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 Bulletin Board  
♥ Black History Month 
 
♥ Valentine’s Day — Feb 

14 
 
♥ Junior Ring Ceremony 

— Feb. 26 
 
♥ FCAT Saturday  Tutor-

ing — Feb. 14,                      
21, 28, and  Mar. 7 

      8:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
 
♥ Prom ticket  sales — 

March 2 
 
♥ FCAT Reading —  

March 10 
 
♥ FACT Math —  
      March 11  
 
♥ FCAT Science — 

March 12 
 
♥ Fiddler on The Roof —

March 18 & 19 
 
♥ Faculty Basketball 

Game — March 19 at 
2:45 p.m. 

 
♥ Frolics Talent Show — 

March 26 

Saint Valentine: Romantic at heart 
By: Scott Bryson  
  
 Valentine’s Day is a 
holiday that celebrates our 
love and appreciation of that 
special someone. It may seem 
strange to an outsider that we 
set aside one day in the year 
to honor our love ones.  Val-
entine’s Day is not only a day 
to give a card, rose or a box 
of candy to your special 
someone, but encompasses 
the entire act of love. It is the 
one day where we can show 
our appreciation, even in a 
corny fashion, without fear of 
embarrassment from others.  
 As we spend our 
time flirting and/or distribut-
ing love cards to one another, 
we never get to the question, 
who is this Saint Valentine? 
The history of Saint Valen-
tine is shrouded in mystery. 

No one really knows the true 
story behind this man, or 
group of men. The Catholic 
Church recognizes three dif-
ferent saints named Valentine, 
or Valentinus, all of whom 
were martyred. One legend 
contends that in Rome, in the 
third century, Emperor 
Claudius II decreed that single 
men make better soldiers than 
married men. He outlawed 
marriage to gain a larger army. 
At the time, a priest by the 
name of Valentine, defied 
Claudius’s by continuing to 
perform marriages.  
 Valentines actions 
were discovered and Claudius 
condemned him to death. Ac-
cording to another legend, 
Valentine sent the first 
“Valentine” greeting himself. 
While in prison, Valentine fell 
in love with the jailors daugh-

ter and wrote her a letter ex-
pressing his love, and signed 
it, “from your Valentine”. A 
signature now used in most 
Valentine’s day cards. 
 Valentine’s Day is 
believed to be celebrated in 
mid-February to commemo-
rate the death of Saint Valen-
tine or his burial.  However, 
some claim that the Christian 
Church chose to celebrate 
Valentines feast day in mid-
February, in an effort to 
“Christianize” celebrations of 
the Pagan Lupercalia Festi-
val.  Even though the history 
of Saint Valentine is a bit 
murky, all stories contend 
that he was a heroic, romantic 
figure, and  we should all be 
thankful for his ideals on  
love for it gave way to the 
most romantic of holidays. 

How the world celebrates Valentine’s Day 
By: Gregory Baker 
  
 Valentine's Day has 
regional traditions in Europe. 
In England, a character called 
'Jack' Valentine knocks on 
the rear door of houses leav-
ing sweets and presents for 
children. Although he was 
leaving treats, many children 
were scared of this mystical 
person. In Wales, many peo-
ple celebrate St. Dwynwen's 
Day and/or St Valentine's 
Day on January 25. The day 
commemorates Saint Dwyn-
wen, the patron saint of 
Welsh lovers.  In traditional 
Catholic countries such as 
France and Spain, Valentine's 
Day is known simply as 

"Saint Valentin”. This day is 
celebrated in much the same 
way as other western coun-
tries, although in Catalonia, it 
is largely superseded by simi-
lar festivities of rose and/or 
book giving on El Dia de San 
Jordi (Saint George's Day). In 
Portugal, it's more commonly 
referred to as "Dia dos Namo-
rados" (Boy/Girlfriend's Day). 
Iin eastern areas of Europe, 
February 14 is when “St. Val-
entine holds the key to the 
roots”.  According to an an-
cient proverb, this period 
marks the commencement of 
vineyard and agriculture activ-
ity in the land.  In South 
America, Valentine’s Day is 
known as "Día del Amor y la 

Amistad" (Day of Love and 
Friendship) and is celebrated 
in similar fashion to the 
United States. Dia de Amor y 
la Amistad is quite popular 
and usually celebrated to-
gether on the 14 of February 
in South America (one excep-
tion is Colombia, where it is 
celebrated on September 20).  
Today, there is widespread 
criticism over the commer-
cialization of Valentine’s 
Day. The selling of Cards, 
accessories, and assorted gifts 
have become a necessity in 
the modern world. Economic 
crisis’ have forced companies 
and corporations to sell vast 
amounts of its products as a 
way to create revenue. 



 Entertainment 
What do women want? 

Weekend 
Movie Releases 
 
In Theaters: 
♥ He’s Just Not That Into 

You 
♥ Confessions of a Shopa-

holic 
♥ New in Town 
♥ Revolutionary Road 
♥ Curious Case of Benja-

min Button 
♥ Marley and Me 
 
In DVD: 
♥ Mamma Mia 
♥ Nick and Nora’s Infinite 

Playlist 
 

By: Laura Rodriguez 
 Everyday I walk the 
halls of MSSH and hear the 
same type of conversations; 
“Oh my God, I just can’t be-
lieve he did that to me! It’s just 
not right. He doesn’t know how 
to treat me the way I want.” It 
seems many women have cer-
tain expectations that some men 
aren't aware of or unlikely to 
realize automatically. Women 
have this image of what the 
perfect guy should look like 
and how he should act.  How-
ever, sometimes the package 
doesn’t fit the bill.  Some of the 
complaints centered around if 
he’s good looking, then he 
lacks brains, and when he’s 
smart, there’s no physical at-
traction.  Ultimately, a compro-

“I love it when a guy treats  
me with honesty and shows me 
love, and above all, treats me 
with respect.” 
 
“I don’t want to date a guy 
with a child’s mentality, I 
want a mature, romantic gen-
tleman that treats me the way 
a lady should be treated.” 
 
“Don’t disrespect me, and 
don’t pressure me.” 
 
“Don’t say I talk to much, join 
in the conversation, and give 
me your honest opinion.” 
 
“Please don’t lie, just be hon-
est, we deserve it.  Good or 
bad.” 

mise must be reached.    
 Therefore, after listen-
ing to my girlfriends discuss the 
subject, I’ve compiled a list of 
tips of sorts to help the male 
population decipher the female 
psyche. Don’t worry guys, 
you’re not too far behind in the 
game if you take notes and 
learn from what these women 
had to say.  Of course, those 
offering their opinions will 
remain anonymous in order to 
protect their identity. 
 
 “Personally, I would love a 
guy that is always willing to 
listen to me without giving me 
the usual “uh huh….”  A guy 
that really pays attention to me, 
and shows me that he genuinely 
cares about my feelings.”   

To: Jasmine    From: Luis 
Message:  I luv u Jasmine 

To: Daylin Benguria    From: Frank Blanco 
Message:  Happy Valentine’s Day baby! 

To: Mr. Fernandez    From: Amanda & Jennifer 
Message:  We love your sexy glasses! 

To:  Vanessa    From: Marvin 
Message:  11-24-08, I love you so much, 
Happy Valentine’s Day baby! 

To: Everybody   From: Mojo 
Message:  Happy Valentine 

To: Patti     From: “He” 
Message:  We’re through 

To: Shala J.   From: Scottifer 
Message:  It’s yours 

To: Football players  From:  Coach Pacheco 
Message:  Peace to my football players 

To: My Locas           From: Kiki 
Message:  Ifly guys ur the best.  “Friendship 
Matters” ily Marianita (pato) 

To: Scott “Scarfy” Bryson   From: Patti 
Message:  Marry me, masel tov! 

To: Wewe    From: Edwin 
Message:  Happy V-day wewe  ILY  

To: Bryan Murphy    From: Yury Orozco 
Message:  I love you baby!  

To: My boyfriend    From: Your girlfriend 
Message:  I love you!  Quack quack  

To: My love Sandy & homies  From: Urlove 
Bessy 
Message:  I luv my homies.  Happy Valen-
tine’s Day! 

To: Kenyon Powell   From:  Brittany Jean 
Message:  Happy Valentine’s Day sweetie!  

To: Teddy From: Care Bear 
Message:  Te quiero muchisimo my love 

To: Mi bebe Jose   From: Tu chiquitica 
Message:  Te quiero mucho bebe 

To: Sujayne   From: Daykel 
Message:  Te amo bebe 

To: Aboo   From: Panda Bear 
Message:  Baby you make my world 
go round and round, Aboo! 

To: Randy   From: Your Wifey 
Message:  I love you! 

To: Nyisa   From:  Big ois 
Message:  I love you sis 

To: Ms. Drew   From: Bryant 
Message: I love you, your favorite stu-
dent 

To: Isom   From: Someone special 
Message: Much love to you. 

To: Ms. Ackner    From: Becky 
Message:  I love you. 

To: Catherine Dinoffcio  From: Vincent 
Baggaruso 
Message:  Loves ya! Superior babe! 

To: Sammy The Big Boss   From: Shay your 
favorite niece 
Message: Call me Sammy! Love ya! 

To: Nataly McGee    From: Clint 
Message:  ILU     

To: Priscilla & Julia   From: Jasmine Gonzalez 
Message: Happy Valentine’s Day girls. 

To: Foreign Language Dept. From: Mr. Piedra 
Message: Thanks for all your effort. 

To: Nayma & Jessica H.   From: Lauren R. 
Message: You guys are awesome friends!  

To: David    From: Ennia 
Message:  I love you wall-e To: Merylin Martinez   From: Aurio Correa 

Message:  I love you! 
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To: Arabian Princess  From: Anonymous 
Message:  How you doing? 



 Entertainment 
Dinner and Movie 

♥ Wednesday — Dave and Busters, games half-off all day.  
     McDonalds, 49¢ Hamburgers and 59¢  
       Cheeseburgers 

♥ Thursday — Gameworks, Play Your Way Thursday,  
  $10.00 game card gets you unlimited play  
  from 7:00 – 12:00 p.m.  

  Wacky Thursdays at Bird Bowl, 50% off         
  bowling with student ID 
  AMC Sunset Place, $7.00 students  
  Kendall Ice Arena, $6.00 admission,  
  includes skates 
♥ Friday — Kendall Ice Arena, 8:30 to 12:00 p.m., $11.00       

          admission with skate rental, $9.00 bring your  
          own skate.  Live DJ 

♥ Saturday — Kendall Ice Arena, 8:30 to 12:00 p.m.,  
              $11.00 admission with skate rental, $9.00               
              bring your own skate. Live DJ 

♥ Sunday — McDonalds, 49¢ Hamburgers and 59¢ Cheese            
burgers 

 
♥ Dave and Busters — Sunday through Thursday, $15.99 

dinner plates come with a complimentary $10.00 game 
card.  $23.99 dinner plates come with a  $20.00 game card. 
Friday and Saturday, before 5:00 p.m. 

 

Penny Pinching: Inexpensive activities for money conscious students 

By: Monica Vazquez  

 Are you looking 
to treat your significant 
other to a genuinely roman-
tic time? Valentine’s Day 
is right around the corner, 
and many of us are still 
wondering what to do on 
this special day? Still, 
don’t despair. Here are 
some helpful hints that will 
surely make this Valen-
tine’s Day an unforgettable 
occasion.   

1. Staying around town? 
The possibilities are end-
less! If you stay in the im-
mediate area, there are 
plenty of  restaurants on 
the Circle and Westward 
Drive. For example, you 
can choose from, The Big 
Tomato, The Cozy Corner, 
Thai Rama, La Stanza, or 
Burrito Ville. 

2. Dinning alfresco? This 
takes a bit of planning prior 
to your outing. Bayside 
Marketplace is a really nice 
locale to have dinner fol-
lowed by a pleasant walk 
or a ride on a horse strong 
carriage.  There are plenty 
of restaurants to choose 
from near the main plaza 
where you can also enjoy 
the sounds of a lively band. 
Also, you can hear the 
waves while you dine at 
the outdoor restaurants that 
border the many verandas. 
Another romantic spot is 
the  Boardwalk on the 
beach where you can ex-
perience the sunset with 
your special someone. It 
will be an event your spe-
cial someone will never 
forget.  

3.  Romance at home? 
This option is for the 

budget-conscious student.  
This idea also requires 
planning and some cooking 
experience.  Prior to your 
date, make a trip to your 
favorite grocery store and 
stock up on the ingredients 
for your meal.  You can 
make dinner together or 
one of you can surprise the 
other.  Some simple meals 
are Macaroni and Cheese, 
Homemade Pizza, Spa-
ghetti and Meatballs, or for 
those of you that are real 
novices in the kitchen, 
there are plenty of frozen 
foods that will instantly 
transform you into a gour-
met chef.  After dinner, 
you can both enjoy a ro-
mantic movie in the com-
fort of your own home.  
You can even share some 
homemade popcorn.    

By: Geidy Vallin  and 
Daniella Cordoves 
 
 Is our plummeting 
economy burning a hole in 
your wallet? Is a night out 
with friends becoming a 
splurge fest? With rising 
prices affecting everything 
from gasoline to a gallon of 
milk at the supermarket, a 
night out with friends is a real 
challenge for some students 
and is quickly becoming a 
situation many are forced to 
avoid.  When we asked 
golden hawks what they do to 
have fun with friends without 
breaking the bank, these were 
their  responses. 
 
Stephanie Romo, 16, Junior 
- “Go bike riding and have 
picnics with friends instead 
of expensive dining.” 
 

Natalie Del Mazo, 16, Jun-
ior - “Rent movies, invite 
friends over, order pizza, and 
have everyone chip in.” 
 
Elizabeth Jimenez, 14, 
Freshman - “Going skate-
boarding with friends or 
walking around Miami 
Springs.  Campus Life on 
Tuesdays.” 
 
 Additionally, jobs 
are becoming scarce for eve-
ryone, especially for teens. 
Students’ budgets are getting 
tighter, leaving little money 
for recreation. Luckily, you 
can have a good time without 
necessarily breaking the 
bank. There are rather eco-
nomical  places around town 
that can make a night's tab 
bearable.  
 
 

  Gift giving ideas 
By: Tiffany Garcia  
 
 It’s that time of year again, 
Valentine’s Day, when we are ex-
pected to come up with romantic, 
original ideas that sweep our signifi-
cant other off of his/her feet.  What 
to wear, what to give, what to 
say…?  What is a student to do?  
The following are some inexpen-
sive, original gift giving suggestions 
that are sure to please: 
 
♥ Homemade Valentine Cards, 

glitter and all 
♥ Homemade Cookies and Cakes 
♥ Instead of giving an expensive 

flower arrangement, give a pot-
ted plant.  It will last longer. 

♥ Write a poem or love letter. 
♥ Dedicate him/her a song on the 

radio. 
♥ Inexpensive chocolates 
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 Sports Page 4 

Boys Varsity Baseball Schedule 

ever, the Cardinals were 
strong enough to hold the 
Steelers to 3 points. Ari-
zona’s offense was led by 
veteran quarterback Kurt 
Warner and they looked very 
unfocused in their first pos-
session-dropping passes and 
not picking up blitzes. The 
Steelers would dominate their 
next possession once again 
driving the ball downfield on 
the sleeping Cardinals de-
fense. However, Arizona 
again held the Pittsburgh of-
fense to just 3 points. Unfor-
tunately, Arizona was called 
for a “roughing the kicker” 
penalty and Pittsburgh was 
awarded a fresh set of downs. 
This time, Pittsburgh capital-
ized on their scoring chance 
when Steelers’ running back 
Gary Russell rushed for a 1-
yd touchdown rush. 
 The game seemed to 
be progressing as many  had 
predicted. The Steelers were 
out playing the sleepwalking 
Arizona Cardinals. However, 
the Cardinals would begin to 
pick up steam in the 2nd quar-
ter. Warner directed his of-
fense downfield capping off 
an amazing drive with a 1 
yard touchdown pass to tight 

end Ben Patrick. Pittsburgh’s 
lead was reduced to a 10-7 
lead. Suddenly, the Cardinals 
defense strengthened and held 
the Steelers to three straight 
three-and-out drives. Late in 
the 2nd quarter, Warner and 
wide receiver Anquan Boldin 
teamed up and put the Cardi-
nals in touchdown scoring 
territory.  However, a fatal 
interception by Warner 
changed the outcome of the 
game. Warner was intercepted 
by Steelers linebacker James 
Harrison in the end zone who 
ran the ball all the way back 
for a score as the first half 
expired. Instead of potentially 
being down, Pittsburgh had a 
commanding 10 point lead 
entering halftime. 
 The Steelers held 
their lead steadily in the 3rd 
quarter. They increased their 
lead to 13 thanks to a 21 yard 
field goal by Pittsburgh kicker 
Jeff Reed. The Steelers had 
held star wide receiver Larry 
Fitzgerald silent for most of 
the game. But, little did the 
Steelers know that Fitzgerald 
wasn’t ready to talk-he was 
ready to sing. 
 Pittsburgh entered the 
last 15 minutes of play with a 

20-7 lead. But, Arizona was 
not ready to quit. Halfway 
through the 4th quarter the Car-
dinals capped off a 78 yard 
drive when Warner lobbed a 
touchdown pass to Fitzgerald 
in the corner of the end zone. 
With 3 minutes left in the 
game, Cardinals punter Ben 
Graham’s punt placed the 
Steelers at their own 1 yard 
line. On 3rd and 10 from the 1 
Roethlisberger passed the ball 
downfield to wide receiver 
Nate Washington for a 20 yard 
gain. However, the play was 
called back due to a holding 
call in the end zone. Accord-
ing to NFL rules, holding in 
one’s end zone results in a 
safety. The Steelers lead was 
down to a narrow 20-16 lead. 
Plus, the Cardinals would re-
ceive the ball.  Then, the game 
took a dramatic and unpredict-
able turn. Warner hit a wide 
open Fitzgerald who sprinted 
for the end zone to give Ari-
zona their first lead of the 
game. It was now Ben Roeth-
lisberger’s turn. The young 
QB drove his team to the Car-
dinal’s 20 yard line where he 
connected with game MVP 
Santonio Holmes for the game 
winning touchdown. 

By: Luis Gutierrez 
 On Sunday February 
1, 2009, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers made history by be-
coming the first NFL fran-
chise to win six Super Bowls. 
A record setting feet that did-
n’t come easy. The Steelers 
were matched up against the 
Arizona Cardinals, who made 
their first ever Super Bowl 
appearance. On paper, it was 
Pittsburgh’s game to win. 
The Steelers boasted the 
NFL’s best defense while 
Arizona’s defense had al-
lowed the most yards ever by 
a team to reach the big game.  
Indeed, the Steelers domi-
nated the first three quarters. 
And then, came the fourth 
quarter. 
 Academy Award 
winner Jennifer Hudson sang 
the National Anthem to kick 
off Super Bowl 43. The Ari-
zona Cardinals won the coin 
toss and differed to receive 
the ball in the second half. 
The Steelers made sure they 
took full advantage of their 
first possession when Pitts-
burgh quarterback Ben Ro-
ethlisberger drove the ball 
down field on the very con-
fused Arizona defense. How-

Amazing touchdown catch gives Steelers sixth NFL Championship 


