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Mr. Ennis, Principal of the Year Nominee 

One year later, people are still rummaging 
through the rubble trying to piece together 
what’s left of their lives.  

Food, water, and other medical and shelter sup-
plies continue to make their way to Haiti to as-
sist with the relief efforts. 

CNN.COM 

Haiti disaster: One year after, rebuilding continues  
By: Shayleen Bernal          
 The numbers were staggering: more than 230,000 people killed, hundreds of thousands injured, 
and 1.3 million left homeless in just minutes on January 12, 2010. In response to this devastation, Direct 
Relief has provided the largest emergency response in its history, delivering $57 million in medical aid for 
people injured in and displaced by the earthquake. Activists who recently traveled there gave an assess-
ment of the current situation, and also their insights on the remaining problems that are hindering recon-
struction efforts. Topics of discussion include humanitarian aid concerns, rubble removal efforts, disease 
response as well as sexual violence and sanitation concerns in Haitian camps. Many children were 
adopted after the natural disaster since they stayed without a family and no shelter. The percentage of 
diseases and viruses is at its highest peak since after the earthquake. Much damage is still remaining in 
Haiti, making it hard to fix up any old streets and cities as well as towns and neighborhoods. No one is 
allowed to travel to or from Haiti due to the diseases that can be brought over to another country. On Jan-
uary 12, 2011 will commemorate one year since the earthquake in Haiti occurred. This memorable and 
unforgettable tragedy impacted many people around the world but Haiti still remains in our hearts along 
with all the families and friends of   those victims of the earthquake. Many of these families who are still 
trying to survive this crisis need help, food, shelter, clothing, medications, etc. Although we might think 
the situation is being taken care of it still remains a big issue, that is why we ask for the public to send 
clothing, canned food, blankets, toiletries, feminine products, water, diapers, and any medical supplies 
that can be helpful for these unfortunate people.    

CNN.COM 

By: Grethel Villalobos   
 Miami Springs Senior High School would 
like to formally congratulate Principal Thomas En-
nis on his district nomination for Principal of the 
Year award. Mr. Ennis has been our principal for 
three years and during those years has demon-
strated an outstanding capacity in handling the 
workings of our school. Mr. Ennis has been sup-
portive and helpful to both his teachers, staff and 
student body. When I surveyed students to ask 
what they thought about Mr. Ennis,  I received an 
overwhelming positive reaction, “Without Mr. En-
nis’ guidance, I wouldn’t be where I am today”, 
says Senior Nicholas Soto.“ He is a wonderful prin-
cipal and we should be thankful that we have a 
principal who is so dedicated to his profession and 
exudes so much positivity everyday”, says Junior, 
Samantha Lopez. His dedication goes above and 
beyond what is expected and it easily earns him a 
right among the district’s best. Once again, MSSH 
wants to thank you for your hard work and  integri-
ty. Congratulations on being a finalist!  

Don't Ask Don't Tell policy is repealed  
By: Grethel Villalobos     
 President Barack Obama has recently signed the repeal of 
the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell Policy" that limits homosexuals to serve in 
the armed forces. With his signature, the President puts forth an end 
to a policy that has tormented and discriminated homosexuals that 
are currently in the military and for all those who wish to join. 
 The President stated, "For we are not a nation that says, 
'don't ask, don’t tell.' We are a nation that says, 'Out of many, we are 
one.'" While this is a step in the termination of the policy, it has not 
been fully implemented. The policy needs to be evaluated by the 
President, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Secre-
tary of Defense to certify that this transition will not damage military 
readiness. After this initial evaluation, a 60-day waiting period is 
needed to proceed.      
 The President stated, “I have spoken to every one of the 
service chiefs and they are all committed to implementing this 
change swiftly and efficiently.  We are not going to be dragging our 
feet to get this done.” While the repeal of the D.A.D.T. policy has 
brought joy to many, others are finding ways to block it.  Legislation 
is being introduced by Republican Representative Duncan D. Hunter 
of California that is aimed at stopping the repeal. He has the support 
of many republicans as well as some high ranking officials in the 
armed forces, such as Marine Corps Commandant General James 
Amos. Commandant Amos has strongly expressed his disinterest in 
allowing gay men and lesbians to serve openly in the military forces. 
 If passed, the Hunter Bill states that "the repeal would only 
take effect if the chiefs of staff of the Army, Navy and Air Force, and 
the Marine Corps' commandant, certified that the move will not de-
grade the readiness, effectiveness, cohesion, and morale of combat 
arms units and personnel of the Armed Force under the officer's ju-
risdiction engaged in combat, deployed to a combat theater, or pre-
paring for deployment to a combat theater." This would make the 
repeal harder to implement since it would take more signatures to be 
in full effect and some of those officials strongly object the repeal of 
the "D.A.D.T. policy."      
 Mr. Hunter expresses that the opinions of these officials are 
essential to the implementation of such a law, and that excluding 
their vote on it, compromises national security. "This [bill] would put 
the service chiefs in that discussion, as they should have been from 
the very beginning," stated Hunter spokesman Joe Kasper.  
 "We need to put them at the forefront of this process to en-
sure that they can provide a clear, candid assessment about wheth-
er or not the implementation is feasible at the moment, or whether it 
creates any type of impediment to combat ranks," stated Repre-
sentative Hunter.       
 This attempt is being called redundant by many who support 
the repeal since it was understood that these officials would take 
part in the evaluation part of the law. "I see this as a last-gasp effort 
by Congressman Hunter to show us all he's on the wrong side of 
history," said Winnie Stachelberg of the Center for American Pro-
gress. Many see this as a desperate road block that may fall short in 
both houses of congress and, if passed, will most likely be vetoed by 
the President.        
 President Barack Obama expressed his gratitude on the day 
he signed the repeal to the armed man and woman in the United 
States Armed Services that support this law. "I want to thank all the 
patriots who are here today, all of them who were forced to hang up 
their uniforms as a result of “D.A.D.T.” -- but who never stopped 
fighting for this country, and who rallied and who marched and 
fought for change. I want to thank everyone here who stood with 
them in that fight," stated Obama.  
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By: Ivania Delacruz and Reinaldo Cruz
 A selected group of tenth grade 
students went to a Holocaust Awareness 
Day field trip on November 19, 2010. On 
this particular day, students got a once in 
a lifetime opportunity as they were able 
to meet a Holocaust survivor. At 8:00 
a.m. the students were dismissed from 
their classes and were instructed to meet 
right outside the pavilion which was led 
by the field trip sponsors, Ms. Madruga 
and Ms. Doyle. After the quick 5 minute 
meeting, the students boarded a bus 
bound to the Royal Caribbean terminal in 
the Port of Miami. At the port terminal, 
the students were given name tags with 
an assigned table number. At each table 
was a Holocaust survivor as well as a 
facilitator, who helped the operation to 
go smoothly. To start the day, students 
from at least 20 different schools were 
shown a documentary on the history of 
the Holocaust through the eyes of Jew-
ish children. Before the documentary 
however, the survivors were asked to 
leave the room because it contained 
graphic content that reminded them of 
horrible memories during that time of 
their lives. At the end of the film, the sur-
vivors returned and the students were 
able to listen to the story of their survivor 
in their “round table discussion”. During 
the round table discussion, students 
were able to ask questions about their 
survivor’s survival story. The students 
then learned that not all Holocaust survi-
vors were in concentration camps. Some 
survivors were in hiding in the country-
side of Poland during the war, for exam-
ple. Almost all of the Holocaust survivors 
attending the event were children at the 
time of the Holocaust and most of them 

brought original documents from 1943 
to show their peers how it felt to be “in 
their shoes” for one minute. One of the 
survivors actually wrote a book on his 
journey through the infamous concen-
tration camps. After the round table 
discussions, the students, as well as 
the facilitators and survivors, were 
treated to a free kosher lunch courtesy 
of the local Holocaust museum. After 
the kosher lunch, the students then 
heard from Tigor Hollo, a local entre-
preneur who was in charge of the first 
2-story building along Biscayne Blvd. 
During his speech, he mentioned his 
family as well as his triumph through 
Auschwitz, an infamous Nazi concen-
tration camp that killed over 1 million 
people alone. He concluded with one 
message, to remember the Holocaust 
and to give mercy to your fellow stu-
dents, family, and friends. Towards the 
end of the event, the local Holocaust 
museum announced that they have 
successfully brought a cattle car from 
Poland and that cattle car is one of 
only six left in the world. The museum 
said that the cattle car will be on dis-
play soon. In conclusion to this event, 
the students were able to experience 
the Holocaust through there survivor’s 
perspective, as a child, during this infa-
mous event in history. This trip serves 
as a type of seminar for students all 
around the county. To this reporters 
amazement there are those who 
choose to believe this tragedy never 
happened. Having experienced this 
trip myself I can clearly state it 
changed my life and of those students 
who were there. Emily Scott stated “so 
many people marked by such a trau-

It’s all about having faith 
By: Sammy Sosa    
 Are you in need of money during this bad 
economy? Do you need to pay bills or buy gasoline 
for your car? Well, if you just take 30 minutes of 
your spare time, go online to Prizelive.com, you can 
make over two dollars every day. I know, you are 
probably thinking, “two dollars, that’s it.”  My answer 
to you is, every little bit helps, and it ads. Up. All 
you have to do is fill out surveys, offers, and also 
watch videos. If you need help with anything just 
watch my video on YouTube and leave a comment. 
It is called How to Get Money on Your PayPal Ac-
count For Free. Following are several ways you can 
earn cash today.  
 
 Go Daddy Gift Card-Minimum $2.00 to cash out 
 Amazon gift certificate-Minimum $5.00 to cash 

out 
 PAYPAL (INSTANT)-Minimum $1.00 to cash out 
 Check-Minimum $5.00 to cash out 
 
 

Making money fast 

By: Andrea Vizcaino    
 We are halfway through the year and sen-
iors, get ready to reach for your wallets! As you all 
know now is when most of senior activities happen 
and when most of us become bankrupt or our par-
ents do. Even though senior year is the most expen-
sive year don’t get discouraged. These activities 
make our senior year 10 times better. From senior 
breakfast, senior week, and Grad bash we are able 
to experience this once in a lifetime chance because 
once you graduate you’re off to college and that is 
when you get a reality check and realize that high 
school wasn’t as bad as you thought.  So seniors 
make sure you budget your money correctly or at 
least be nicer to mom and dad because now is 
when senior year is about to really kick off.  
 Some Senior Expenses’ include Grad Bash
– $120, Prom- $95, Senior Breakfast– $45 and Cap 
Gown- $20. These prices may be high but some 
seniors think it’s worth the spending, such as Lily 
Iglesias 12th when asked why she thought senior 
activities were important she answered, “ Seniors 
activities are a major component of 
your senior year, you’ve waited for 
this for 11 years so of course it’s 
worth it!” When Kayla Rivas 12th 
was asked why seniors should par-
ticipate she answered “Participate 
as much as possible because it 
makes your senior year that much 
more fun.”   

Hold on to your wallet! 

By: Samantha Lopez    
 In the upcoming school year, a brand new 
course will be available to those interested in crime 
scene investigation and forensic science. This new 
course will have a plethora of activities: analyzing 
evidence such as DNA, fingerprints, blood, fiber, soil 
and hair. The forensics course will be incorporating 
the use of technology which is ever growing in the 
criminal justice field. The course will be an exciting 
way to get in depth look at crime preventing, fighting, 
and solving. If you love to watch TV programs like 
Forensic Files, The F.B.I. Files, Law and Order, CSI: 
Miami, you’ll love this course. Anyone interested in 
finding out more information regarding this course, 
can see their counselor. You can also show your in-
terest by selecting the class on your subject selection 
form under “Forensic Science”.  Additional changes 
are forthcoming.  Specifically, the introduction of a 
new academy under Math and Science and the addi-
tion of a Speech and Debate class which is reflected 
under the Language Arts section of your subject se-
lection form. Counselor Rosamelia Gonzalez is excit-
ed to have these courses returning to MSSH.   

CSI: Miami Springs 

matic past and still have the will to car-
ry on. Approximately six-million Jews 
were murdered by the Nazi regime and 
its collaborators. In a very ironic man-
ner the word holocaust means 
“sacrifice by fire” which was the fate of 
many Jewish families. Nazis came to 
power January 1933 during this era the 
German not only hated Jews but the 
German not only hated Jews but tar-
geted other groups  such as gypsies, 
the disable, and some of the Slavic 
people other groups were persecuted 
for political, ideological, and behavioral 
groups like the communist, Jehovah 
witnesses, and homosexuals. I had the 
privilege of interviewing many people  
but the most shocking was the story of 
a very old woman who told of her par-
ents huge struggle to smuggle her and 
her brother across country boarders. 
Her father and brother were beheaded 
by the Gestapo in attempts to have 
their way with her mother. That cold 
rainy night Eva’s mother sacrificed her 
body to four German soldiers in at-
tempts to keep her daughter from being 
touched. “Through all this hardship my 
people overcame because our god is 
great”. All these survivors hold just one 
thing in common, their numbers 
marked on them by Nazi at the concen-
tration camps they were forced to at-
tend. Some hold it as a constant re-
minder of a fear they will never sur-
pass. Others cherish it as a battle scar, 
a struggle they overcame. This reporter 
can testify that to all who were present 
these human beings just like all others 
truly witnessed “true faith in the hands 
of deception”.   

Golden Hawk Saturday Tutoring 

 

Dates: 1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/26, 4/2     
(additional dates for 9th grade Algebra 1 EOC    Ex-
am ONLY: 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30) 

Time: 8:30 a.m.—11:45 a.m. 

 

9th—12th GRADE STUDENTS WILL RECEIVE: 

 Reading 

 Mathematics 

 Science 
 

FREE PIZZA FOR ALL WHO ATTEND 
ENTIRE TUTORING SESSION. 

TIME TO SHINE GOLDEN HAWKS! 



Autism speaks at MSSH By: Stephanie Mateo   
 Blood leukemia is a serious cancer 
that originates from cells in the bone marrow 
and is characterized by the uncontrollable 
cells in bone marrow. Leukemia is usually 
treated through extensive chemotherapy or a 
transplant of bone marrow or spleen. All can-
cers not just leukemia has become a nation-
wide concern with few cures and preventions. 
There were approximately 21,014 deaths in 
1999 due to cancer. Now, 21,013 people die 
every year because of cancer, 1,751 per 
month, 404 per week, 57 per day and 2 every 
hour. Cancer doesn’t only occur in old people 
it can happen to anyone. In the years 1998 to 
2002 11.2% of cancer victims were under the 
age of 20. There may not be many cures to 
this tragic disease but people can survive. 
Madelynn a 9 week old baby just finish arriv-
ing into the world got diagnosed with leukemia 
because of an immunization shot she had 
been injected with that triggered the mutation 
of her cells. The doctors said she only had a 
10% survival rate. After 6 months in the hospi-
tal they found her a bone marrow donor from 
Sweden, who didn’t even know her, and she 
was sent home. Four moths later she was 
hospitalized once again due to complications 
and she had kidney failure, her family, friends 
and part of the community prayed for her the 
doctors thought she didn’t have a chance. 
Then a miracle happened the surgery went as 
planned and she was saved and the doctors 
guaranteed the cancer wasn’t going to return. 
She is now a healthy at 9 years old top in her 
reader in her 3rd grade class.   
 People don’t seem to take disease 
and injuries seriously till they experience it 

Leukemia survivors 

By- Lisbet Hurtado       
 Autism is a life long neurological disorder that occurs during the first 3 
years of life, and affects the brain’s normal development of social skills. The signs 
are the child does not respond to his or her name, language or speech is delayed, 
the child appears to be deaf, and the child doesn’t appear to be social. Autism 
isn’t exclusive to gender and statistics show it can occur in 1 out of 90 new born 
boys. Autism is the nation’s fastest growing developmental disorder.  There are 2 
different types of autism, Asperger and mild autism. My cousin, who is 7, has mild 
autism. Mild autism is autism that can be treated for by therapy. He repeats what 
you tell him but only when he wants to. They also have different behaviors. For 
example, he has an escape behavior which is that when he doesn’t want to work 
or talk he will run away or ignore you. He knows the way to the mall and his house 
better than I do. Asperger is autistic kids that are highly function. They also talk 
more.         
 In order to raise awareness, this reporter interviewed Mrs. Develasco to 
ask how she defines autism; she refers to it as “developmental delay”. Mrs. Deve-
lasco knows what autism is from first hand experience being a sped teacher for 
15 years. Mrs. Develasco has worked hands on with autistic children. Autism 
should be a more talked about subject and an issue which people are more aware 
of. Support autism and go to the walkathon in March. I always ask people what 
does autism mean? And most respond by saying I don’t know? Do you know what 
autism is?  Autism for kids isn’t easy but isn’t not so easy for the parents. As my 
aunt said “life as a parent with an autistic child isn’t easy.” Parents with an autistic 
child have to keep with a routine constantly. Also, not every autistic child as this 
diet but my cousin has a diet where he has to eat everything organic. Organic 
cost a lot more. Which isn’t easy to buy all the time. Another thing is the school. 
You have to send your child to a school but autistic parents have to send their 
child to a school that has teachers for autistic kids. Not that many schools have 
that. My aunt had to move to Kendall cause of schools.    
 Another thing is that autistic kids have to keep an eye on constantly and 
with working parents that’s hard. It’s difficult to trust someone you don’t know that 
well to watch after your child. My aunt has a guess you can call her a nanny to 
clean and do everything she can’t. It’s not easy to have a stranger in the house. 
My aunt gets frustrated by that sometimes. I do to when I’m at her house cause 
that means no privacy. So I can kind of relate to autistic parents. Show your sup-
port and attend the 11th walk for autism speaks on February 27, 2011 at Key Bis-
cayne.   
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What’s for lunch? The good, the bad, and the ugly 
By: Ivania Delacruz     
 Are you the type of person that wakes up in the 
morning and the first thing you think about is food. There 
are people that “eat to live” and some that “live to eat”.  
Whichever type you are, you should be very careful about 
the foods you consume. According to a recent article pub-
lished by the USDA, a proposed rule was initiated “to up-
date the nutrition standards for meals served through the 
National School Lunch and School Breakfast program as 
part of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010, signed 
into law by President Barack Obama on December 13, 
2010.” The USDA’s objective is to not only fight hunger, 
but also to prevent childhood obesity. The bottom line is 
that for children that come from low-economic families, 
their sole nutritional meal comes from a school cafeteria.  
And it doesn’t take a genius to figure out that students 
from higher economic backgrounds have more accessibil-
ity to fruits and vegetables, which in retrospect, provides 
for a healthier, nutritious base. According to the USDA, a 
teenage girl can consume approximately 1,800 calories 
per day to maintain an average weight, while teenage 
boys can eat about 2,200 calories, depending on their 
height and current exercise regimen.  However, with teen-
age obesity on the rise, this golden rule is not always fol-
lowed.        
 As a result, this reporter went undercover to “fish-
out” the 411 on the lunches provided by our very own 
school cafeteria. Usually, during lunch, I venture outside 
and  select something from our traveling cafeteria ven-
dors, either a pizza slice or a chicken sandwich. Some-
times, I just wait until I get home to eat something I like. 
Today however, I decided to broaden my horizons, by 
exploring what foods our cafeteria personnel had provid-

ed.  And I must say, 
that I was pleasantly 
surprise. Our cafeteria 
is filled with healthy 
foods which are not 
only nutritious but deli-
cious. There is the sal-
ad bar which has an 
array of veggies to 
make the salad of your 
dreams. And don’t for-

get to add the macaroni and tuna salads, which I must 
say, is very popular with the teachers.  On an average 
day, you can find a plethora of options, and I must attest 
to the fact that every school lunch comes complete with a 
vegetable, fruit, and juice drink. To continue this healthier 
approach, approximately two year ago, MDCPS eliminat-
ed all canned sodas from school vending machines and 
replaced them with vitamin waters and milks. The reason 
being that parents were complaining about the amounts of 
carbonated drinks that their children were consuming. 
This is a major step in providing for a healthy environment 
and lifestyle, which will improve the way kids eat. All cafe-
teria food is made with 100% vegetable oil. Almost every 
dish is baked, instead of battered or fried, and all meats 
are chosen to the required grade. This healthy approach 
has changed the students’ outlook on foods. Students are 
eating foods differently, and hopefully, if this trend contin-
ues, it will provide for a healthier, and food-conscious 
adult.      Therefore, give our cafe-
teria a try if you haven’t explored their many options. A 
great morning starts with a superb breakfast. Ladies, start 
your mornings with a yogurt and a piece of fruit. Gentle-
men, try the pancakes. The choice is yours, but remem-
ber your calories. Now, if you decide to splurge in the 
morning with a bagel and cream cheese, have a healthier 
lunch and make your way to the salad bar. Remember 
that the salad bar is open to everyone, this includes stu-
dents on free and reduced lunches.  All cafeteria lunches 
are proportioned to ensure the correct amounts of daily 
calorie intake.   Leaving the cafeteria behind, 
MSSH also has numerous vending machines convenient-
ly placed carrying every-
thing from multi-grain bars 
to mineral waters. Hope-
fully, by the end of the 
school day, you will have 
consumed a little over half 
of the calories you need 
daily; still leaving plenty of 
room for dinner at home.  
Remember that modera-
tion is the key.  
  

Here are some tips to fol-

low when selecting certain foods: 

Egg Yolk 

Bad: Can cause high-cholesterol 
Good: Provides protein, vitamins A, D, Zinc & iron 

Nuts 

Bad: This Calorie-filled, high-fat snack causes weight 
gain 
Good: Packed with vitamins & minerals. Contains 
monounsaturated fat (healthy fat) 

Red Meat 

Bad: High in saturated fat & clogs arteries 
Good: Some meats like chicken and pork are lean.  
Red meat is needed for energy production & contrib-
utes to overall endurance.                                  
Ugly: Certain red meats can be expensive to buy. 

Cheese 

Bad: Dairy is high in fat. 
Good: Rich source of calcium, magnesium, & high-
quality protein. Suggestion: reduced-fat cheeses. 

firsthand. Many of you may not know this 
but one our very own hawks went through 
this experience. George Rodriguez 4 
years ago, July 2007 George was diag-
nosed with leukemia. 6 years after gradu-
ating from our very own Miami springs 
senior high. George’s illness was devasta-
tion to his family and his sister Annie Ro-
driguez, who graduated last year. She let 
me know about the months of searching 
for a bone marrow donor that was com-
patible with him they found one from Ohio. 
The transplant was performed at a univer-
sity in Orlando. His sister let me know that 
George has been doing good now for 
three years and it was a miracle and a 
blessing to know that he was safe. No-
body knows what the exact causes of leu-
kemia are, whether it happens because of 
exposure to radioactivity or abnormality in 
cells. But it can happen to anyone and the 
results can be deadly. 

Bing.com 

Baby Madelyn in 
the first round of 
chemotherapy.  

Madelyn today 

Photo: Ivania Delacruz 

Photo: Ivania Delacruz Photo: Ivania Delacruz 
Tips: Annette Hernandez 
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Academy of Hospitality and Tourism 

BLACK AND WHITE BALL 

Photos: Tanairis Suarez 
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MSSH’s fashion police 

By: Stephen Brinkman and Jason Schmidt
 I hope you haven’t bought one of 
those new $4000 3d TV's that require glass-
es, because Toshiba has already announced 
the Regza. It's a 3D TV that does not require 
glasses to view! It uses a similar technique 
that the Nintendo 3ds uses. Pixels are now 
arranged in groups of 9, one of each color. 
There is a lens placed in front of each group 
that scatters the light in 9 different directions 
causing the image to have depth when 
viewed from the correct angle. As of now, the 
televisions only come in 12” and 20” versions 
and require the viewer to be seated 2 and 3 
feet away respectively. The viewing angle is 
also only 40 degrees to each side of the TV.  
The 12” version is priced at a whopping 
$1,400, and the 20” selling at a wallet busting 
$3,500. This is an extremely steep price for 
the size of the screen, and many consumers 
will most likely wait at least 5 years to dive 
into this technology. (Much like HDTV’s). 
Currently, the technology is only available in 
Japan, but in the following year or two the 
technology will spread. The rate at which 3D 
technology is expanding is tremendous. This 
is extremely evident with the release of 3D 
TV’s that don’t require glasses only 1 year 
after glasses-required TV's came out. PS3 
already supports 3D and home computers 
already have 3D kits that can convert your 
computer to 3D for only around $100, that is 
if you computer can handle it. They have al-
ready announced hand held systems that 
don’t require glasses, such as the new 
Gameboy, the Nintendo 3DS, and new 3D 
smart phones such as the Sony Playstation 
Phone that is coming out. So if you don’t 
want to embrace this change, you better get 
used to it, because this technology is explod-
ing.  

The Autostereoscopic 
Television 

By: Madelyn Reyes    
 Have you ever felt disheartened with school 
because your grades don’t match up to your own ex-
pectations? Not sure about what to study in college? 
Not sure if your going to attend college? The key is to 
not get discouraged; remember that even one person 
can make a difference and one positive action can 
lead to many more. If you still can’t find inspiration, 
perhaps these well-known people can shine some 
light on the situation.  These actors, singers, inven-
tors, presidents were once regular people who fol-
lowed their hearts even in the face of adversity.  They 
gave their blood, sweat, and tears just to see their 
dreams come to a reality.  Let’s be honest, if these 
role models gave up; we would have never known 
the true definition of talent or courage. And this re-
porters tells you the same thing, just when you think 
that something is difficult, tell yourself, “it’s difficult 
but not impossible.” 

If you’ve never failed, you’ve never lived. “All of our 
dreams can come true, if we have the courage to 
pursue them.”        
 - Walt Disney 

Who is this person? What happened? How it helped them 
Michael Jordan Cut from the high school basketball 

team; he went home to his room and 
cried. 

Former American basketball player who was 
quoted by the NBA as “the greatest basketball 
player of all time”, a business man and owner of 
the Charlotte Bobcats. 

Walt Disney Fired from a newspaper because he 
“lacked imagination” and had “no original 
ideas.” 

Iconic American film maker, director, screenwrit-
er, entertainer, animator and entrepreneur 

The Beatles Turned down by the DECA recording 
company who quoted: “we don’t like their 
sound and guitar music is on way out.” 

English rock band, one of the most critically ac-
claimed acts in history of popular music. 

Lucille Ball Dismissed from drama school with a 
note that said: “she’s wasting her time, 
she’s too shy to put her best foot for-
ward” 

The most influential stars in America with one of 
Hollywood’s longest career (main character of I 
Love Lucy). 

Ulysses S. Grant A failed soldier, farmer and real state 
agent. At 38 years old he worked with 
his father as a handy man. 

18th president of the U.S, military commander dur-
ing the civil war. Thanks to him the Union Army 
defeated the confederate military. 

Thomas Edison A teacher told him he was “too stupid” to 
learn anything and he should go into a 
field that he might succeed virtue of his 
“pleasant personality.” 

An American inventor, scientist and business man 
who developed many devices that influenced life 
around the world, considered one of the most 
iconic inventors in history. 

Abraham Lincoln His fiancé died, he failed in business 
twice, he had a nervous breakdown and 
was defeated in 8 elections. 

16th president of the U.S. he successfully ended 
slavery, preserved the union and helped the 
country go through the American Civil War. 

Take a change on life; it won’t disappoint 

By: Celeste Kelly 
 How many times do you 
hear, “turn it down?” Parents 
say it daily, teachers request it 
constantly, and your ears would 
scream it if they could. All of us 
as teenagers pretty much  al-
ways listen to loud music. You 
can simply take a peek through 
the halls of MSSH and see ear-
phones’ hanging out from the 
side of someone’s head, loud 
enough for everyone within a 
five mile radius to hear. Music is 
a beautiful and creative influ-
ence on our generation, but lis-
tening to music too loudly so 
close to our ears can perma-
nently damage our hearing for a 
lifetime. There is a disorder of 
the ear called Tinnitus, the per-
ception of sound within the hu-
man ear in the absence of corre-
sponding external sound, which 
is a symptom of Meniere’s dis-
ease, a disorder of the flow of 
fluids of the inner ear. Tinnitus 
can, in very rare situations, be a 
symptom of other serious prob-
lems such as Aneurysm or brain 
tumors. This disorder impacts 
around 50 million people in the 
US every year and millions more 
around the world. There isn’t 
any specific treatment for tinni-
tus. It can simply go away on its 
own or may be permanent and 
cause vertigo. Loud music so 
closely to the ear is the leading 
cause of this disease in young 
adults. The only way to help pre-
vent the damage of Tinnitus and 
Meniere’s disease is to turn 
down your music! Don’t have 
your earphones in your ears 
more than about an hour be-
cause nasty bacteria’s can de-
velop in and on the buds. Turn 
the volume to at least half of 
your music players capacity, 
your hearing, especially in this 
day and age, is one of your 
most important assets, don’t risk 
losing it forever. 

 

Turn it down! 

 One of MSSH’s most 
revered Language Arts 
teachers, Mr. Williams rep-
resents himself quite dash-
ingly, in his casual khakis 
and a blue button down 
shirt. He told reporters that 
he bought most of his fall/
winter clothes at Kenneth 
Coles and at high-end de-
partment stores for men. 

The always stylish Ms. Romero 
has shown everyone that you can 
be successful and still manage to 
look fabulous while doing it. Our 
beloved Assistant Principal looks 
very classy in her tailored suits, 
flowing scarves and accessories 
that only accentuate her outfit as 
well as her personality. Some 
places where she gets her ward-
robe are Express For Women, and 
Burlington Coat Factory. 

Coach Pacheco sports a warm 
colored outfit, matching with the 
latest trend of stripes on top. He 
confessed to reporters that he 
usually gets his sporting assem-
bles at Sports Authority, and that 
his wife buys him all the other 
fancy clothes he wears.  So I 
guess we must thank Mrs. 
Pacheco for this look. 

The lovely Mrs. Suarez from Foreign 
Language is as impeccable as ever 
in her cream colored suit and  exotic 
animal print blouse, which she 
paired with some classic pointed-
toe stripped heals. Looks like this 
outfit can’t be purchased just any-
where; Mrs. Suarez goes to depart-
ment stores like Macy’s and Neiman 
Marcus to satisfy her style cravings. 

Mrs. Karlick, the hardworking editor of the Zeitgeist and mother 
of two seems to have a knack for cute clothing. This is just a 
glimpse of the amazing, classy yet casual style that she possess-
es. She is clad in simple, yet elegant dark CK blue jeans, paired 
with a white button down shirt, sparkly sandals from Vince Ca-
muto, and silver accessories. You can say that she has stepped 
up her wardrobe and has become one of the best dressed teach-
ers in the school.  Her favorite store is Nordstroms. 

By: Emily Scott 

Photos: Ivania Delacruz 

Bing.com 



 

Sports Page 6 

By: Shayleen Bernal 
and Brandan Fisher 

The First Freshman on 
Varsity, A role player and 
starter despite being a 
freshman. Julian only 
played 4 games out of the 
first 7 games the team 
played this season due to 
personal reasons. In 
those 4 games he scored 
12 points against Ameri-
can, 6 points against 
Goleman, 8 points 
against Hialeah and 2 
points against Coral Park. 
He averaged 7 points and 
6 rebounds per game. 
However, he’s ready for 
the last 11 games and to 
come back and be a 
force. But he says if it 
wasn’t for the support of 
his team he wouldn’t be 
the player he is now. In 
the game of basketball 
teamwork means every-
thing, on and off the 
court. And that’s what 
MSSH’s varsity basketball 
team is all about. With the 
leadership of team cap-
tains Rajiv Prabhaker and 
Danny  Valdez, Julian will 
learn more about the 
game becoming a star.  

 

Julian Alderete  

Class: Freshman 

Age: 15 

Height: 6’2” 

Weight: 158 lbs. 

Position:  

Number: 4 

Quote: Like Jordan Says 
“Obstacles don’t have to stop 
you. If you run into a wall, 
don’t turn around and give up. 
Figure out how to climb it, go 
through it, or work around it.” 

Basketball 

By: Kristen Amaro and Scottie  

  “IT’S OUT OF THE PARK! 
HOMERUN! ” Baseball season is right 
around the corner. Players are warm-
ing up and have been conditioning dur-
ing Fall Ball. With practices Monday-
Friday in the baseball field from 2:40-
5:30 P.M. Coach Morris and Coach 
Carlos are starting practice early this 
year and the team is looking very 
good. If you have talent in baseball you 
can come talk with Coach Morris or 
come to tryouts on Martin Luther King 
Day, January 17, 2011 at the field. We 
have a young team but with speed and 
good players. We hope for boys inter-
ested to join because STATES HERE 
WE COME!  Along with the fans, Gar-
net Girls are there to cheer them on. 
The Garnet Girls are a very supportive 
group of girls who help to fundraise 
and support our Miami Springs base-
ball team. Any girl who is very school 
spirited should consider joining. The 
Garnet Girls get to create posters and 
signs for the games. Along with per-
sonal baseball cheers. They also get to 
have their own jerseys with whoever’s 
number and last name on the back.  
We hope to get a lot of support from 
our classmates to join baseball and be 
a part of Garnet Girls. 

Baseball and 
Garnet Girls 

come relevant again in the competitive Dade 
County soccer scene. Led by Coach Silva, the 
expectations for the 2010 season were once 
again at a hindering low.  Apparently, that is all 
the Golden Hawks needed to rebound.  Things 
got turned around quickly following a fast and 
rather unexpected start.  Uplifted by the play of 
seniors Marvin Gallardo, brothers Carlos and 
Jorge Sotolongo, junior Yoan Mora, and the 
much anticipated return of Lycke at goalie, the 
team began playing with much enthusiasm, 
and energy reminiscent of the 2008 boys that 
reached GMAC’s and Districts.  Finishing the 
regular season with five wins and three losses, 
many were surprised with their rapid turna-
round, and some consider them a legitimate 
threat in the upcoming Districts.  It is 
unknown what is in store for our MSSH boys’ 
soccer team in the upcoming years.  District 
Champs?  Possibly so.  GMAC title?  Could 
happen.  State Championship?  It never hurts 
reaching for the stars.  But one thing is for cer-
tain, Golden Hawks Boys Soccer is BACK!     

By: Luis Gutierrez   
 Call them butter, because they’re on a 
roll.  I’m talking about MSSH’s very own Boys 
Soccer team, who has turned heads with a 5 win, 
3 loss, and two draw record and an upcoming trip 
to Districts.  But, it’s not the number of games won 
nor the tournament invite that has everybody 
floundered, floored and amazed.  It is the vast im-
provement that this team has made from one year 
ago at this time that has everyone dropping their 
jaws. Easily recognized last season as one of 
Dade County’s worst athletic teams, the Golden 
Hawks failed to win a game going 0-6-3.  Ham-
pered by the departures of Coach Chris Deno, 
veterans Clinton McGee and Kevin Cobas along-
side the season-ending injury of All-Dade Goal-
keeper Christian Lycke, MSSH was already com-
ing into the year with expectations lower than usu-
al.  However, if things were bad off the field, they 
were even worse on it.  A debacle of bad and in-
experienced play made the 2009 boys soccer sea-
son one of the worst in school history.  It was so 
bad, that many questioned if they would ever be-

Boys’ Soccer: At center of MSSH 
Success Sports Success 

By: Yessenia De Paz and 
Luis Gutierrez                 
On February 3, 2010 dur-
ing National Signing Day, 
Kenny Holmes will sign his 
official letter of intent to 
Florida International Uni-
versity. Considering that 
Kenny only played one 
season for the Golden 
Hawks, this is an incredi-
ble accomplishment in ad-
dition to the great work 
that he has done on the 
field this season.  Usually 
it takes the average high 
school football player all 
four years of play to re-
ceive a scholarship offer, 
so we are all expectant 
and exciting to see what 
he can achieve at the col-
legiate level. Kenny will 
join MSSH alums Derrick 
Jones, Willis Wright, 
Randy Williams, and star 
playmaker T.Y Hilton at 
FIU, a program whose star 
is rising very quickly in the 
College Football land-
scape.    So on behalf of 
the Zeitgeist, we wish 
“Sunshine” the best of 
luck. 

Kenneth Holmes 

Class: Senior 

Height: 5’ 10”  

Weight: 175 lbs. 

Position: Receiver 

Number:  7 

Stats: Three punt return TD, three 
kick off TD, three receiving TD, and 
four hundred yard receiving, won 
First in All-Dade. 

Facts: He’s into taekwondo - Junior 
Olympics, won eight times. Made the 
USA National Team, four times. Won 
the US Open four times and earned 
one silver, two gold,  and two bronze 
in the Taekwondo world games. Win-
ner of six pacific games. 

College Offers: Received many, but 
chose F.I.U (full scholarship) 

Nickname: Sunshine 

Football 

By: Luis Gutierrez  
 The 77th annual Orange 
Bowl Classic pitted the Stanford Car-
dinals (13-1) against the Virginia 
Tech Hokies (12-2).  One of five 
marquee matchups as part of Col-
lege Football’s Bowl Championship 
Series (BCS), the matchup was to 
provide a contest between two 
teams known for having competitive 
fire, and competitive- it was not.  The 
Cardinals routed the Hokies 40-12 in 
what was an impressive one team 
showing rather than a two team pow-
er struggle. Held in our very own city 
of Miami at Sun Life Stadium, the 
Cardinals made a clear cut state-
ment on how good a team they are, 
and how good a team they can be as 
they look towards a preseason #1 
ranking heading into the 2011 sea-
son. Coming into the game, most of 
the talk was based on the possible 
defections of Stanford Coach Jim 
Harbaugh and Quarterback Andrew 
Luck.  Harbaugh, one of the most 
successful coaches in college foot-
ball, led Stanford to their first BCS 
Bowl since 1972, was the subject of 
many coaching rumors in the Nation-
al Football League (NFL). Known 
around the league as the Quarter-
back of the Indianapolis Colts before 
superstar Peyton Manning was draft-
ed, his younger brother is currently 
Baltimore Ravens Head Coach John 
Harbaugh.  His ties to the NFL run 
deep and many teams have taken 
notice, including our very own Miami 
Dolphins, who were prepared to 

make Harbaugh the NFL’s highest 
paid coach with an 8 million dollar 
salary offer.  Luck, was predicted by 
numerous scouts to be the first play-
er taken in the 2011 NFL draft.  Alt-
hough he was an engineering major 
with intentions on getting his de-
gree, many doubted his return to 
Stanford with the NFL knocking on 
his front door.  It would seem that 
these distractions would some way 
affect Stanford’s play.  However, the 
Cardinals was nowhere near fazed 
by the whirlwind of rumors.  Going 
into halftime leading by a mere 13-
12 score, they came out swinging in 
the 2nd half outscoring Virginia Tech 
27-0 to take their first BCS bowl win 
back home to Palo Alto, California 
since the 1972 Rose Bowl.  Luck, 
named the game’s MVP, showed 
his true worth going 18 for 23 for 
287 yards, 4 touchdowns, and 1 
interception.  Tight End Coby Fleen-
er set a new Orange Bowl Record 
catching three of Luck’s four touch-
down passes.  Stanford also accu-
mulated 534 yards of total offense 
against a Virginia Tech team, known 
mostly for their stingy defense led 
by Coach Frank Beamer and Defen-
sive coordinator Bud Foster. There 
are a lot of doubts about the future 
of Stanford Football.  But, there is 
no doubt the Cardinal was the better 
team at the Orange Bowl Classic, 
giving South Florida a glimpse of 
good, solid football.   

   

Stanford Dominates Virginia Tech at Annual 
Orange Bowl Classic 

Photo: Ivania Delacruz 

Photo:  Joselin Contreras 
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Band Name: Memphis Drive 

Band Members: Leonel Flores - vocals and guitar & Chris-
topher Macomber - guitar, piano, and vocals 

Music Genre: lounge, indie, pop-punk. 

Influences: All Time Low, We the Kings, Dropout Year, 
Bright Eyes, The format, the scene aesthetic, this province. 

What Memphis Drive would like you to know: The band 
was formed no longer than a month ago and we already 
have over 6 songs, 3 of which haven’t been released. Truth 
is, we actually haven’t driven to Memphis yet 

Check them out and their music on Facebook! Search: 
Memphis Drive 

Band Spotlight 

Springs has its own 
celebrity 

By: Ivania Delacruz    
 Jordan Sierra, a student at MSSH, or better known 
by most as Vers’, is talent deriving from will, faith, and de-
termination. It has come as a surprise to me that such a 
young person has become so popular, says Mrs. Karlick 
journalism advisor and Jordan’s English teacher. Vers’ 
came to this reporters attention  because of the wild popu-
larity of his rhyming skills. He is trying hard to follow what is 
in his soul and that is something that should always be rec-
ognized. Jordan started recording his rap videos about six 
months ago, but his talent expands farther than that. Being 
recognized all over the internet for his natural ability at such 
a young age, Jordan has become a local face book celebri-
ty. His YouTube viewings reach over 1.5 million. From an 
early age, he realized he had an ability to create poetry in 
his mind in mere seconds of time. Having witnessed myself 
this amazing talent I can say it is definitely an experience 
that leaves you thinking how his brain works so fast and so 
accurately. Jordan says this is because he has passion and 
with it he will go where ever it takes him . At 17 years of 
age, this student clearly puts Miami Springs Senior High 
school out there.  Much of Jordan’s rap songs have been 
influenced by the hip hop artist Naz who started just like 
him. To add to his abilities as a rapper he can also write as 
well as he raps . Mastering these  abilities greatly helps his 
rhymes. “The weeks before I became known no girl would 
talk to me  and now I cant be alone“, said Vers’ during his 
interview. These days most hip hop artist tend to blow up 
their egos, but now Jordan completely tries to stay as hum-
ble as he can. His “plan b” is to pursue a medical anesthe-
siology degree. His dream is also to meet Justin Beiber 
because at the same age Justin has reached heights Jor-
dan wishes to reach.  

From impossible to possible: “Hide 
your kids, Hide your wives.”  

By: Shayleen Bernal  
 Nowadays it seems 
as if anyone can become fa-
mous or at least gain tempo-
rary notoriety, especially on 
the internet. In 1985, for in-
stance, the well known song 
“Ice Ice Baby”  was released 
by rapper Vanilla Ice who be-
came known as the “One hit 
wonder”. A short time later,    
in 2007, Fergie from the Black 
Eye Peas came out with a 
song called, “Fergalicious”. 
That song led two girls from 
Hialeah to create their own 
style of the song naming it 
“Chongalicious”, which was 
heard all over Miami. This so 
called song they came up 
with took these two young 
girls from Hialeah, FL into the 
spotlight for two to three 
months with just this one 
song. But the “one time fame” 
doesn’t stop here.  Last year, 
a young lady, named Kelly 
Dodson, who lives in Ala-
bama,  was attacked by a 
rapist and was interviewed 
along with her brother Antoine 
Dodson who witnessed it. 
When he heard his sister 
screaming from the room and 

soon ran to her and caught 
the rapist trying to sexually 
assault her. After they inter-
viewed Antoine Dodson, his 
gestures and what he had 
said on live TV became a new 
hit single. “Hide your kids, 
hide your wives” which was 
one of the statements  by An-
toine Dodson became lyrics 
to the song “Hide your kids, 
Hide your wives”. The song 
was created by the Gregory 
brothers, The two young men  
made a video with the ges-
tures and statements from  
Antoine Dodson’s interview 
as a joke. Unexpectedly, due 
to the video’s popularity on 
the web, the video became a 
hit single on iTunes. The vid-
eo was announced at the 
VMAS and also performed at 
the BET awards. Antoine 
Dodson enjoyed his “15 
minutes of fame” and just like 
any other artist his song is 
heard by hundreds of thou-
sands and has even became 
a ringtone for some people, 
including this author. So in 
other words, has fame be-
come easier to reach?  

Gaming: Gears of War 3 
By: Nicholas Soto   
 Gears of War 3, the third installment in 
the Gears of War trilogy, is scheduled for release 
in April of this year. While still in the development 
phase, it is rumored to have 4 player online co-
op, with plenty of returning and exciting new 
game modes. New characters are also going to 
be introduced, along with the third Carmine 
brother. Microsoft and Epic games held an event 
in which Xbox Live users were allowed to buy 
Avatar t-shirts to choose whether they wanted 
Carmine to live, or die, like his previous 2 broth-
ers. The results of the event still have not been 
shown. Epic is also releasing a Gears of War 3 
multiplayer beta with the Epic Bulletstorm edition 
to give players a first glimpse of their upcoming 
blockbuster. Gears of War 3 is also adding vari-
ous new weapons to its current arsenal.  The 
game also allows for new moves and the ability 
to swap weapons with squad mates and knock-
ing over enemies. These changes will hopefully 
make this installment the best game to hit stores 
this year. Remember to check with parents be-
fore purchasing. 

By: Elise Mesa        
 We’re hearing nothing but good things about new local band, Memphis 
Drive. This group features our very own senior, Leo Flores and 2010 graduate, 
Chris Macomber.  With the help of the ever popular social networking of Facebook, 
they have published five songs so far and are quickly gaining fans. Their music can 
be described as a mixture of lounge, indie and pop-punk. So fans of bands like All 
Time Low, We The Kings or Brighteyes, will find this band to be similarly talent-
ed.  Memphis Drive has continued to work hard in the studio to record more and 
more songs, releasing them for the public on the bands official facebook page. 
Soon enough, this acoustic band advises that Memphis Drive will be performing 
live. Memphis drive has only been around since this past November, but they have 
succesfully completed over six original songs and are well on their way in the mu-
sic world. Leo, guitarist and vocalist, assures, “We’re devoted to the things we do 
and have a stable sound.” And adds  “I just hope this goes somewhere farther than 
Facebook”. Though this may come as a shock to fans, when asked exactly what 
the band would like their fans to know, they responded, “Truth is, we haven’t actu-
ally, driven to Memphis yet… ” We can only admire their honesty, but question, 
then why exactly did they choose this name? They merely respond, “We thought 
that the band name would most suit our genre.” You can check out this band for 
yourself at facebook.com or follow MemphisDrive on Twitter.  

google.com 

Photo: Ivania Delacruz 

facebook.com 

http://facebook.com�
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