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By; Justin White    
 As of August 2013, more than 100,000 Syrians 
have been killed, according to the United States. Bashar 
al-Assad has ruled Syria as president since July 20. The 
ongoing violence against civilians has been condemned 
by the Arab league, the European Union, the U.S., and 
other countries. Middle East analysts say the agreement 
to dismantle Syria’s chemical weapons is a potential 
game changer in the bloody civil war. The nuclear weap-
ons deal has not gone unnoticed in Syria’s civil war. 
President Obama has announced Tuesday that he's di-
rected Secretary of State John Kerry to attempt a new 
round of talks with Iran over its nuclear program, due to 
warnings from U.S. lawmakers to view the promises of 
Iran's new president with caution. Lawmakers on both 
sides, though, have urged Obama to keep the pressure 
of sanctions on Iran and stand their ground by the vow 
to prevent the country from further development of nu-
clear weapons. Senator Marco Rubio, R-Fla., and sever-
al other senators sent a letter to Obama on Tuesday 
casting doubts on the purposes of Iran's new leader. 
 They voiced concern that negotiations with Iran 
might give opportunity to preserve part of its weapons 
program and access to the entire nuclear system. "We 
are determined to prevent Iran from developing a nucle-
ar weapon," Obama said. He said suspicions between 
the two countries can't be overcome overnight, but re-
solving the nuclear weapons issue would be a "major 
stepping stone down a long road" toward a better rela-
tionship between the two countries. "Iran must not be 
allowed to retain any enrichment or reprocessing capa-
bilities," they wrote. "Now is the time to increase pres-
sure on Iran and to stand with the Iranian people, not 
pursue diplomatic half-measures that will allow their rul-
ers to continue to delay and obfuscate and avoid real 
reforms." Obama later confirmed that the U.S. will pro-
vide $339 million in additional humanitarian aid to refu-
gees and other countries affected by the war in Syria, 
bringing the total American aid devoted to that crisis to 
nearly $1.4 billion. The White House said the aid will 
include $161 million spent inside Syria for medical care, 
shelter and sanitation projects, with the remainder going 
to help Syrian refugees in Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Turkey 
and Egypt. 

Senseless in Syria There’s no place like home 
By: Orlando Laney    
 Back in 2006, Principal Edward Smith 
held the same position he does now. After only a 
year at MSSH he decided he needed a change 
in his life and took a job in private business to 
spend more time with his family. He sat down to 
talk to the Zeitgeist on September 28, 2013. We 
talked about his vision for the school, the excit-
ing new programs arriving at MSSH, and how 
the school’s recent success will be maintained.  

How old are your kids? 

One in college. Two in high school, a junior and 
freshman. 

What are your hobbies? 

I enjoy camping and doing family stuff. 

The bond approved by taxpayers in Miami-
Dade will give out money this year. What will 
the 12.5 million dollars assigned to Miami 
Springs be spent on? 

How the money is spent isn’t determined by the 
“I almost dropped the phone when 

I heard where I was headed!” 

By: Krista Schubert     
 On October 1, 2013 Florida’s new ban on texting 
while driving was enacted in order to prevent phone-
related car accidents that may result in injury or death. 
However, this new law is only a secondary offense mean-
ing that the driver must be stopped for a separate alleged 
traffic violation before being ticketed for texting while driv-
ing. The penalty, which is nowhere near close enough to 
make people think twice, is a measly $30 fine. Even your 
average fast food employee can afford to cough up that 
small amount! To make matters worse, texting in traffic 
jams and at red lights is still permitted along with being 
able to talk on the phone while driving. Using any elec-
tronic device while driving in a motor vehicle is extremely 
distracting and can be detrimental in the long run if said 
use results in an accident.    
 Sadly, last year in Florida alone, over 4,500 acci-
dents occurred as a result of drivers being distracted by 

By: Peter Cabrera    
 So as of October 1st our Federal government 
had shut down. What does that mean for most of us 
Americans? Not much. The government shutdown oc-
curred because congress was unable to pass a spend-
ing bill for the fiscal year, or they couldn’t figure out how 
to pay their bills this year. The main cause of the prob-
lem is the democrats and republicans never ending 
argument about Obamacare. President Obama’s pet 
project for healthcare reform has been on the lips of 
every American ever since he proposed it during his 
first term, but would have guessed that it would have 
caused our federal government to stop working for a 
brief period of time. So now it’s time for representatives 
on both sides to decide, argue, and arrive to an agree-
ment about what to do about Obamacare and how to 
fund our government for the upcoming year. Until then 
though most government agencies and its employees 
are shut down and sent home without pay. Fortunately 
for us our government has around deemed which gov-
ernment workers are “essential” and “non-essential”. 
For instance people who provide the country with na-

Texting and Driving: Does 
new law really save lives?  

Government shutdown 

Continues on pg. 3 

Continues on pg. 3 

According to President Obama, “our national 
determination to keep free of foreign wars and 
foreign entanglements cannot prevent us from 
feeling deep concern when ideals and princi-
ples that we have cherished are challenged.” 
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By:  Heather Fernandez 

 Linda Perez 18 is now 
in a coma due to having 
breast augmentation surgery 
in August 12, 2013 in Coral 
Gables Cosmetic Center. Af-
ter receiving treatment from a 
convicted felon Alberto Diaz. 
The Perez family was not giv-
en an explanation on why 
their daughter is in a coma. 
Doctors say she has brain and 
heart damage. Linda has a 3 
year old son, who still does 
not know his mother did not 
wake up from the surgical pro-
cedure. Linda remains in criti-
cal condition trying to fight for 
her life breathing through a 
tracheotomy.                                         
 Linda’s parents were 
told that her heart had 
stopped and she was 
'effectively' dead when she 
was transported to the hospi-
tal. Maria Perez and Fernando 
Izquierdo (Linda’s Parents) 
have called an inquiry to how 
their daughter got into a co-
ma, they are now considering 
legal actions against the clinic. 
The clinic has a website which 
boasts about the top quality 
care and surgeons. Alberto 

Diaz's name did not show up 
in the website. Coral Gables 
Cosmetic Center committed to 
upholding the highest stand-
ards and patient safety for pri-
vate lessons. CGCC cannot 
comment to any medical is-
sues related to its patients. 
 Perez had paid $2,800 
for the procedure which is 
around half of the typical price 
of the procedure. Surgeon Ja-
cob Freidman performed 
Linda’s surgery. His record is 
clean and is a board certified 
plastic surgeon. Freiman's bi-
ography does show up in the 
CGCC website. Anesthetist, 
Alberto Diaz took part of the 
procedure with a suspended 
license for the past 6 months, 
with files that say he is a con-
victed felon, serving time in 
prison for selling 3,500 pain 
pills on the internet in 2006. 
Izquierdo stated “A young girl 
full of life, healthy, and she is 
now a 'vegetable" Mark Ei-
glash, attorney said finding out 
what went wrong would re-
quire litigation. The Perez fam-
ily isn’t looking for a big payoff 
from the center, but could 
bring a lawsuit. 

 By: Bryan Gagne   
 This is the face of Evelyn Lozada, after a 
violent dispute with her ex-husband Chad 
“Ochocinco” Johnson (35 years old), outside his 
mansion in Jupiter Florida. Chad left a 3 inch lacer-
ation on her forehead, after allegedly head-butting 
her. She was rushed to the emergency room on the 
night of August 11th of last year, the night of John-
son’s brutal attack. Lozada filed for divorce 3 days 
after their altercation, and the couple was only mar-
ried for a whopping 41 days.  Following the fracas 
Ochocinco had to take domestic violence classes 
and had to serve 12 months of probation, but in 
June of 2013 he was sentenced to 30 days in pris-
on after slapping his lawyer’s tushy during one of 
his probation hearings. His judge described the 
photos as “horrific” and was not in a merciful mood 
towards the Dolphins receiver, but regardless Chad 
Johnson was released after one week in jail and 
apologized for his inappropriate courtroom behav-
ior.  “I thank her. Everything she did was justified.” 
He stated after being released. The whole night-
mare began when Lozada found a box of condoms 
in Johnson’s car. When she confronted him about 
the condoms the conflict began. They were yelling 
contemptuously for a few hours, neighbors claimed, 
and after a while, Chad got fed up. After the 6’4” 
190 pound athlete barbarically head-butted her, 

Lozada fled to a nearby home to call 911 to come to 
her aid. As she ran, Ochocinco –by most accounts- 
began yelling, “I don't give a [expletive]! I don't give a 
[expletive] about my career “, and other profanely 
obscene affirmations to the fleeing housewife. When 
questioned concerning the incident, Chad claims 
that Lozada head-butted him, that he was driving 
around to give her space, not to search for her. He 
was charged with a misdemeanor of domestic bat-
tery and was sent down to the Broward county jail 
that evening. With bond set at $2,500, the NFL star 
didn’t spend very long behind bars, so remember, if 
you can’t do the time, don’t do the crime. 

By: Lydia Suarez 
 Alina Valero, one of the 
new additions to MSSH’s admin-
istration team is realizing her first 
year as an Assistant Principal. 
When she was in college her fa-
vorite class was always reading 
which suited her career choice in 
education. Her hobbies include 
reading, spending time with family 
and a couple of friends. Thus far 
landing a job here at Miami 
Springs Senior is one of her great-
est accomplishments. Some im-
portant people in her life are her 
husband, her great mentors, and 
some terrific friends. When asked 
who in her life influenced her, she 
responded “I think the right people 
have come into my life at the right 
time”.  

By: Lydia Suarez  
 Alfred Torrosian, is 
also a rookie Assistant Princi-
pal at MSSH. When in high 
school and college his favor-
ite activity was athletic train-
ing which allowed him to be-
come an assistant coach at 
FIU for the men’s basketball 
team. Winning a state boys 
basketball championship at 
Miami High, and having his 
two wonderful kids are two of 
his fondest accomplishments. 
His hobbies include fishing, 
and spending time with his 
family. Mr. Torrosian is thank-
ful for having his two parents 
raise him and his brother the 
right way. 

Assistant Principal Alina Valero 

Breast augmentation gone 
wrong 

By: Alejandra Ramos    
 A group of friends enjoyed their last days of 
summer playing in a water filled ditch. Unfortunately 
for 12 year old Zachary Reyna, his life ended too 
short. Just recently after encountering the amoeba 
while knee-boarding in a rain filled channel by his 
home in Labelle, Florida. Often referred to PAM -
primary amebic meningoencephalitis- this rare 
amoeba entered his body through his nose and im-
mediately started destroying brain tissue. Doctors 
declared Zachary Reyna “brain dead” on August 
25th at Miami Children’s Hospital. Zachary’s par-
ents have decided to open up a Facebook page to 
keep an update during his fight to beat this infec-
tion. His father posted “At 1:54 today there was a 
crack of a bat heard. Zac took it deep. My boy hit 
his homerun. One that I'll never forget. I'm so proud 
of him. He left it all on the field and I can't ask for 
more. He did so well that he'll be the starting 2nd 
baseman for The Lords team.” Now, family mem-
bers are holding on tight to the memories they 
shared with their little boy. “I sit back and ask my-
self, what would make me prouder; my son playing 
pro ball, being a successful business man or being 
known for changing and saving thousands of lives 
for The Lord,” the boy’s dad wrote on Facebook. 
“It's a no brainer. I love The Lord for giving me such 

a beautiful son who He chose to change myself, my 
family and the world for better.” To help other fami-
lies in need, Reyna’s parents have decided to do-
nate the child’s organs. Meanwhile, referring to 
PAM, doctors are still unsure why this brain-eating 
disease affects only certain people and if there’s a 
cure for this amoeba. Sadly, “The battle is over for 
Zac but he won the war,” the dad wrote. 

A fun day that ended in tragedy 

Ocho Cinco’s horrific head-butt 

Assistant Principal Alfred Torrosian 

“Everything in life happens 
for a reason!” 

“Accept responsibility for your life. 
Know that it’s you that will get where 
you want to go, no one else.” - Les 
Brown 
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Ms. Jessica Greenwood graduated from Mi-
ami Springs Senior High and then went on to 
Boston University. This is her first year teach-
ing.  Ms. Greenwood motivates her students 
by never letting them give up and making sure 
they work hard. Ms. Greenwood’s hobbies 
include walking and doing things related to 
science. Welcome Ms. Greenwood our new 
chemistry teacher!  

Personal/favorite Quotes:  

There’s no substitute for hard work! 

I was once in the band! 

Chem...is...try! 
Ms. Greenwood 

   Ms. Maria Petralanda is our new history 
teacher at Miami Springs Senior High. She 
has been teaching for several years and en-
joys teaching for our school thus far. She cap-
tivates her student’s attention by getting in-
volved in their work and always there to an-
swer her student’s important questions. She 
poses ad a role model for her students by giv-
ing them tough love.  Miami Springs is glad to 
have her as part of our faculty.  

Personal/favorite Quotes: 

I think so therefore I am 

The only man you can’t cheat is an honest 
man! 

Ms. Petralanda 

Mr. Adam Pelea is our new mathematics 
teacher. He graduated from FIU and enjoyed 
all his math classes during his college years. 
His hobbies are rock climbing, puzzles and 
Rubik’s cubes. He has taught several college 
classes, but this is his first year teaching at a 
high school. His students would describe him 
as very unique and funny! 

Personal/favorite Quote: 

Don’t lose your voice! Mr. Pelea 

Ms. Yesenia Vanhooser has joined the Miami 
Springs family. This is her first year teaching. 
She's a great sweet teacher but when things 
have not been completed she can get very 
strict. She has motherly instincts since she 
herself is expecting. We are pleased to have 
Ms.Vanhooser as a new English teacher!  

Personal/favorite Quote:  

“The one thing that you have that nobody 
else has is you.  Your voice, your mind, 
your story, your vision.  So write and draw 
and build and play and dance and live as 
only you can.” 

Ms. Vanhooser 

Ms. Goldstein 

Ms. Beth Goldstein has been teaching for 25 
years. She has degrees from Miami Dade, 
UM, and UF. Ms.Goldstein likes cooking, 
sculpting and doing home improvements. 
Ms.Goldstein always motivates her students 
to never quit. We are pleased to have 
Ms.Goldstein as part of our Miami Springs 
family.  

Personal/favorite Quotes:  

If you can’t win, change the rules! 

Do it by the book but be your own author! 

Facebook post gone wrong 
By: Ashley Talavera  
 After an August 8 domestic dis-
pute between Derek Medina, 31, and his 
wife Jennifer Alfonso, 26, Medina was ar-
rested in the shooting death of his wife. 
Derek told police he shot her six to eight 
times. The most disturbing part was he 
posted a photograph of her and a confes-
sion to his Facebook page. The killing of 
Alfonso sent shockwaves around the world 
after the photo of her in a black outfit 
slumped over backward in the kitchen with 
blood on her left arm and face was upload-
ed. This apparent confession followed the 
picture: "I'm going to prison or death sen-
tence for killing my wife, I love you guys 
miss you guys, take care Facebook peo-
ple. You will see me in the news my wife 
was punching me, and I am not going to 
stand anymore with the abuse so I did 
what I did. I hope you understand me." 
Friends replied to the post in disbelief and 
asked Medina what had happened. Alfon-
so's 10 year old daughter was in the 
house when the domestic dispute oc-
curred. She was found unharmed and 
wrapped in her blanket at the residence 
with her mother's body. Medina has so far 
pleaded not guilty, however, claiming he 
was simply defending himself against Al-

fonso's assault. But surveillance video 
footage released by prosecutors show an-
other story, with Medina attacking his wife. 
The victim's family described Medina as 
controlling, claiming that he pressured her 
to leave her job. One man claimed he 
once saw Medina threaten a woman with a 
gun after she accidentally spilled beer, and 
said Medina used to stalk members of a 
softball team they both played on. Prose-
cutors also released Alfonso's diary, which 
makes references to the couple's troubled, 
often hate-filled relationship. Medina wrote 
six e-books on spirituality and self-help 
topics, among the list of long-winded titles 
is "How I Saved Someone's Life and Mar-
riage and Family Problems Thru Commu-
nication." A summary on his website said, 
"This book is a great book to learn how to 
make your marriage and relationship with 
others better by understanding the mean-
ing of life and the purpose of living and 
being there for loved ones." Derek Medina 
craved fame and attention by constantly 
sharing his personal life on Youtube and 
being a part-time extra on the USA Net-
work show Burn Notice. He bragged about 
his tiny bit-part appearances and futilely 
dreamed of fame that he never attained 
until his infamous murder. 

By: Christian Duran  
 In today’s society, people 
are killed for the most arbitrary 
reasons—gender, race, religious 
affiliation— and sometimes for no 
reason at all.  On August 16, 2013 
Christopher Lane, a young college 
baseball player from Australia, 
was shot and killed by 3 “bored” 
teenagers. James Edwards 15 
and Chancey Luna 16 were 
charged with first-degree murder. 
Michael Jones was charged as an 
accessory to murder after the fact 
for driving the vehicle in the inci-
dent. The autopsy report, re-
leased Tuesday showed Lane, 
a student at Oklahoma's East 
Central University, was killed by a 
single bullet that hit his back, pen-
etrated both lungs, his aorta and 
pulmonary artery, and fractured 
two ribs.   
 On August 25, 2013 hun-
dreds of mourners packed Mel-
bourne's St Therese's Church 
Wednesday for Lane’s funeral. 
This tragedy struck the hearts of 
many in the United States and 
Australia, so much so that the 
former Australian deputy Prime 
Minister Tim Fischer called for a 
boycott on travel to the U.S. and 
President Barack Obama ex-
pressed his condolences to 
Lane's family. Boredom is never 
an excuse to take someone's life. 
There are plenty of ways to allevi-
ate the monotony of a summer 
day. Now in prison, James Ed-
wards, Michael Jones, and 
Chancey Luna will know the true 
meaning of boredom as they face 
a potentially  long and tedious 
sentence. 

 

Three teenagers 
prove that bore-
dom kills 

tional security are still paid. Next would be agen-
cies that provide our country with essential and 
emergency services that keep the country safe, 
Services like air traffic control, police and law en-
forcement, emergency and medical care, and 
overseers of the banking system and power grid. 
Any department that raises funds independently 
like the Federal Reserve and postal service are 
safe. Also, Members of congress, but only be-
cause there pay is written into permanent law. An-
yone not fitting these descriptions is sent home 
without pay until the government shutdown is over 
and done with. Services like immigration, civil 
courts and national parks will be closed. So now 
we are playing the waiting game until the govern-
ment settles their bills and stop arguing. This isn’t 
a new concept and in fact our government has 
gone through shut downs before, the last one last-
ing from December 15 1995 through January 6 
1996 under the Clinton administration. But don’t 
worry, most shutdowns only last less than 10 days.   
As of October 13th the government has been reo-
pened and everyone has there jobs again. Yay! 

Government from page 1  

Texting & Driving from page 1 

their cell phones, of which 250 of those were tied 
directly to texting. Such lofty statistics reveal an 
immense problem that will only continue to be ex-
acerbated if the laws are not enforced strong 
enough to actually make a difference. Many people 
will not take the current ban seriously considering it 
is only a secondary offense; if it was upgraded to a 
primary offense, then maybe those same people 
would be more likely hold off on that next text. But 
as of now, the problem of getting people to stop 
the dangerous act of texting behind the wheel re-
mains unsolved. Despite these current shortcom-
ings, many companies, organizations, and even 
the average teenagers in the state of Florida are 
taking a stand against texting while driving and 
creating their own campaigns. These adamant fac-
tions are providing the light at the end of the tex-
ting while driving tunnel by changing the way peo-
ple perceive the issue. They are coming up with 
advertisements and public service announcements 
to warn people about the potential dangers of tex-
ting while driving. These admirable steps towards 
preventing it, might prove more progressive to-
wards saving the lives of potential texting while 
driving victims than this new and rather trivial law. 

Miami Springs welcomes a new 
cast of teachers to the         
Hawk’s Nest 
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  Round Up 
By: Priscilla Molliner 

 Round Up Country Western Club 
& Restaurant in Davie, Florida is known 
worldwide for its country Western danc-
ing, East coast swing, West coast swing, 
live entertainment and your choice of 
many Western dishes. Round Up was 
voted best dance club in 2012 by readers 
of the Newtimes magazine and has been 
on the top list of the best Dance Clubs in 
Fort Lauderdale and Miami for over 12 
years. It’s a great way to bring a piece of 
the West down to the South experiencing 
new taste in music and dancing. Round 
Up opens every Sunday night at 7pm and 
is open to all ages for “Family Sunday “a 
five-dollar charge is acquired for admis-
sion for those 16 & over. Including a 
smoke free environment and providing a 
five-dollar kids menu. Come join our 200 
sq ft Dance Floor for free Western dance 
lessons at 7pm-8:30pm. Learn how to 
line dance and join the crowd as the night 
begins. Lessons include a live instructor 
showing you step by step instructions 
from every angle on the dance floor, 
counting off each step and showing you 
how to add a country style. You won’t 
want to forget your cowgirl/cowboy boots, 
plaid shirt, ripped jeans, shorts, and the 
most important country accessory your 
cowgirl/cowboy hat.  Don’t be shy the 
Round Up is the one of few country spots 
down in Florida where you can get your 
country on with others who share the 
same enjoyment and just want to go and 
have fun.  “I can definitely say that once I 
step through those doors, dance to the 
songs and have the aroma of the food 
around me; there is a country side of me 
that I would have never thought I even 
had.”Quoted by -Natalie Collazo.  
 Round Up also has a wide varie-
ty of Western dishes from your all Ameri-
can foods to their house specials that 
kick up a spice. From the adult menu to 
the kid’s meal you’re guaranteed to have 
a satisfying dinner. It’s your choice from 
appetizers, soups, salads, burgers, sand-
wiches and if you have a sweet tooth, 
dessert is also on the menu. So make 
sure to bring an open appetite and try 
some of many different types of food. 
Once you stop by I can guarantee you 
will be coming back, so why not come 
back and plan a party? The Round Up 
provides an exclusive on the side area 
reserved for events such as Birthday Par-
ties, Holiday Party, Wedding, Bache-
lorette or Bachelor Party and Private 
Events. The Round Up can accommo-
date from 5 to 500 people including a 
unique venue, great food, dance lessons, 
and a guaranteed good time all for a rea-
sonable price. Once you’re there don’t 
forget to stop by the front desk and buy a 
t-shirt or a cowgirl/cowboy hat with the 
Round Up logo as a souvenir or gift. And 
if you really enjoyed it and think you 
would be coming more often than sign up 
for a chance to win a 2013 VIP Member-
ship card that brings many rewards and 
offers to help you have a win win. So 
saddle up and be prepared for an experi-
ence that 
will be 
leaving 
you want-
ing more.    

By: Krystal Diaz  
 Homecoming Game is on Friday, October 25, 2013, at 
Milander Park at 7:30 pm. and we have to SOAR LIKE THE 
GOLDEN HAWKS that we are, so we are recruiting, recruiting, 
recruiting school spirit.  Obviously, not all of us are athletes, but 
all of us can scream, dance, cheer and definitely boost the mo-
rale of our players.  We owe it to our school to show that we 
value it by displaying school spirit.  One way we can show 
school spirit is by simply showing up to support whatever team 
we like or by joining in one them, like, for example, the march-
ing band.        
 I, a band GEEK, remembered the quote from one of 
our great American Presidents (revised of course), “Ask not 
what your SCHOOL can do for you, but what you can do for 
your SCHOOL.” This quote, of course, is rhetorical, but I can 
really tell you the benefits that you can get and what the school 
can do for you.      
 First of all, besides all the fun, we have many opportu-
nities to perform, travel, and enjoy social interaction. The best 
part of all this is that we develop a sense of family as well as 
developing our musical skills. The band room is our home 
away from home, we laugh, we fight, we make up, we make 
music, we are home: school becomes somewhere you want to 
be, not somewhere you have to be.   

And boy do we get exposure! We perform in every pep
-rally, school and community events, parades, concerts, state 

competitions, river cities festivals, etc.  All this is telling you 
that the band is a fun place to be. One important fact to know 
is that the band has a place for everyone.  You don’t have to 
know how to play an instrument or be musically talented to 
make it.  We learn music to make music and pursue a melody. 

You know how I said before that we have a sense of 
family? Well when you hear Mr. Luna screaming and yelling at 
us but also listening and helping us, you really feel like some-
one cares.  Also when you have a teacher like Ms. Karlick, 
who lets me put my thoughts on paper, you really have a 
sense of importance and a sense of self.  These teachers 
make you want to be like them, and you have mentors. 

We are creatures of habit and at the same time have 
different priorities and expectations, but if we want to get all the 
benefits that I outlined above, we have to show School Spirit.  
You have to give to receive, and showing school spirit and 
committing to a team will teach you organization, structure and 
especially self-discipline.  We learn to be ethical anytime we 
are in the band room rehearsing or on the drawing board get-
ting “the Zeitgeist” together. These are habits we want for our-
selves, and these are definitely acquired by having team spirit 
because this motivates us to succeed.   

If you want to know more about how to join the Band 
or any other school spirit activity, just “Dear Krystal” me and I 
will be happy to help you out.  Remember: “We Soar Like 
Golden Hawks!” 

Marching band: Recruiting school spirit 

principal, but the improvements made will be physical things 
like a new roof, a new AC system, new paint job, removal of 
the portables, a new security system, better classroom technol-
ogy, and repaved parking lots. 

Can you describe the Senior Mentor Program and the col-
lege tour trip? Was there a specific problem that you be-
lieved needed to be addressed? 

We all know that it takes time to adjust to high school and I felt 
that this program would facilitate the process. Seniors who 
demonstrate leadership qualities would be given special train-
ing from Ms. Robaina and take 5 or 6 freshmen under their 
wing. 

The college tour trip would be an overnight field trip for juniors. 
Early Thursday morning, we would take off to Tallahassee to 
visit Florida State. Right after that, we’ll depart for my alma ma-
ter, the University of Florida in Gainesville, where we would 
spend the night. The next day we would head down to Orlando 
to see the University of Central Florida and then west for the 
University of South Florida. To wrap it up we’d return to Miami 
for a quick stop at the University of Miami and end in time for 
the students to return home on Friday. This trip was created 
because kids don’t know what’s out there and we want to open 
the world to them. For our students taking the path to a tech-
nical career, we will visit CBT College. Hopefully the program 
will expand to include universities in North Carolina and Geor-
gia. 

How do you plan on maintaining the success the school 
has had with the A+ school grade? 

As I’ve said before, I walked in on a great situation here at Mi-
ami Springs. I want to continue this success by doing things 
like adding more students to our dual enrollment program, in-
creasing the number of students with industry certifications and 
expanding our AP Program. Next year we hope to offer Physics 
and some more AP classes to our curriculum. The fundamental 
problem is that the state grade is a moving target. Each year 
has different standards and goals to meet, but there is more to 
a good school than that elusive A+ state grade. 

Is the iTech academy a finished product? 

Well, iTech is a two-phase operation. Phase 1 has been com-
pleted. The space was completely renovated after over 
$100,000 was invested in technology for the academy. Over the 
summer Phase 2 will begin. This includes a new ceiling and 
lighting system and even more new technology. Basically the 
mission of iTech is to create a school within a school. We are 
working towards the point where the iTech students may not 
follow the bell schedule and have an adaptable curriculum. With 
these opportunities, the iTech seniors would be able to take in-
dustry internships during school hours. 

Will Cambridge be expanded? 

Actually, Cambridge has already doubled in size from its first 
year. It’s still in its infancy though, and it is really a different ball 
game. Since many schools already have Cambridge programs, 
it is hard to recruit kids to Miami Springs for reasons other than 
our magnet programs. Cambridge really gives teachers a 
chance to go in-depth in to subjects with their students and we 
want to give that opportunity to many kids, so the program will 
definitely be expanding in the future. 

When coming back as a principal, did you have a choice as 
to where to go? 

I was assigned my position, but it was a very pleasant surprise 
to me. I fell in love with this school the first time around. 

Imagine the school in five years. What stands out to you? 

There will be a waiting list for students to get in to iTech. iTech 
alumni will be seen in the industry. New to Springs will be many 
more executive internships and new technologies. Our vision is 
to have a school that is service oriented, and no matter if they 
are AP students or struggling academically all will have avenues 
to succeed. Students won’t be seen as numbers here. 

Finally, how will the Golden Hawks football team do this 
year? 

This is bold, but I think we’ll be district champs. 

There’s no place like home from page 1 

By: Devonte  Gonzalez     
 When Dwight Howard decided to leave L.A. Lakers, it 
generated much shock in his fan base. He went on to pursue a 
future career with Houston Rockets. After only playing one 
season with Lakers and a tough one at that, Howard decided it 
was time to move on, even though the media says they had 
problems sharing the ball Howard said this wasn’t the case at 
all. He said “it would be better if I get a new start and I’ll be 
happier”. In order to fully move to Houston, Howard was forced 
to make a difficult choice of turning down an 80 million dollar 
deal from the Laker’s staff, who couldn’t believe when the cen-

ter refused to stay. Dwight says “I had to make 
a sacrifice for a future championship”. Now, 
Dwight says things are going well for him. The 
center agrees to drop down to power forward 
so Omer Asik could play center. This will bring 
more force on the court, so the two could work 
alongside one another successfully. His current 
4 year contract with the  Rockets will bring him 
a hefty 87.59 million dollars. 

Dwight Howard goes to the Houston Rockets 



 

Page 5 Editorial 
 Preggers? It’s a 
possibility 
By: Krista Schubert  
 16 and Pregnant, Teen Mom, 
Too Young To Be a Dad- all shows 
that follow the lives of ordinary teenag-
ers that have to deal with the everyday 
headaches of getting pregnant and 
having a child. Headaches that can 
lead to depression. Headaches that 
should not be had until a much later 
period in their lives.  These shows a 
result of a growing trend of teenage 
pregnancy, or is the increase of teens 
conceiving a result of these shows? 
Regardless of this inquiry, the harsh 
reality is that 820,000 teens in the U.S. 
become pregnant each year and are 
suffering as a result. Unfortunately, 
teens throw this topic around so lightly 
that it almost becomes a joke. Often-
times, I have overheard girls gossiping 
about who’s currently “preggers” and 
who’s likely to be next. In other in-
stances, I have heard that positive 
pregnancy tests have been found dis-
carded in the girl’s bathroom at school. 
Is this really what it’s come to? What-
ever happened to crumpled up love 
letters from your ex-crush or stupid 
notes that were passed between you 
and your best friend in class? Sadly, 
these pieces of paper have been re-
placed.     
 According to statistics, only 
one third of teen mothers have re-
ceived a high school diploma and by 
the age of 30 only 1.5 percent of them 
have a college degree. Many of these 
mothers end up on welfare and live in 
poverty. To make matters worse, the 
children that are born to these young 
mothers tend to have more problems 
in the future, such as lower school 
achievement or ending up in jail at an 
early age. When teens make the deci-
sion to have sex, they should keep in 
mind the potential consequences. In 
this day and age, there are so many 
ways to prevent pregnancy that there 
is no reason for them to have to suffer 
with the burden. Contraceptives- con-
doms, birth control, and Plan B - are 
widely available and why teens 
choose to not make use of them is 
almost unfathomable.  
 Although the birth of a child is 
nothing short of a blessing, for teens it 
may prove to be a blessing that they 
are nowhere near ready to receive. 
With the birth of a new life, comes the 
birth of new responsibilities which 
most teens are incapable of handling. 
Instead of disparaging them though, 
which will only worsen their already 
strenuous situation; pregnant teens 
should be shown support. They are 
well aware that the blame is already 
fully on their shoulders and to add fur-
ther scorn would simply be cruel. 
Teens need advice to help them deal 
with the issues surrounding pregnancy 
and comfort to help them cope with 
the complications of childbirth and 
child rearing.    
 Teenage pregnancy is running 
rampant in our country and all you 
have to do is waltz into your local high 
school or nearest Walmart to verify 
this. It is almost a guarantee that you 
will see at least one pregnant teen 
walking the hallways of the school or 
stripping the diaper section at Walmart 
of its contents. 

By: Orlando Laney      
 If you thought you heard the last of Alex Rodriguez, you 
were wrong. After a shocking suspension of an unprecedented 
number of games (211), A-Rod is futilely fighting the case and 
trying to prove his innocence to MLB. In an appeal of the ruling by 
the MLB board of investigations, Rodriguez and his team of law-
yers will attempt to discredit MLB’s investigation on the grounds of 
unethical investigative reporting. This comes more than a month 
after Rodriguez was officially suspended for receiving human 
growth hormone from Biogenesis anti-aging clinic. On the side, A-
Rod is also suing MLB for “tortuous interference” in his Yankees 
contract, the same thing that MLB sued Biogenesis for. That’s dis-
respectful if you ask me.      
 Now-defunct, Biogenesis was based in Coral Gables and 
run by Anthony Bosch. As a “biochemist”, Bosch allegedly provid-
ed performing enhancing drugs (PEDs) to MLB players, of which 
over 13 received long suspensions. None of the other players had 
suspensions longer than 50 games but they all quietly accepted 
their fate, unlike A-Rod. According to Rodriguez’s lawyers, some 
of the evidence found by MLB was obtained through “strong-arm” 
tactics, including stealing documents from a Biogenesis employ-
ee’s car. In the lawsuit, A-Rod’s lawyers are demanding punitive 
damage from MLB for targeting A-Rod and ruining his future en-
dorsement deals (as if he’d have any). MLB maintains that they 

have an insurmountable pile of evidence against Rodriguez. 
However, by ”widening the scope of the conflict to the courts, 
rather than the arbitration process… ensures that A-Rod re-
ceives a fair hearing presided by a neutral arbiter with no inter-
est in the outcome.” There is no question of commitment on 
MLB’s part though, because they are pursuing grand jury rec-
ords of Rodriguez’s testimony in a 2010 PED case. Arbitration 
by A-Rod started in October and the lawsuit against MLB was 
filed in the first week of October. Unfortunately that was a good 
strategic move on A-Rod’s part. Let’s hope that the king of the 
Steroid Era in baseball will get his just desserts. 

A-Rod’s turn to bat in PED Case 

By: Julian Reina     
 Just as we all thought Apple was not going to come up 
with anything new, they hit us with all these amazing features from 
their software update to the new design as the rumors were said. 
We all had a opinion on this on the things mad on the iPhone. 
Starting with the software of iOS7, it was designed to be easy to 
understand though commentators of ordinary people say this may 
as look like what a little kid plays with. The simple-yet-beautiful 
Home screen is very welcoming and to discover each built- in 
apps. All these actions that are built-in are just a swipe away from 
the control center and notification bar. Control Center gives you 
quick access to the controls and apps you always seem to need 
right this second. Just swipe up from any screen, including the 
Lock screen, to do things like switch to Airplane mode, turn Wi-Fi 
on or off, or adjust the brightness of your display. You can even 
shine a light on things with a new flashlight. Never has one swipe 
given you so much control. Notification Center lets you know 
about new mail, missed calls, to-dos that need doing, and more. 
One glance at your iPhone and you’ll know if it’s a certain 
someone’s birthday, if you’ll need an umbrella, or if traffic will slow 
down your commute. You’ll even get a heads-up on tomorrow. 
You can access Notification Center from any screen, including the 
Lock screen. Just swipe down. And get up to speed. Multitasking 
has always been smart way to switch between apps. Now it's 
even smarter since iOS 7 learns what apps you use and update 
your content before you launch them. So if were to say that you 
use a social app at a certain time every day, your feed will be read 
and refreshed while waiting for you. It's amazing that iOS 7 knows 
what you want to do before you do. As we all love the camera on 
the iPhone, the camera in iOS 7 puts all the formats ----- still, vid-

eo, panorama, and now square ---- front and center. With a 
swipe, you can capture what you want the way you want in any 
of those formats.  Also, to be added to the cameras are 
filters which even lets you custom each pictures in the still and 
square photos. From there you just pick a filter and see the ef-
fect before taking the picture or just add the effect later. If you 
ever change your mind and decide no filter best suits the picture, 
you can remove it. Everyone treasure the photos they take. So 
in the photo library is now faster, easier, and more delightful 
ways to scroll down memory lane. This so called feature is called 
Years, Collection, and Moments which is a smart grouping of 
your photos and videos based on time and place. Inside a col-
lection you were to tap on a trip to "Hawaii" and see photos from 
your trip organized into moments according to date and location 
and the same would go for years. Sending a photo or a docu-
ment to someone via text or email is fine. But if that someone is 
right next to you, a text or an email suddenly feels like too many 
steps. Enter AirDrop for iOS. It lets you quickly and easily share 
photos, videos, contacts — and anything else from any app with 
a Share button. Just tap Share, then select the person you want 
to share with. AirDrop does the rest using Wi-Fi and Bluetooth. 
No setup required. And transfers are encrypted, so what you 
share is highly secure. Browsing is bigger, better, and more 
beautiful with Safari in iOS 7. Buttons and bars like the unified 
smart search field stay hidden until you scroll to reveal them. So 
you see more content than ever on your screen. And with a 
swipe, you can go back or forward a page. It’s all designed so 
nothing gets in your way or slows you down. There's many more 
wonderful features that's added to the IPhone iOS 7 if you want 
to learn more head on to the Apple's website at apple.com 

New iPhone 5S and 5C hit Apple stores with impressive features 

By: Tristin Bonachea     
 With the 90’s, came the continuing evolution of rock n’ roll 
music, marking not only the start of the grunge movement, but 
also the revival of punk rock, and evolution of emotional hardcore 
and post-hardcore music that would lead to the very foundations 
of some of the best music to emerge from the underground punk 
scene in years.  Perhaps the most famous band of this under-
ground scene is Title Fight, hailing from Kingston, Pennsylvania, 
Title Fight’s debut album Shed (2011) perfectly synthesizes influ-
ences from 90s melodic hardcore acts like Lifetime, Kid Dynamite, 
and Saves the Day, to 90s emo bands in vain of the Get UP Kids 
and Cap’n Jazz. The follow up to this record, Floral Green (2012) 
is a masterpiece, while it drops the fast paced adrenaline pump-
ing songs that make up the melodic hardcore genre, but instead 
drops it for a mid tempo approach to the post-hardcore genre,  ala 
early Hot Water Music and Jawbreaker. Floral Green has the 
sound of a 90s record, with the guitars scratching away playing 
heavily distorted melodies, with said and uncut vocals, making it 
sound a lot like an album that belongs in that decade.  Basement, 
often referred to as “the British Title Fight” shares a lot of the qual-
ities of the Pennsylvania band, but differs in that their music is 
completely capable of standing on its own. Their EP Songs About 
the Weather (2010) can be compared to Title Fight’s Shed; just a 

much darker and more melancholic side of the genre. Their first 
album I Wish I Could Stay Here (2011) displays a similar sound. 
However, their sophomore release – and last release since their 
break up – Colour Mein Kindness (2012) sounds more like a 
grunge album than anything else.  Borrowing heavily from Nirva-
na, Southern Day Real Estate and Knapsack, this album blows 
through an incredibly cathartic journey much like Weezer’s Pinker-
ton (1996). Colour Mein Kindness is the swan song to Basement 
and they are a band that will truly be missed.  It is not just the mu-
sic that is being passed down, but also the fashion; those in this 
scene wear oversized flannels and sweaters. Title Fight has rec-
orded all of their music videos on VHS camera; the bands make 
their own flyers for their tours, draw the artwork for their albums, 
and design their own t-shirts. The DYI ethic is well accepted and 
extremely prevalent in the community. There is a multitude of 
bands that share the same passion and ethic as these bands – 
Tigers Jaw, Daylight, Seahaven, Such Gold, Balance and Compo-
sure – who play a Frankenstein monster of great music. In light of 
many 90s bands reuniting, recording new albums, and performing 
at new venues, it begs the question: are we going to witness a 
return of the culture that flooded the main streams of the 90s? 
After all, Nirvana started off as a hum0ble underground band and 
they somehow managed to jumpstart the entire grunge move-
ment.             

The revival of the Grunge Movement 
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Position:  Strong hitter  No:  3 

Height: 5’3  

Top College: “Although I’m a sophomore I plan on 
going to UM.” 

Favorite Quote: “Everything happens for a reason.” 

Before a game: “I usually mentally prepare my self 
according to the team we're going to play.  
Personal && Special Thanks: My parents for always 
supporting me through the good and the bad.”  
 
Stats: (Against Ronald Reagan) Kills: 10 Aces: 1 
Hits: 29.  
 
Fun Fact: “I love chocolate.” 
 
Role Model: “I think a very inspiring role model I 
have is my captain Crystal .”     

By: Katherine Valenzuela 

Nicole Borroto 

Girls’ Volleyball 

Girls’ Volleyball 
By: Katherine Valenzuela    
 This year’s girls’ volleyball team has taken a new 
route ever since the changing of districts, earning trans-
ferred JV players that are just as well as playing in varsity 
level, we have way more competition on and off the court, 
and we have a different district so we get to compete 
against new schools. Winning districts is always the team’s 
goal, but the team is specially determined to win this year 
because the team’s seniors are ready to take it all the way. 
The captain/Libero Crystal Ramos is one of the seniors; 
she is more than determined to win districts, that's always 
been her goal, and she doesn't plan on losing. She is ex-
tremely dedicated, a very motivational captain, and is al-
ways willing to  help the team when we need it. When the 
going gets rough Crystal cheers the team up with her 
words of encouragement by telling us to "shake it off" 
when she notices we're having a bad game. The setter 
Nohely Pichardo is another senior that is very optimistic, 
and is always telling her teammates when she sees them 
putting themselves down to shake it off. Two of the hitters 
Nicole Ramos and Leidy Padrino are our last two seniors 
this year, they always try their best, and never let us down 
when we need them. I'm the last senior, and I'm deter-
mined to win this year as well I've always wanted to win 
since I started playing, and no better time to take it all 
home than in my senior year. Last year we made it to dis-
tricts, but unfortunately lost against Miami Beach High. 
The overall record for last year was 6-6, and we were in 
3rd place in districts. This year the team is ready for any-
thing that's coming our way, we've practiced for hours this 
season, and we are determined to make it far. 

By: Kiara Cooper    
 In the eyes of most, cheerleading is just for girls 
who put on tight tops and skirts, scream very loud, and wear 
a lot of makeup and hairspray. However,  the Miami Springs 
cheerleaders embody much more than that. They are re-
spectful, sweet, strong, and intelligent young women. One 
student from Miami springs senior high said “cheerleading is 
a very difficult sport to do. The cheerleaders make their 
skills look so easy, but I’m pretty sure its very difficult to diffi-
cult to do”.     
 Being a cheerleader is not easy at all, considering it 
requires quality, rhythm, strength, and technique. I myself 
am a Miami Springs Cheerleader and have been doing this 
for years and counting. Cheerleading requires athletes who 
are ready to accomplish the unexpected. There is much 
more to this sport than how it appears on the outside.
 Making the cheerleading team can cause your 
whole school year to change. Pep rallies, basketball, foot-
ball, soccer games, and other significant events require a 
cheerleader’s attendance. Getting used to the feeling of 
wearing a cheerleading uniform during school takes time 
and encouraging the other athletes to win the game by 
showing school spirit takes a lot of effort, but in the end it is 
very rewarding. Not all students make the team but at least 
everyone gives the try-out their all. Cheerleaders ”NEVER 
GIVE UP” and they never let the rest of the Hawks give up 
either! 

 By: Noelia Rivera     
 As the new school year begins we also come to 
the beginning of the sports season where student athletes 
strive for both academic and athletic excellence. Starting 
off the fall season of athletics, we have the Women’s Vol-
leyball, Football, and Golf Teams. This year, much to the 
excitement of the students, we introduce cross country 
back into Miami Springs Senior high athletics. Mrs. Drew 
will be heading the team following in her husband’s foot-
steps who coached the team a few years ago. In retro-
spect, despite hardships faced during last year's fall sea-
son, most teams made it to districts. Searching for even 
better results, all teams this year are training arduously 
and applying new skills that they believe will get them far-
ther. They say hard work pays off so this year we are 
working harder than ever, putting in long hours and ex-
tending practices to rise above all opponents. To be able 
to follow in these same steps of achievement, there must 
be one to lead; hence, the selection of team captains. 
Team captains are chosen based on their competence, 
skill, experience, and most importantly their dedication to 
the sport. All the same, these outstanding individuals are 
selected by their superiors—the coaches—who already 
possess these qualities and who are doing everything and 
anything they can to get their athletes started on the road 
to success.     
 With this being said, we look forward to a great 
year.  “All I can say is CONSISTENCY, if we work hard to 
be at the top, we stay there," Coach Bethune, head coach 
for Hawks Football team says before the victorious game 
against Hialeah gardens. Thus far, all teams have been at 
the top and we intend to stay there. Boys might be taking 
the lead right now but girls will always dominate. Girls’ 
volleyball is definitely dominating this year’s season. Un-
der the leadership of Coach Meadows, these girls do not 
intend to stop the fire. Captain Crystal Ramos has ex-
celled to push her teammates and herself on their way to 
victory. Their start to the season is looking phenomenal 
and seems to carry out this ideology.  
 Opening eyes and dropping jaws are our very 
own hawks Golf team with their fresh new look - stylish 
camo caps. This group of boys has caught the attention of 
many and not just because of their hats. After their trium-
phant win against Columbus High school thanks to the 
unstoppable duo of Pats consisting of Patrick Perez and 
Patrick Bolton who won the playoff hole with a par and a 
birdie respectively. Watch out, hawks are coming by 
storm! As fall season comes to a close, these teams hang 
up their jerseys and stats for this year and begin training 
again for the next. Furthermore, we 
look forward to winter sports. Yes, 
basketball season is soon to come! 
Keep the school spirit alive hawks 
and attend as many school sports 
games as you can to show your 
hawk pride! LETS GO HAWKS ! 

Welcome back sports 

By: Malik Thomas and Bobby Stinson  
 NFL tight end Aaron Hernandez was removed 
from the National Football League recently on grounds 
that he murdered Boston Bandit's semi pro football play-
er Odin Lloyd. Evidence led police to Lloyd’s body which 
laid covered with blood in an industrial park near Her-
nandez's home in Massachusetts. The park's surveil-
lance cameras show Hernandez’s car entering the park 
to meet with Lloyd, and leaving the park after shots 
were reported. Hernandez’s home surveillance cameras 
also show him walking around with a gun in his hand 
after the shooting. Authorities report that Hernandez 
destroyed evidence of his crime while the police were 
searching for ties between Hernandez and Lloyd. 

Messages were found in 
Lloyd's phone from Her-
nandez. Lloyd agreed to 
meet Hernandez, after Her-
nandez requested a meet-
ing. During the altercation, 
texts between Lloyd and 
his sister revealed that 
Lloyd had an inkling that 

something was amiss. Also, when Hernandez returned 
his rental car, .45 caliber shells matching the shells of 
the shooting we're found inside. After the arrest, Puma 
Sneakers Company dropped their endorsement of Her-
nandez, saying "We dropped him like a bad habit." 
 Being an elite tight end in the NFL, Hernandez’s 
departure had a major impact on his team, the New 
England Patriots. Without him, their average points per 
game and catching has decreased. Patriots quarterback 
Tom Brady stated, "This has hurt the team tremendous-
ly, a big hole opened up that we need to fill."  
 Currently, Aaron Hernandez is being held with-
out bail after pleading not guilty to all six charges 
against him on September 6, including the most serious 
one of first degree murder of Odin Lloyd, in a Bristol 
County Superior court room. In addition to the first de-
gree murder charge, Hernandez, is facing five gun 
charges that are all related to the Lloyd murder case 
and is being investigated for the double-murder of two 
Boston residents in 2012. 

Patriots’ Aaron  
Hernandez arrested 

MSSH Cheerleading 
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By: Gabriela Llerena  
  I’m pretty sure we all 
know about online dating. There are 
so many online dating sites, eHar-
mony, j-date, Christian mingle, and 
that’s just to name a few. But the 
newest and apparently the most suc-
cessful dating website seems to be 
Facebook? Why? Simply because 
this is where the phenomenon of 
“Cat Fishing” was born. For those 
who are in the dark about cat fishing 
and what it is let me explain it for 
you; it’s when you trick someone to 
getting into an online relationship 
with false intention, for example if 
you need money then they get 
someone to fall in love with them to 
the point that they give them their 
bank account information. The worst 
part is that sometimes they won’t 
use their own pictures, and some-
times they aren’t even remorseful 
about it.    
 Now they took this idea and 
broke it into the real world with 
“Catfish: The Movie” which then 
went, everyone wanted to know if 
their true love that they met online 
was really who they said they were. 
So Nev (the star / producer of Cat-
fish: The Movie) approached the 
MTV producers and long story short 
“Catfish: the TV Show” was born! 
And now a year later this idea has 
gone viral. So many more people are 
doing this to feel better about them-
selves, have a better self-esteem, or 
even to get back at bullies. Who 
knows what possess these people to 
do these things. Now I’m not saying 
to date online; what I’m saying is Cat 

Fishing is real, so just be aware be-
fore you fall head over heels. 
 Now if you still want to date 
online, I have some tips for you to 
avoid getting Cat-Fished. First, try to 
get them to face time you. There’s 
many ways of doing this, ooVoo and 
Skype are just a few, find a way and 
if they’re not willing to keep trying. 
Most likely if this is happening to you 
then you are in the midst of getting 
Cat-Fished. If you have more doubts, 
I’m going to tell you a Cat-Fishers 
worst enemy is Google. Google eve-
rything you can, names, addresses, 
phone numbers, family members. 
Anything you can think of Google-ing, 
do it. You just have to stay safe when 
it comes to the online dating world 
because it’s a dangerous place. 
However, anyways stay strong, stay 
positive, and go out there and find 
your true love Hawks, wherever he or 
she may lie waiting for you to find 
them 

“Nev and Max have been exposing 
catfisher’s since season 1 !”- Eme-
lie Gerdes 

“Out of all the billions of people in 
the world, why would you want to 
pick a partners on the internet? 
You need friends.” - Illissa Llano 

By: Luis Rodriguez         
 Back in November of 2010 when Call Of 
Duty: Black Ops came out, it was an explosion 
here in the Miami area as players could trace 
their roots back to Cuba on a mission where 
players ride from a Cold War era Havana bar to 
the Bay of Pigs and eventually be able to hunt 
down the stunt double of Fidel Castro. Now, 
Floridians can once more reunite as the entire 
Caribbean setting -as well as select cities- will 
be geographically and historically recreated in 
an 18th century backdrop. Assassin’s Creed IV: 
Black Flag will take gamers across the Caribbe-
an Sea and will include Havana, Cuba; King-
ston, Jamaica; and Nassau, the Bahamas; com-
pletely recreated using antique maps and ar-
chived documents. Apart from these three cities, 
players will be able to explore over 50 unique 
locations that range from East Central America, 
South Florida, Jamaica, Cuba, West Haiti, the 
Cayman Islands as well as the Bahamas.  In 

Assassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag players will 
take the role of Edward Kenway, a conflicted 
character whose roots lie in Wales, Britain, as 
he becomes a privateer for the English crown 
in the genesis of the 18th century. He eventu-
ally succumbs to betrayal by the English 
crown and seeks retribution using the new 
pirate lifestyle; as the player, you will be able 
to help him rise to the top by exploring the 
lush greenery of the Caribbean open-world, 
collecting riches to update your ship, looting 
underwater wrecks, hunting marine wildlife, 
investing in the colonies and updating Ed-
ward’s armor and gear. Edward’s ship, the 
Jackdaw, will play a near-central role in the 
game. Improving the Jackdaw is essential to 
the game’s progress because naval battles 
are at the heart of the game. You will have to 
fight the Portuguese, Spanish, French, Dutch 
and English empires from your territory and 
make sure you stay top dog of the Caribbean 
while simultaneously abiding the creed. As-
sassin’s Creed IV: Black Flag will be out on 
October 29, 2013 for Xbox 360, PS3 and PC.  

By: Emelie Gerdes    
 This Suit and Tie duo have 23 Grammy 
awards, 67 million albums sold, and two Emmy 
Awards. They are currently named Legends of 
Summer, having started their tour in Toronto, 
Canada and ended it in Miami, Florida. Features 
accompanying this duo included Rick Ross and 
Timbaland. Justin Timberlake and Jay Z co-
headlined the Miami Sunlife Stadium on August 
16th, this being their last concert of the tour. Rick 
Ross and Timbaland appeared, performing to 
songs on both recent and old albums this duo 
has released. Timbaland uis also the producer of 
Jay Z’s new album “Magna Carter…Holy Grail” 
as well as Justin Timberlakes “The 20/20 Experi-
ence”. Justin’s choreography lit up the stage as 
well as the lights did. “Come on and two step with 
me, fill out the aisles, space out!” he told the audi-
ence, and his fans did not hesitate to do so. The 
lights gave an old black and white effect to the 
stage at times, and other times a more futuristic 
effect with blue lights. The crowd was at Timber-
lake’s beck and call as his voice compelled and 
hypnotized them.   
 Jay Z, also known as “Hov” was very 
contrasting and contradictory in performance. 
“Alright now, bounce, bounce, bounce!” he’d 
chant, a hand in the sky bouncing up and down 
with the rest of his body. Red lights adorned the 

stage when this lyrical genius spit his flow. Songs 
including “99 Problems” and “Tom Ford” had eve-
ryone, with their “diamonds” in the sky. “Come on 
everybody and fly with me, put your diamonds in 
the sky!” Hov would say, followed by putting his 
hands straight up in the sky, palms facing the sky 
as well, with his index’s and thumbs touching. 

Although they alternated performing, the 
concert as a whole seemed to flow together al-
most harmoniously, not making it seem like they 
were taking turns, but doing it together. J.T. had 
solo songs such as “Cry Me A River” and 
“Senorita” and during those moments, no one 
could take the stage from him, all spotlight was on 
him and it was his moment. Covering two Michael 
Jackson songs during the concert, Justin seemed 
to take on Michael Jackson’s persona during the 
songs, as well as when dancing. Justin Timberla-
ke’s dance moves seemed effortless as he glided 
across the stage as smoothly as ever, during eve-
ry performance. You could tell he gave it his all, 
he never stopped singing even when switching 
from song to song, it seemed like one long song 
instead of separate songs. Both Justin and Hov 
are amazing as performers with large fan bases. 

Together, the singing and rapping com-
plement each other as well as balance each other 
out. Coming together for songs like “suit and Tie” 
as well as “Holy Grail” both feature on their new 
albums, they continue to increase their support 
with a wide variety of styles and fans coming to-
gether as one. Hov, aka Jay Z, and J.T. , that re-
cently has been given the “Michael Jackson Van-
guard Award” both made their marks as legends 
during this past 2013 summer. 

Duck Dynasty 
By: Illisa llano  
 Duck Dynasty is a reality 
Television Series on A & E. It 
shows the lives of the Robertson 
family who became wealthy from 
their family operated business 
“Duck Commander” operated in 
West Monroe Louisiana. The busi-
ness began in a family shed 
where Phil Robertson spent twen-
ty-five years making buck calls 
from Louisiana Cedar trees. He 
may not look like it or speak about 
it much, but he played first-string 
quarterback at Louisiana 
Tech.  He was drafted into the 
NFL but Phil turned it down be-
cause it interfered with duck sea-
son. Instead he stayed in Louisi-
ana, married his high school 
sweetheart, Miss Kay, he built a 
house down by the river and to-
gether they raised four sons they 
primarily make duck and buck 
calls. Phil did not create the duck 
call until 1973.The Robertson men 
are, brothers Phil and Si including 
Phil’s sons Jase, Willie and Jep. 
His son Willie is now the CEO of 
the company, the only one with s 
business degree, he took the 
company from a shed operation 
down by the river to stores all over 
the nation. He says he got his 

skills as a salesman by selling fish 
at the market with his mom when 
he was younger. Even back then 
he was always working to negoti-
ate prices. Duck commander is 
now the bestselling duck call 
known to all by duck hunters in 
the United States. The Robert-
son’s have built a multimillion dol-
lar company. The bayou-dwelling 
rednecks have also broken rec-
ords. Last season on a hour long 
Christmas special premier De-
cember 5th, 2012 became the 
most watched A&E episode in the 
nation’s history. After breaking 
records last season, America's 
most recognizable family is back 
for a Season 4 of Duck Dynasty. 
Southern charm and sharp sense 
of humor is exactly what they are 
known for. This season on Duck 
Dynasty: Willie, Jase, and Jep 
organize a surprise vow renewal 
for Phil and Mrs. Kay’s 49th anni-
versary, a termite problem affects 
Duck Commander, and Si gets a 
mobility scooter after a fender 
bender with Willie. 

Havana Recreated Catfish TV Show 

TELEVISION: 

By: Arianna Rodriguez   
 Every  time we think about spooky  yet 
romantic series, the first thing that comes to our 
minds is Vampire Diaries .Since the first 4 sea-
sons  were so high in ratings it has become one 
of the most watched series  in the U.S .In fact  
the season 5 premiere is on October 3,2013 . 
From the interviews with the characters we can 
tell that this season is very promising, and that it 
has lots of surprises waiting for us. We all know 
that in this series there has always been a love 
triangle between Elena, Stephan, and Damon 
but sources say that in this season we can ex-
pect a new character which they referred as 
Elena’s new “best friend”. Does this mean that 
Elena will forget about her past and begin a new 

chapter in her life with her new “best friend?”. 
We don’t know yet the only thing we can do 
but wait patiently and see what happens. Also 
since Bonny died last season and the people 
loved her character so much, they are going to 
give her character a new turn. It turns out that 
they are going to find a way to bring her back 
to life .Besides, the new changes, there are 
going to be around six new characters to make 
it even fresher. The season is going to start 
right where the last one ended and they are 
going to be doing their freshman year in col-
lege .Besides all the good news , we have 
even more!! . They are offering a giveaway to 
gear up for the new season. This includes trips 
to Mystic Falls to see exactly where the sea-
son is being filmed. Be ready to see unex-
pected scenes!! 

Vampire Diaries 

The Legends of Summer 
Tour: Justin Timberlake 
and Jay Z   



        The Zeitgeist is the official publication of 
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