have some experience, and great training, 
which makes us competitive in the demand-
ing world of job hunting.   
 Let's be innovative, use our imagi-
nation, and maybe when we are out in the 
world, we realize: I've really enjoyed this 
ride. 
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Editorial 
 
By: Krista Schubert       
 Miley Cyrus, once an inspiring role model for little girls across 
the nation due to her lively and innocent show Hannah Montana in which 
she starred as a simple girl who doubled as a teen pop sensation, has 
abandoned her sweet little Disney persona in place of a new personality 
that leaves much to be desired. The name Miley has now become syn-
onymous with the short-haired, foam-fingered, genital rubbing, can’t 
keep her tongue in her mouth 20-year-old who advocates drug-use. Hey 
kids, Miley Cyrus is definitely someone worth imitating!  During 
her Disney days, Cyrus was the poster child for teen pop that hung on 
the pink walls of little girls’ bedrooms across America. She was the girl 
who had “the best of both worlds” and the girl who sang “Life’s What You 
Make It” but ended up making it raunchy instead of rock. Her 2013 VMA 
performance was a true testament to that, and to say that such a perfor-
mance was suggestive is an understatement. Her sick act consisted of 
stoned teddy bears as back-up dancers, a risqué wardrobe that did not 
flatter her body, excessive tongue lolling that resembled a panting dog, 
erotic genital touching with a foam finger, and a type of dance that the 
Nashville-born singer has yet to master: twerking. All of this coming from 
the starlet with modest beginnings who used to sing Ordinary Girl in front 
of a crowd of little children and adolescents.        
 Now, Miley freely encourages the use of certain drugs such as 
marijuana and MDMA (mollly) which she specifically mentions in the 
song lyrics of We Cant Stop, a song replete with drug references and 
accompanied by a music video so provocative that it had to be heavily 
edited by MTV UK. Oddly enough, back in 2009 Miley asserted “drugs 
are for idiots”, affirming she would never be THAT person and during the 
same year she reportedly said "I would never smoke. I always say that 
for me, smoking would be like smashing my guitar and expecting it to 
play. I’d never do that to my voice, not to mention the rest of my body; 
yet she was then seen smoking onstage at the EMAs. one truly per-
ceives Miley’s behavior for what it is, they will discover that the former 
Disney darling is purposely trying to be controversial in order to bring in 
more attention for herself - such an admirable tactic really. 
 The sad part is that people actually do admire her for her new 
facade and applaud her for being "different". However, others are not as 
blind and naive to her excessive addiction that is fame. In fact, many 
celebs have actually responded negatively to the some of her most re-
cent performances. The iconic singer Cher hit the nail on the head when 
she explained: "She can't dance, her body looked like hell, the song 
wasn't great, one cheek was hanging out. And, chick, don't stick out your 
tongue if it's coated." The singer P!nk had her own two cents to add by 
saying: "I think it's tacky. She can do what she wants. People can like it if 
they want. I'm not going to buy it. She can do better. I've seen her do 
better." The multiple Grammy-winning and legendary superstar Elton 
John called Miley "a meltdown waiting to happen". They couldn’t have 
said it better.  

Hannah takes a hike and Miley strikes 
By: Vanessa Gonzalez and Lydia Suarez 
 Panda Animal Clinic in Hialeah has recently 
made several appearances on the news. They have 
been accused of cruel, inhumane procedures. For-
mer clients are suing for negligence and malpractice 
which have resulted in the death of their beloved 
pets. Most animals that have been treated in Panda 
Animal Clinic have developed Gangrene. Gangrene 
is a serious and potentially life-threatening condition 
that arises when a considerable mass of body tissue 
dies; this usually occurs after injury or infection. 

Dr. Haydee Pérez-Tirse makes her employ-
ees “sanitize” their syringes, six former employees 
have confirmed such allegations that she does make 
them sanitize the syringes but she reuses the same 
needle even if they are bent, inflicting pain on the 
animal. She denies reusing the needles but admits to 
reusing syringes saying that they are perfectly fine 
after being sterilized and can be used one more time 
before being disposed of. One employee who asked 
for their face to not be shown and for their voice to be 
disguised said that they would want to use new nee-
dles because they didn’t want to be poking the ani-
mal three or four times because the needles were too 
bent to go into the animals skin. At Panda they had 
another veterinarian that always requested fresh nee-
dles to be used because they didn’t want the animal 
to endure pain because the needles were regularly 
bent and dull. It was also revealed that Dr. Pérez 
kept the syringes and needles in a ‘temporary’ con-
tainer that isn’t the typical container in which medical 
equipment is safely kept in order to be discarded. 
Such containers must have a bio-hazard sign on it 
and must have a non-reusable lid for safety accord-
ing to OSHA.  Allegedly, Dr. Pérez has an employee 
in charge of separating the needles from the syring-
es; there is a worker’s compensation claim from the 
year 2001 that states an employee stabbed herself 
while separating the needles from the syringes prior 
to sterilization. Dr. Pérez claims the lady purposely 
stabbed herself and she does not recall what she 
was doing at the time. Several former employees 
revealed that the animal’s well-being isn’t always Dr. 
Pérez’s main concern. 

Alicia Morgan, a former client recently took 
her seven-month-old cat LJ to Panda Animal Clinic to 
get LJ’s back claws removed—a routine procedure. 
However, this simple procedure ended up with some 
complications. They found a blood clot which hap-
pens often but once LJ got home she wasn’t eating 
and vomiting often. When they took LJ back to Dr. 
Pérez the cat had developed gangrene and was ex-
periencing renal failure. Dr. Pérez told Alicia Morgan 
that she should put LJ to sleep. LJ had her front 
claws previously removed in another facility and eve-
rything went fine. LJ had gotten all her shots and had 
a full check-up, she was perfectly healthy. “I put it to 
doctor Perez, you do the math, I bring you a healthy 
cat, you bring me a cat that’s dying, I think you did 
something wrong”.  Alicia Morgan is asking the veter-
inarian board to suspend Dr. Pérez’s license for a 
year, she isn’t the only one with accusations against 
Dr. Pérez. In the reports Alicia states that Dr. Pérez 
was ‘negligent and incompetent’ during the time she 
cared for LJ. 

The online reviews for Panda Animal Clinic 
aren’t the best either. Former client Jonathan M. took 
his cat to Panda for a routine procedure and his cat 
ended up with kidney failure and gangrene. A couple 
days later his cat died. He went back to Dr. Pérez 
and she denied any responsibility even though his 
cat was happy and healthy prior to the procedure. 
Another review states that yet another former client 
took their two dogs there, one ended up dying 36 
hours after their visit to Panda and the other dog is in 
the process of fighting an infection. They claim that 
contaminated needles were used with their pets and 
that was probably the cause of the infection of one 
and death of the other. They ended up with one dead 
dog and another sick dog, along with a bill for thou-
sands of dollars. Panda Animal Clinic is not a recom-
mended place to take your pets. It is unsafe, unsani-
tary and Dr. Pérez is not interested in the well-being 
of your pet. Even if it’s the nearest vet you have, DO 
NOT GO THERE!  Your pets will thank you.  

Panda Animal Clinic  
By: Iman Delrosario   
 It's not a mystery — drop-out rates 
are rising around the country and the sad 
truth is, the American school system isn't all 
that it used to be. I can guarantee that more 
than half of the adolescent population in our 
nation do not want to be in school. That is 
not to say that they don’t care about learning 
or education, but rather, that they don’t care 
for the kind that is being taught in schools. 
The younger generation nowadays is so 
keen on media entertainment, and not 
enough about what really goes on in the 
world. It’s a great and respectable thing to 
know Calculus and all forty four presidents, 
but at the end of the day, are those the kinds 
of things that make you ‘smart’? What 
should education be teaching kids, if not 
compassion and love for others of the hu-
man race?  Teachers overseas, are be-
ginning to crack down on international rela-
tions and cultural affairs as a method of 
making students more aware of the world 
around them. The goal of their projects is to 
allow students to understand the impact of 
what others are going through. America is 
left in the dust, however, continuing to focus 
on cumulative test scores, funding, and 
clearing their schools of those incapable of 
further 'instruction'. More and more students 
are finding themselves at a loss after gradu-
ation, wondering about taxes, budgeting and 
finance, authentic sex-ed, emergency medi-
cal training, sustainable living, and resumes, 
mostly along the lines of why their teachers 
spent nearly a decade of their lives giving 
lessons in what the curriculum allows and 
filtering out the real facts. If we can eliminate 
this common denominator, we have the po-
tential to create thousands of intelligent, 
broad-minded adults, better suited to living 
for themselves and their common man, than 
the default we've been dishing out, only ca-
pable of following instruction. Fixing our na-
tion is all about 'education' — the right kind, 
at least. 

Fixing Our Nation 
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Didn’t know that asking a question could lead to death 
By: Emelie Gerdes    
 "Call each other bad names behind the keys of a 
message board.", rapper and artist Mackelmore, says in 
his song, "Same Love". This applies to several social net-
works, and lately bullying has become most popular on 
the website "Ask.fm". Suicides, emotional, and even 
physical self harm have been caused by this website, and 
only now have they taken action against it. When the 
website first came out, many people quickly made it pop-
ular because it was linked to so many other social net-
works. Ask.Fm is used to anonymously ask people ques-
tions. You also have the option to ask yourself questions 
under anonymous, or leave your name, even when ask-
ing others questions. Quickly, you can see how users, 
and even non-users can take advantage of this. That's 
right, you don't need to be a user to ask questions on 
anonymous. This was the main factor causing this web-
site to have so much bullying, including abusive threats 
and hate messages. The "He Said, She Said" phrase 
came into place thus false accusations became more 
prevalent. Ask.fm has caused psychological problems 
amongst its users to run rampant. The network turned 
into a battle zone for hate. Action had to be taken against 
this, of course. An update was released taking off the op-
tion to ask questions on anonymous. Now that they've 
prevented people from asking on anonymous, they have 
lost a lot of users. There must be a loophole of course. 
You're right if you thought yes, and I found two.  You 
could go old fashioned, make a fake account, which is not 
encouraged. Your IP address could easily be tracked. 
The second recommended loophole, is not to use the 
update. Yes, that same feature is it's biggest downfall but 
also the only reason people use the website/app.  With-
out anonymous, it has gotten boring quickly. However, 
those who haven't updated may still use it. If you go 

online through a computer and don't make an account you 
can still ask questions on anonymous. When it's time to up-
date to the new iOS, if you have an iPhone, it automatically 
updates. This will also prevent twitter users from asking on 
anonymous.       
 So many pros and cons, but are they worth it? Social 
networks are temporary. That was proven with Facebook, 
and Ask. 2 or 3 years ago Ask was popular and it wasn't real-
ly heard of again until lately. The same could be said about 
BBM, also known as Blackberry Messenger, which was re-
cently signed over to Apple and now has an App. Trends 
come and go, but will the suicides and countless people who 
have been physically or mentally hurt by Ask, be remem-
bered? Most likely not, because no one is aware of the bad 
things that happen if it's not on someone's Ask profile, public 
for the world to see. The saying "Actions Speak Louder Than 
Words" is relevant to this, but what about the actions through 
words? The words you speak to someone else, may cause 
an adverse reaction. Even if it's hurting someone unintention-
ally or causing someone to harm themselves or others. Alt-
hough it’s a difficult concept to wrap your mind around, its 
important to realize that what you say could potentially  harm 
another person. It is almost unfathomable that words could 
hold so much power over a person’s life until you go through 
it yourself.  At our age, insecurities are always present and 
for another person to bring those insecurities to light and 
make a person truly believe the bad things that are said 
about them, is sad. It's easy to tell someone else not to listen 
to what others have to say, but listening to your own advice is 
hard when you feel alone. Popular topics in bullying are rela-
tionships, appearance, or sexual orientation. Most people 
who are asking things anonymously are struggling to accept 
themselves and therefore take it out on other people. Hypoc-
risy, anger, depression, scandal, and amusement are the 
components that make Ask.Fm so bad, yet so good. 
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Annet Cea 
By: Priscilla Molliner   
 The Red Sox’s World Se-
ries win, in which they beat the Car-
dinals in six games, engendered the 
next step in a healing process that 
followed the Patriots' Day bombings 
at the Boston Marathon; it was the 
city truly reclaiming its spot, in the 
way it knew best: STRONG!  
 Beside the construction 
fencing along the sidewalk, they 
jumped up and down in masses 
around that same spot where the 
first bomb went off. They shouted it 
with meaning: "BOSTON STRONG! 
BOSTON STRONG!"  "It's like this 
whole season had to happen, This 
is the culmination of how everyone 
has come together. It is the most 
appropriate finish to a baseball sea-
son." said Rosen former American 
professional baseball player.  
 In winning the World Series 
with a 6-1 victory over the Cardinals 
in Game 6 on Wednesday night, the 
Red Sox claimed their place in his-
tory in emphatic fashion. "To be 
honest, the game, it was kind of 
hard for me to keep my emotions 
down," said second baseman 
Dustin Pedroia. "You always want 
to win in front of your home fans. It 
didn't happen for that long. It's just 
special. This whole year, the way it 
all ended, the way we came back in 
some of these playoff games, it's 
just unbelievable to think about." 
 After once going 86 years 

without a World Series title, the one 
the Red Sox’s clinched was their third 
in the past 10 seasons, the most of 
any team in the Majors over that span.
 Even though the Cards finally 
elected to pitch around Papi in the 
clincher, he did more than enough to 
bring home the World Series MVP.
 "You know, winning this World 
Series is special, I think it might be the 
most special out of all the World Se-
ries that I have been part of, to be 
honest with you." said David Ortiz Red 
sox’s first baseman also known as 
“Big papi”   
 The team that started from the 
bottom as in a last-place-- is back on 
top of the baseball universe. "This 
team has got its place in history, and I 
think as the year went along, the fans 
really recognized and appreciated the 
way we played the game," said Farrell 
Red Sox’s manager. “They saw that 
there was a connection between each 
and every guy in our uniform, and I 
think they identified with that. I know 
our players thrive on the energy they 
create. To have it culminate in this, it's 
truly special."  
 Shane Victorino got the party 
started with his first hit of the World 
Series, a three-run double high off the 
Green Monster against Cardinals 
rookie starter Michael Wacha.  

 It was a grand return for Victo-
rino, who missed the previous two 
games with tightness in his back. And 
it was the second straight series that 

Victorino 
broke out of 
his slump on 
clinch night. 
Against the 
Tigers in 
Game 6 of 
the American League Championship 
Series, the outfielder did it with a grand 
slam. To get these kind of moments, it's 
just what it's all about," Victorino said. 
"For me, luckily enough, it worked out. I 
don't ever go up there with the mindset 
that this is what's going to happen. It 
just seems to be happening that way. 
And I'm very fortunate, to be able to 
come here, come up in that spot again 
tonight, bases loaded, open the game 
up a little bit."   

 It was awesome," said Lackey 
Boston’s pitcher. "The guys in the dug-
out were fired up. The atmosphere and 
the environment here tonight was unbe-
lievable from the start, from when I went 
out to the bullpen to when the game 
started. It was really special to be a part 
of."     
 "It's a blast," said Lackey went 
on to say, "It's such a great group of 
guys. You could tell on the field. We 
genuinely cared about each other and 
liked each other and liked to compete 
together. It ended up being a lot of 
wins." This is a united team that stayed 
strong to support its town and prove 
that no matter what they are BOSTON 
STRONG!   

Boston wins the World Series 

By:Devonte Gonzalez    
 Oklahoma City Thunder has been the best in 
the west for the past three seasons; they stand on top 
of the western conference with a record of 27-8, but 
started struggling since starting point guard Russell 
Westbrook has been out with knee surgery. OKC says 
that he would make his return after all-star weekend. 
Kevin Durant by himself scored a total of 48 points and 
5 assists against Utah Jazz but unfortunately it wasn`t 
enough to get the win. Kevin Durant is the best scorer 
in the game but many people doubted he could lead 
his team without the help of Russell Westbrook. When 
it came down to carrying the team in the playoffs last 
year, Durant struggled against the Grizzlies but man-
aged to average 32 points, 13.4 assists, and 13 re-
bounds. When the duo plays together they are nearly 
impossible to beat. But when its just Durant and Serge 
it doesn’t seem to be enough. They do not go on a 
complete losing streak but without Westbrook they 
aren’t as effective. Westbrook said he was going to 
come back stronger than ever when he was healed. 
He proved himself when he made his return in the third 
game of this season. He made 21 points and 7 assists 
against the Suns. This season, Durant has averaged 
28.8 points while Westbrook averaged 24.4 points. 
These two together are deadly on the court and their 
skills  make them quite the hard pair to get past.  

Oklahoma City Thunder’s Season 

Position:  left midfield  
No: 10 
Height: 5'1 
Fun Fact: I'm obsessed with Coffee   
Role Model: Hope Solo 
College: I would like to attend UCLA  
Favorite Quote: "Pain is only temporary, victory is 
forever."  
Before a Game: Music on & getting everything out 
of mind, except the game.   
Personal && Special Thanks: Family, best friend 
Sofie, and my two wonderful coaches.  
Stats: 11 goals 11 assist; regular season.  
 
Spotlight/Photo by: Katherine Valenzuela 

Hawks Basketball 

 By: Malik Thomas and Bobby Stinson 
 “Started from the bottom now we’re here!” 
These are the words that embodied the career of Miami 
Springs football team. Who could have imagined that 
the underdogs would rise to the occasion and make it to 
the playoffs? For a consecutive 18 years the football 
team fell short of being playoff contestants. They haven’t 
made a playoff appearance since 1995, that’s a mighty 
long time. In recent years, 2011-2012 (two football sea-
sons ago), Miami Spring succeeded in winning one foot-
ball game leaving the community’s pride in shackles but 
also showing that there is light at the end of the tunnel. 
This past football season, the team shocked everyone 
by making a playoff appearance and finishing the sea-
son with a winning record (7-3), definitely a move in the 
right direction. They’ve won more games this season 
than the last 3 seasons combined. Miami Springs used 
to be a laughing stock when it comes to football, now 
they have earned the pride and respect that they de-

A Cinderella story with a Golden Hawk twist 

Soccer 

serve from all around. As run-
ners up in district, players and 
fans alike can now wear their 
Miami Springs gear with confi-
dence. Under head coach Bethune, the team did nothing but 
excel. “Rebuilding, our biggest focus is getting more players 
to come out and that are willing to dedicate themselves to 
the program,” says Coach Bethune. Ever heard the saying 
hard work pays off? Well, the current players have lived by 
this aphorism and finally they achieved success. Offensive 
lineman states, “everyone was doubting us and saying what 
we can’t do. We used this as motivation and worked hard to 
prove everyone wrong.”  Highly Doubted is what the players 
call themselves, and they seem to prove to everyone that 
even when the odds are against them, never give up. From 
Highly Doubted to Highly Favored, the football team has now 
earned support. Every player helped the team, because after 
all, teamwork is the key to success. 

By: Noelia Rivera and Estefania Gutierrez 
 As the temperature starts to cool down, 
we come together again to ignite the fire and start 
the basketball season packing heat. Slowly all 
competitors rise from the shadows to challenge 
the highly doubted hawks.  However, Miami 
springs has carried triumphant teams that have 
broken all limitations set by competitors, making 
us believe that this year the tradition will continue. 
Only through hard work and dedication may we 
excel, but there will always be those who lead the 
way to success. Under the well known leadership 
of six-year head coach Delmar Wilson, the boys 
basketball team has fought tooth and nail for eve-
ry win.      
 Coach Wilson has gone through undefin-
able measures to push his players to excel both 
academically and in the game of basketball, sepa-
rating them from the average kid in the student 
body.  Captain Victor Troya, a senior, has been 
under the leadership of Wilson for all four years of 
his high school career. We are thankful for the 

coaches that guide us to be better players but 
we are also privileged to have team captains 
that lend a hand to help those who have fallen 
down get back on their feet. Just like women 
can wear the pants, we can wear the shorts 
too—basketball shorts that is.    
 After undergoing the drastic transition 
from old coach Wilfredo Perez to new coach 
Charlie Green, the Lady Hawks have stepped 
up to take the challenge that the season brings. 
Slowly coming into the adjustments, the MSSH 
lady basketball players unite as a team to take 
on every obstacles that lies ahead on the path 
to victory. Through rigorous training that in-
cludes suicides, sprints, hundreds of shots, and 
pushing to the last breathe, all the blood, sweat, 
and tears have paid off. As the basketball sea-
son comes to an end, we enter 
districts where competition is at 
its peak and we fight until the last 
second to be what we all worked 
hard for — District Champions! 
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TELEVISION: 
Teen Wolf Season 3b    
By: Gabriela Llerena 
As the new year begins, so too does the new sea-
son of teen wolf (season 3b). Fans all over the na-
tion suit up for an action packed adventure with their 
favorite characters: Scott, Alison, Stiles, Derek, and 
Lydia, to name a few. When we left off back in July 
(at the end of season 3a), Scott, Stiles, and Alison 
had just retuned the power back to the Nemeton—a 
big mystical tree that attracts the super natural and 
more. They did this in order to find their parents who 
were trapped in the root cellar. Also to find out the 
identity of the Darach - a mystical character who 
was seeking revenge on a pack of alphas who had tried to kill her. After defeating the Darach 
and with power restored to the Nemeton, Scott, Stiles, and Alison are now losing there minds. 
They begin to have visions of dead relatives haunting them, without knowing whether they are 
awake or in a dream. Not only do they start hallucinating, but they also begin transforming into 
werewolves, proving they have no control over their bodies as well as their minds. Even 
though only one episode has been put down in the books thus far, it is shaping up to be one of 
the best seasons of Teen Wolf yet!  

Many Lives, Many Masters 
By: Nicole Costa    
 “Many Lives, Many Masters” is the 
true story of a psychiatrist, his young patient, 
and the past-life therapy that changed both of 
their lives. For 18 months, Dr. Brian Weiss 
tried using conventional methods of treatment 
to help Catherine overcome her traumas. 
When nothing seemed to work, he tried hyp-
nosis, which, he explains, “is an excellent tool 
to help a patient remember long-forgotten inci-
dents. There is nothing mysterious about it. It 
is just a state of focused concentration. Under 
the instruction of a trained hypnotist, the pa-
tient’s body relaxes, causing the memory to 
sharpen… eliciting memories of long-forgotten 
traumas that were disrupting their lives.” 
 In a series of trance-like states, Cath-
erine recalled “past life” memories that proved 
to be the causative factors of her recurring 
nightmares and anxiety attack symptoms. She 
remembers “living 86 times in physical state” 
in different places on this earth both as male 
and female. She recalled vividly the details of 
each birth – her name, her family, physical 
appearance, the landscape, and how she was 

By: Jorge Romeo 

HAUNTED HOUSE 2                              
(Friday, March 28, 2014) 

Crossing new lines and breaking old barriers, A 
Haunted House 2 is the sequel to the box-office 
hit starring Marlon Wayans as Malcolm. After 
exorcising his ex-girlfriend’s demons, Malcom 
starts off fresh with his new girlfriend and her two 
children. After moving into their dream home, 
Malcolm is once again plagued by bizarre para-
normal events. The original, released in January 
2013, opened to $19 million at the U.S. box-
office and has taken in over $40 million to date. 

THE AMAZING SPIDERMAN PART 2               
(Friday, May 2, 2014)    

For Peter Parker, life is busy. Between taking out the 
bad guys as Spider-Man and spending time with the 
person he loves: Gwen Stacy, high school graduation 
can’t come quickly enough. Peter hasn’t forgotten 
about the promise he made to Gwen’s father to protect 
her by staying away, but that’s a promise he just can’t 
keep. Things will change for Peter when a new villain, 
Electro, emerges, an old friend, Harry Osborn, returns, 
and Peter uncovers new clues about his past. 

XMEN: DAYS OF FUTURE PAST            
(Friday, May 23, 2014)     

The story is partially set in an alternate future where 
surviving mutants have been penned in concentration 
camps, giant robots called Sentinels patrol America, 
and most of the X-Men have been hunted and killed. 
In the present day, the X-Men were forced to stop a 
key event from unfolding in order to keep that future 
from occurring. 

killed by stabbing, by drowning, or illness. 
And in each lifetime she experiences events 
“making progress… to fulfill all of the agree-
ments and all of the Karmic (from Hindu con-
cept of Karma) debts that are owed.” 
 With every session he has with Cath-
erine, he discovers more and tries to unravel 
the mysteries of the other world that he never 
knew about. Through his patient, Dr. Weiss 
discovers that there is a different kind of life, 
on a different level, that is always there. He 
discovers amazing messages and truths. His 
skepticism disappears only after he started to 
get the messages from the other side of the 
world, the space between lives. He learns 
about his life, his dead son and more. His 
faith in this grew when he came across some 
revelations about his family and son. He doc-
uments his findings and discoveries. He tries 
to fit himself in the universal phenomenon. By 
encouraging Catherine to relive her past and 
painful experiences, he be-
gins to cure her. In the pro-
cess of her cure, Dr. Weiss 
discovers the true meaning of 
life and it changed him forev-
er. 

GAMING: 
Infamous: Second Son 
By: Luis Rodriguez    
 Does anyone ever think about what 
it’s like to walk around dystopian Seattle, 
Washington and take down the local militia 
using mutant superpowers? ‘Cause I sure do, 
every day in fact. In InFAMOUS: Second Son 
players take on the role of Delsin Rowe, a 
“conduit” with the power to take on the abili-
ties of other conduits. Conduits or Bioterrorists 
are people/animals with superhuman abilities, 
ranging from manipulation of a certain form of 
energy or matter, to flight, enhanced senses, 
and strength or other physical enhancements. 
Normal humans often detest and reject Con-
duits, calling them "freaks" or "deviants", 
much like Marvel’s “X-Men”. Set seven years 
after the episodes of Cole MacGrath --from 
the original two Infamous games-- Seattle has 
been locked down by the Department of Uni-
fied Protection (DUP), an organization that 
handles any sort of bio-terrorism to ensure 
that the events of Empire City and New Ma-
rais don't repeat themselves. It was also re-
vealed that the DUP renamed Conduits into 
Bioterrorists and have been rounding them 
up, jailing them and possibly killing them. De-
velopers assumed the good ending of InFA-
MOUS 2 as canon and that, rather than the 

RFI destroying all conduits, some survived 
based on their resistance to its effects and 
distance from New Marais. Delsin is a 24-year
-old who believes that he is destined for great-
ness. As a street artist, his uncontainable free 
expression sets a perfect background for his 
standoff with the DUP. He grew up just out-
side of Seattle where, after rescuing the pas-
sengers trapped aboard a burning Conduit 
Transport, he discovers he can manipulate, 
direct, and even transform into smoke. Delsin 
has a rebellious attitude and favors anti-
authoritarian street art. He is also an artist 
himself and enjoys tagging buildings with his 
own artwork. Unfortunately, this constantly 
irritates and embarrasses his older brother, 
Reggie, who is forced to keep arresting him 
over and over again. InFAMOUS: Second Son 
comes out on March 21, 2014 for the PS4. 

Prepare for Titanfall         
By: Tristin Bonachea  
 Crafted by one of the co-
creators of Call of Duty and other key 
developers behind the Call of Duty 
franchise, Titanfall looks to be one of 
the most anticipated titles of the year. 
Developed by Respawn Entertainment, 
and published by Electronic Arts, the 
game has been heavily anticipated 
since its initial announcement at E3 
(the Electronic Entertainment Expo), 
and has since won many awards for 
Best in Show, and other awards from 
many different gaming websites and 
magazines, capturing the attention of 
many gamers. One of the most appeal-
ing features of Titanfall is the fact that it 
takes many of the traditional aspects 
from the Call of Duty franchise, that 
has become a standard in the FPS
(First Person Shooter) genre as a 
whole. However, new features have 
been added into the genre—massive 
robotic mechs, the ability to jump off 

and climb on walls, and double jumps, 
to name a few. Beta access began in 
February, and thousands of players 
have already been able to experience 
the upcoming sensation, with many 
players claiming it to be the “first next-
gen game they care about” and the 
first “must-have” game on the Xbox 
One. Titanfall is scheduled for release 
on Xbox One and Windows PC 
(through Origin) in North America on 
March 11, 2014, and on March 25 for 
the Xbox 360. 

THREE DAYS TO KILL        
(Friday, February 21, 2014)  

In this heart-pounding action-thriller, Kevin Costner is a 
dangerous international spy who is determined to give 
up his high-stakes life to finally build a closer relation-
ship with his estranged wife and daughter, whom he's 
previously kept at arm's length to keep out of danger. 
But first, he must complete one last mission even if it 
means juggling the two toughest assignments yet, 
hunting down the world’s most ruthless terrorist and 
looking after his teenage daughter for the first time in 
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        The Zeitgeist is the official publication of 
Miami Springs Senior High School, 751 Dove 
Avenue, Miami Springs, FL 33166.  Call (305) 
885-3585.  It was established as an open forum 
for student expression and is published by the 
journalism students for the entire student body. 

         The opinions expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of the faculty and ad-
ministration but rather those of the author or the 
newspaper staff and its editors.  The Zeitgeist 
welcomes letters to the editor on topics of inter-
est to MSSH and its surrounding community.  
Letters must be signed; however, names may be 
withheld upon request and with the concurrence 
of the editorial board.  Letters may be sent via e-
mailed to akarlick@dadeschools.com. 

          The editorial board reserves the right to 
reject, edit or shorten letters.  We also welcome 
contributions from writers not associated with 
the newspaper staff.  All freelance material 
should be submitted to room 115.  All submis-
sions must bear the author’s name. 

          The Zeitgeist accepts all legal advertise-
ments.  If a mistake occurs, it will be reprinted, 
free of charge, in the following issue. 
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