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For the first time in FCAT history, Miami Springs  
Senior High is an “A” School 
By: Nancy Valle and Reinaldo Llerena  
 Miami Springs Senior High is a school with a 
plethora of clubs, athletics teams, academics and activi-
ties.  Recently, Springs received a school grade of an “A,” 
the first time in its history. Some of the things that Springs 
did to become an “A” school was to offer tutoring in read-
ing and math, offer Saturday school classes and pursue a 
rigorous reading intervention during the day with students 
who were struggling. The school offered incentives for the 
students who attended tutoring sessions and for those 
that  passed the FCAT; activities such as dances and 
field trips were planned. Miami Springs’ goal was to raise  
scores in the reading and math FCAT, especially with the 
students who were in the lowest 25 percentile. Additional-
ly, teachers and administrators encouraged students to 
take on more AP classes and to participate in the SAT 
and the ACT administration. One major change that the 
school has undergone is that there is now a sense of 
pride, an increase in the level of enthusiasm and determi-
nation and a willingness to succeed at every level. The 
combined efforts of the students, teachers and adminis-
trators at Miami Springs Senior is what has led to the 
school finally achieving a longstanding goal.  
 When Ms. Rodriguez took the reins of Miami 
Springs Senior High last year, she had a goal in mind - 
she believed that this school had the potential to become 
an “A” school. This year, she has been tougher as far as 
academic standards go and she has created several tu-

toring sessions for students who were struggling in 
classes; new courses such as Math for College Readi-
ness. With the new academies such as the iTech 
academy and with the addition of the Cambridge pro-
gram, this school could become one of the top schools 
in the region, if not the county.  In conclusion, with the 
implementation of the new tutoring programs, the addi-
tion of new academies and the Cambridge program, 
this school will enter uncharted territory as it tries to 
maximize the potential that the Principal envisioned 
when she first stepped foot in the school in the middle 
of last year.  

“A” is for Awesome! That’s what we are! An awesome 
school!” - Ms. H. Broadhead 

An “A” school is a great feeling because the students 
and teachers here at Miami Springs have been work-
ing hard for years to get to this point! - Mr. D. Wilson 

Our students have always been “A” students, but they 
have always have had the stigma of something lower.  
It’s great that now the rest of the state finally know 
what we’ve always known, that our students are “A”. - 
Ms. S. Perez 

Being an “A” school is awesome!  It is validation for all 
the hard work that is done by both teachers and stu-
dents. - Mr. J. Jackson 

By: Henry Laney     
 With the November presidential coming out in 
favor of incumbent president Barack Obama, a slight ma-
jority of the country (approximately 2%) is satisfied with 
the outcome. When President Obama took Ohio on elec-
tion night, he secured his victory with an unforeseeably 
beatable lead in electoral votes. His main opponent, for-
mer Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney, gave a touch-
ing and positive concession speech. Romney warned the 
country that these next four years would be difficult for 
most Americans and he wished the Obama administra-
tion luck in addressing the issues facing Americans. 
 So what will be the major issues confronting the 
Obama administration in the coming years? While 
Obama officially ended the war in Iraq last year, there 
are still thousands of troops deployed all over the Middle 
East. Obama plans on withdrawing more troops, but at a 
steady pace to keep stability in the region. Many have 
criticized the Obama administration for their increased 
use of drones to eliminate targets in countries like Paki-
stan, strikes that have resulted in a large amount of inno-
cent civilian deaths.    
 The economy has been in a slow process of re-
covery over the last four years, but it hasn’t reached the 
levels that President Obama promised during his 2008 
campaign. His plan to reinvigorate the economy still fo-
cuses on the fundamentals he outlined during his first 
election: to increase public spending and to tax more 
progressively, asking for more in taxes from those with 
higher incomes. On January 1st, the Bush tax cuts on the 
wealthiest Americans expire, and this marks the date of 
the “fiscal cliff.” If Congress doesn’t reach some agree-
ment on the budget by this time it may be necessary for 
the US to default on our national debt.  
 Issues that may arise due to recent laws passed 
in various states involve same-sex marriage and marijua-
na legalization. Several states, including Washington, 
Massachusetts and Vermont voted on state constitutional 
amendments to make same-sex marriage legal. Many 
gay and lesbian couples have already been wed in these 
states, and recently a case concerning same-sex mar-
riage reached the Supreme Court, which may affect the 
status of same-sex marriage nationwide. The Supreme 
Court might be facing a shakeup as it is anticipated that 
another Justice will retire within the next four years, lead-
ing to President Obama’s second opportunity to appoint 
one of the Justices and resulting in a liberal Supreme 
Court. Obama’s cabinet position for Secretary of State 
may become vacant as it is expected that Hillary Clinton 
will not be taking the position this year (although she may 
be running in the 2016 presidential election). 

What to expect, the Next 
Four Years with President 
Obama  
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Shooting at Sandy Hook 
By: Alexa DePablo     
 In broad daylight on Friday, December 14, 
2012, Adam Lanza, dressed  in all black clothing and a 
military vest entered Sandy Hook Elementary School, 
located in Newtown, Connecticut and opened fire with 
a handgun and an assault rifle. The guns belonged to 
Lanza’s mother, whom he murdered minutes before   
changing the small town and the lives of everyone in-
volved for years to come.    
 Within minutes of his first shot being fired, the 
gunman had killed 26 people, before taking his own 
life. Twenty children who were no older than seven and 
six adults were lost in the horrific attack, making it the 
second worst school shooting in American history, sec-
ond only to the Virginia Tech shooting in 2007. "Stuff 
like this doesn't happen in Newtown. Newtown is a 
community of around 27,000 just outside Danbury,” 
said Renne Burn, a teacher at another school in town. 
In the past decade, only one homicide has been report-
ed. "Evil has visited the community today," Connecticut 
Gov. Dan Malloy said commenting on the massacre. 
 A total of three weapons were recovered from 
the school: a semi-automatic .223 Bushmaster found in 
a car in the school parking lot, a Glock, and a Sig Sau-
er found with Lanza's body, a law enforcement official 
said. With this senseless tragedy, comes a big ques-
tion. What to do with gun laws? In the last year, 10,728 
people in the United States were killed with a firearm. 
The Connecticut shooting wasn't the first of this year, 
either. Back in July, at the premiere of 'The Dark Knight 
Rises, James Holmes opened fire onto a theater full of 
people, killing 12 and injuring 58.  
 News on the shooting spread quickly, making 
its way onto social media outlets like Twitter, Face-
book, and Tumblr. In no time at all, the nation knew 
about the gruesome shooting with everyone sending 
their thoughts and prayers to victims and their family 
members. But with the well wishes came words of dis-
gust, directed for Lanza, as people were angered at the 
fact that how could anyone look into the eyes of a horri-
fied child and still be able to pull the trigger; saddened 
at the fact that the parents of all the children murdered 
had to go home and face a closet full of Christmas pre-
sents that would never be opened; and shocked from 
the cruelty inflicted upon innocent lives that had only 
just begun.     
 President Obama, a father of two young girls, 
was shaken just as much as everyone else. He wiped 
away tears from his eyes as he addressed the nation 
after the attack. "As a country we have been through 
this too many times. Whether it is an elementary school 
in Newtown, or a shopping mall in Oregon, or a temple 
in Wisconsin, movie theatre in Aurora, or a street cor-
ner in Chicago, these neighborhoods are our neighbor-
hoods, and these children are our children. We're going 
to have to come together and take meaningful actions 
to prevent more tragedies like this, regardless of poli-
tics. Now is not the time to talk about gun control,” 
which is absolutely right. Now is not the time to be talk-
ing about gun control. The time to talk about gun con-
trol was 13 years ago after the Columbine shootings, or 
maybe five years ago after the Virginia Tech. shooting,  
or Fort Hood shooting, or the Giffords shooting.  Maybe 
if we had done something five months ago after the 
Aurora shooting, perhaps we wouldn’t have to add 20 
tombstones are to a cemetery for children who have 
been shot and killed, it's too late to talk about gun con-
trol. It’s time to act! 

The impact of Hurricane Sandy 
By: Justin White      
 Although Hurricane Sandy did break records with 
regard to wave surges, and power outages, she is not the 
trend-setter super storm as some may claim. She is nei-
ther the largest Atlantic storm on record nor the deadliest. 
However, New Jersey’s transportation infrastructure got 
hit so hard by Hurricane Sandy that, more than a month 
later, the state is still reeling from the impact. The storm 
did not create new vulnerabilities in New Jersey’s trans-
portation infrastructure; it exposed existing ones. The 
damage was so extensive that it received national atten-
tion: water-flooded city halls, rail terminals and tunnels; 
roads and bridges swept away, utility infrastructure de-
stroyed. New Jersey’s entire rail system is still operating 
with storm-related delays today. The city needs to make 
available homes and shelters for citizens living in these 
conditions. It's a dire emergency that this happens imme-
diately.      
 Sandy may be remembered as the super storm 
with the worst aftermath in American history. Measured 
simply by the criteria of its severity as a storm, far worse 
storms have occurred. But the ongoing misery, which has 
taken place since Sandy made landfall, places Sandy in a 
category where the aftermath is worse than the severity of 
the storm, simply because of hampered relief efforts as 
demonstrated by its public transportation system, New 
York City politicians, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, to Presi-
dent Obama demonstrating an appalling “tone deafness” 
to those suffering under the ongoing effects of the storm.  

What to expect, the Next Four 
Years with President Obama  
 As well as voting on the issue of same-sex mar-
riage, multiple states, including Massachusetts, voted to 
legalize marijuana for medicinal use, and two states, 
Washington and Colorado, voted to fully legalize the drug. 
This decision has been highly controversial and there has 
already been a shut-down by federal forces of a large Col-
orado grow-house. For years, federal DEA agents have 
raided medicinal-marijuana shops in California, and the 
tension between the states and the Obama administration 
on the issue might also lead a case reaching the Supreme 
Court. 
 In light of the recent shootings at the movie thea-
ter in Aurora, Colorado, and the school shooting in New-
town, Connecticut, gun regulation will certainly circulate in 
the public discourse. It is uncertain whether the Obama 
administration will move to curtail rights guaranteed by the 
2nd Amendment that 
may be putting inno-
cent Americans’ lives 
in jeopardy. Hopefully, 
this is the last of any 
mass shooting we 
have to deal with as a 
country. 

By: Alexa Guerra and Genesis Salinas 
 "Who are we to judge someone's beauty?" de-
clared Celeste George in an inspirational and enlightening 
monologue she wrote herself. The Anti-Bullying Assem-
bly, with hosts Melissa Ortega and Merarys Diaz, was 
held on Friday, December 14, 2012, to reach out to stu-
dents of Miami Springs and spread awareness of the ef-
fects bullying can have on a person. To entertain the 
crowd, rousing performances were presented by the Gold-
en Girls, Dance Fusion, Student Government, SGA Presi-
dent Jose Maldonado and more. Bullying can lead a per-
son to commit suicide, which is the third leading cause of 
death in young adults. Bullying affects everyone, so it's up 
to us to make a difference and stand up if we see some-
thing is not right.     
 Andrew Frosch, 25, was the guest speaker for the 
Anti-Bullying Assembly who gave his personal view and 
experiences he had gone through with being bullied. 
Working with Safe Schools South Florida, he aids young 
adults in overcoming the pressure and abuse they suffer 
from bullying. Speaking of his childhood, he admitted  
struggling with young adulthood.  Feeling different from a 
young age, he always tried to fit in but was bullied be-
cause of the way he spoke or acted. After coming out, 
Frosch overcame the bullying by going to youth groups 
and felt, in his words, "free." The importance of groups 
and intervention for bullying prevention can help save 
lives. Over 83% of incidents on bullying receive no inter-
vention, but if a person is being bullied they should not let 
that define them. If someone is going through a difficult 
time, they should reach out to someone who is qualified to 
help them like Pride Lines Youth in Miami.   
 With Celeste George's exceptional monologue, 
there was no eye left without a tear. The moving words 
she said were capturing to every person in the room. Just 
like 1/4 of students in high school, she fears about being 
bullied although she hasn't faced the problem before. The 
MSSH Cheerleaders also performed a cheer on the criti-
cality of cyber bullying that brought a fun yet understand-
ing manner to the issue. Other performances were done 
by the Thespian Troup 1466 who acted out a silent scene 
on the cause that bullying can have on a person and their 
loved ones. With the video presentations that included 
teenagers who couldn't handle bullying any longer such 
as Amanda Todd, Tyler Clementi, and Jared Benjamin 
High brought the realization on what bullying leads to. It is 
important to spread awareness through counselors, fami-
ly, and especially your friends and students. It only takes 
one voice to make a difference. One way to prevent bully-
ing is to tell the person next to them that they are 
"amazing" or "unique", and the people can change the 
outcome by making that one person feel important. 

Anti-bullying Assembly HOSA Stroke Awareness and Breast 
Cancer Awareness teams at the Miami 
Springs Recreational Center. 

LTR: Cesar Castillo, Joanna Hermida, 
Andrea Olivera, Roberto Rodriguez, 
and Jessica Valdes 
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  Tearing down history: The 
Miami Herald Building 
By: Dailyn Marcuello    
 The Miami Herald Building in Downtown Miami  
was being proposed for designation as a Historic site. 
The building was originally planned to be brought down 
to make way for the construction of new casinos when 
gambling becomes legal in Florida. However, the Miami 
Historic Preservation Board voted against the historic 
nomination, although the building met four of the histor-
ic architectural criteria required to qualify for designa-
tion.  Even though it met the qualifications of the criteria 
for designation many of the board members were not 
fully convinced that the building should be labeled a 
National Landmark because it simply did not stand out 
as one. Many of the contractors that testified against 
the designation stated that it would be a great idea to 
get rid of the building because it brought positive atten-
tion to our city with a great opportunity for growth if oth-
er venues would be built in its place. Ultimately, the 
designation was denied. The Miami Herald Building will 
be around for a prolonged time as a result of this en-
counter. Once upon a time, the Miami Herald building 
was the place of a hectic and productive work place and 
the rest is now history.   

By: Nydia Penas    
 This year celebrates the 50th Anniversary of the Co-
conut Grove Arts Festival, the nation’s top outdoor fine arts 
festival. The Coconut Grove Arts Festival is a non-profit event 
that receives no commission from the sale of the artwork. A 
portion of the money from Festival admissions benefits the 
Coconut Grove Arts and Historical Association, which funds 
year-round arts programs. This benefits a scholarship fund 
that creates opportunities for Miami-Dade County students to 
continue their art education. This event will take place Presi-
dents Day Weekend, February 16-18, 2013.  It runs along the 
streets of McFarlane Road, South Bayshore Drive and Pan 
American Drive. The general admission is $10 per person per 
day and children under 12 get free admission. Also, the Resi-
dents of Coconut Grove receive a discount of $5 per person 
per day (proof of residency required). The gates open at 
10:00a.m.and close at 6:00p.m.The Coconut Grove Arts Fes-
tival continues rain or shine. Any tickets purchased for a day 
at the Festival must be redeemed within that same day re-
gardless of inclement weather. This three-day festival show-
cases the works of over 360 of the finest artists and crafts-
men in the world. During the this event, people have the op-
portunity to meet with exhibiting artists, sample fine cuisine, 
live entertainment and they can end the day with having a 
nice moment to take in the tropical waterfront views of Coco-
nut Grove. 
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Coconut Grove Festival is back 

By: Reinaldo Llerena    
 On Wednesday, January 9, 2013, the BBWAA 
(Baseball Writers Association of America) released 
their ballots for the class of 2013. As it turns out, none 
of the eligible players received enough votes in order 
to get inducted into the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, 
New York. In order for a player to be inducted, the 
player must garner at least 75 percent of the vote from 
the BBWAA. The highest number of votes on the 2013 
ballot was former Astros C/2B Craig Biggio, who gath-
ered a modest 68.2 percent of the vote. In second 
place was former Twins postseason hero, P Jack Mor-
ris, who gathered 67.7 percent of the vote. So for just 
the eighth time in Baseball history and the first time 
since 1996, no players will be enshrined in the Base-
ball Hall of Fame this year. 
 This year’s ballot saw the appearance of play-
ers from the “steroid era” of baseball. These players 
include the likes of Barry Bonds, the all-time home run 
leader, Roger Clemens, Sammy Sosa, Mike Piazza, 
Mark McGwire and Rafael Palmeiro. The highest of 
these for these players was Mike Piazza, who re-
ceived just 57.8 percent of the vote. This a very cen-
tral topic in this ballot and in future ballots for the Hall 
of Fame. Many experts have weighed in on the sub-
ject and most are reluctant to vote for a steroid user in 
their respective ballots. This is a reminder that the Hall 
of Fame is not for players who have had an outstand-
ing career, it is also based on character as well as 
sportsmanship.  
 Looking forward to next year’s ballot includes 
numerous first time players, such as former Braves 
pitchers Greg Maddux and Tom Glavine. Also on the 
ballot is former Yankees pitcher Mike Mussina and 
former Chicago White Sox DH/1B Frank Thomas. For-
mer 2B Jeff Kent will also appear on the ballot for the 
first time in what promises to be a loaded class of 
2014. Some of the BBWAA members are even saying 
that at least three players will be inducted into the Hall 
of Fame in the coming year. Also, Jack Morris will 
make his final appearance on the ballot as next year is 
the final year of his 15 year stint on the Hall of Fame 
ballot.  

No hall passes this year 

By: Reinaldo Llerena    
 Believe it or not, the Miami Dolphins had 
one of their best seasons in recent memory, finish-
ing the season one game under .500 at 7-9, tied for 
second in the AFC East with the New York Jets. 
Dolphins’ owner Stephen Ross said that he was 
pleased at the job new coach Joe Philbin did as first 
year head coach and like the chemistry between 
rookie QB Ryan Tannehill and the head coach 
share. Even though this year’s Dolphins squad was 
mostly inexperienced, they were in playoff conten-
tion until week 16 of the NFL season. Ross also 
mentioned that he would “open his wallet” for the 
team to really become a playoff contender. So ex-
pect the 2013 Miami Dolphins squad to include sev-
eral quality free agents, a couple of early round 
draft picks, and hopefully, veteran players Jake 
Long and running back Reggie Bush, whose con-
tracts expired after the end of last year.  
 At the start of the year, the Dolphins had a 
winless preseason and it looked as the 2012 cam-
paign was going to be another bust for the Dol-
phins. But then, they managed to start the year at a 
modest 3-3 thanks in part to a few game winning/
tying misses by Dan Carpenter. After coming back 
from a bye week (NFL version of a day off), they 
went into hostile New York to play the Jets and ab-
solutely demolished them as it was one of the best 
wins of the season for the Dolphins. After that win 
though, the Dolphins went on to lose three straight 
games against the Indianapolis Colts, Tennessee 
Titans, and Buffalo Bills. After a rebound win 
against the Seattle Seahawks, they went on a cou-
ple of streaks, to say the least. With losses to the 
New England Patriots and the San Francisco 49ers, 
they rebounded and won the next two games at 
home against an inept Jacksonville Jaguars squad 
and once again, the Buffalo Bills. The Dolphins 
rounded out the season on the road against the 
New England Patriots, and they ended up getting 
shut out 28-0 on the final day of the regular season. 
In conclusion, this Dolphins squad did not break any 
historic records, but they proved to their fan base 
that they are ready to contend in the near future.  

2012 Miami Dolphins’ Season 

Students had a moment for 
a personal Q&A and pose 
for a picture with Will Man-
so from Channel 10 
Sports. 

The zeitgeist team was 
very excited to meet such 
a celebrity in the journalist 
world. 

LTR: Ricardo Rivera, Ruth 
Rose, Alexa DePablo, and-
Natessa Perera  

 

After the session 
with Will Manso, 
the Zeitgeist staff 

enjoyed lunch 
and a tour cour-
tesy of MDCC 

Wolfson Campus. 

Thank you 
MDCC. 

We welcome Asst. Principal Adam Kosnitzky 
to MSSH. He will be interning at our school.  
Please extend him a warm greeting. 
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A Chocolate Lover’s Dream 
 By: Jaynell Perera              
 The International Chocolate Festival is back and 
better than ever. Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden pre-
sented the 7th Annual International Chocolate Festival Fri-
day, January 25th, 2013 through Sunday, January 27th, 
2013. I set my alarm clock early because the event started 
at 9:30 AM – 4:30 PM. The admission was free for children 
5 and under, $12 for children ages 6-17, $18 for seniors 
ages 65 and up, and $25 for adults. If you have a loved 
one in the military, they entered for free with the showing 
of their military ID’s.  If you walked, rode your bike or took 
public transportation, you received $5 off admission for 
adults and $2 off admission for children. The event was 
crammed with three days of wonderful chocolate treats, 
savory samples, Cacao tree sales, delicious cooking 
demonstrations, fun lectures and much more. I learned 
how chocolate is made in a demonstration from Mars Inc. 
(manufacturers of 3 Musketeers, Twix, M&M’s, Snickers, & 
Milky Way) I saw cacao trees growing in Fairchild’s rainfor-
est, tasted amazing chocolate from local chocolatiers, 
learned from some of Miami’s top chefs from Johnson & 
Whale’s how to make delicious dishes, attended lectures 
to learn how to grow cacao and coffee in South Florida, 
and sipped on some coffee in their coffee houses. This 
park was so amazing that I decided to buy an annual pass. 
I can’t wait for their next event; the 11th Annual Internation-
al Orchid Festival starting on Friday, March 8, 2013 - Sun-
day, March 10, 2013 from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM. You will 
have the chance to Purchase from over 10,000 Orchids 
from vendors around the world, explore the wonder of or-
chids during their garden workshops and walking tours, 
explore different rare orchid species in the American Or-
chid Society’s show, visit the marvelous Orchid Tea Room 
for a sip of tea and dessert, and last but not least enjoy 
wonderful food and live entertainment. So head on down 
to Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden located at 10901 Old 
Cutler Road Coral Gables, Florida 33156 and have an ex-
citing weekend filled with different exotic flowers. 

Let’s bring back “National Thrift 
Week”  
By: Julian Reina    
   National Thrift Week is a vibrant, American 
social movement that started in 1916 which suggested 
saving a portion of what you earn, establishing an emer-
gency fund, and thinking carefully before spending. Phil-
adelphia and Miami are quickly becoming the first of 
many cities in nearly 50 years to proclaim National Thrift 
Week. National Thrift Week is a public campaign which 
takes place from January 17-23. Thrift week seeks to 
bring together a broad alliance with citizen leaders who 
share an appreciation of thrift. Thrift is a big idea! To 
capture its complexity and richness, one must embrace 
Thrift Week as a resource and a friend of maintaining 
growth, broad economic opportunity, beautiful neighbor-
hoods and a healthy planet. Critics endorsed this event 
because America can learn self-control and what better 
way to thrive the economy.     
 With a few adjustments, we can all renew our 
sense of thrift and become a conscious nation.  It may 
also be the key which can pull us out of this recession. 
"Thrift is a social movement for the great recovery", 
states Gerard Coddy, President, Beneficial Bank, the 
Oldest and Largest bank Headquartered in Philadelph-
ia.  So why not give it a go and make an effort to revive 
National Thrift Week. For ideas and tips, contact svet-
lana@americanvalues.org. 

Who are the Thespians?  
By: Ruth Rose      
 Thespians are a group of people of or relating to 
drama and the theatre. The name Thespian came to us 
from the first legendary actor named Thespis. In Greek 
times, acting was all the hype and everybody who was 
anybody would find themselves at the theatre. Back then, 
acting was done by song. Thespis took a daring move of 
not singing his role but instead, speaking his role with 
emotion. This was so new to those who judged the perfor-
mances that he won the “Golden Goat” (which at that time 
was the equivalence of the Oscar).  Thus, his performance 
went down in history and he has been remembered and 
honored for his brave break from tradition. 
 Our school has many Thespians of different tal-
ents; whether it be, technical, lights, actors, narrators, 
backstage, managers, actors, or singers, there’s room for 
everyone and everyone is needed. Ms. M. Sieg is the 
head of theatre department who directs those in the club. 
However temperamental she might be, students who act, 
have nothing but praise to her being. “She is definitely and 
amazing director. She knows her stuff and acted in New 
York [off-Broadway], so she’s actually lived it. She knows 
what it takes and she knows how to get you to the point 
where you can go and win superiors and if you put in the 
hours, she’s a great catalyst to being your best self”, says 
Luis Negron, (Junior).     
 Everyone in the Thespian troupe 1466 has had 
many experiences at competition and performing. There 
are so many things going on at times from running back 
stage snatching props and racing to go on stage at the 
time of your cue and finally at the end of the performance, 
receiving a standing ovation! Students at this school who 
compete have witnessed this madness first hand, the joy 
of winning and being appreciated for something they 
worked so hard on. The Thespians from Miami Springs 
High School, recently, won excellent at competition! Gabri-
elle Enriquez, Sophomore on her thoughts of competing 
“Competing at One Acts and Individual Events, seeing all 
the talent and being able to be judged by the best.  Com-
petition was a blur.” You spend all that time preparing for 
one performance and it just goes by so fast, but those 
cheers at curtain call were so unexpected and it was great 
to think that they actually liked it that much [the perfor-
mance Going to School].  After a bunch of people were 
saying how good it was. It was just cool. You’re like a ce-
lebrity for a little while” says Luis Negron, Junior. No  mat-
ter what happens, and whether they lose or win, Thespi-
ans will always stay together and watch each others backs 
like a family.  

By: Estefania Gutierrez  
 Since your reading this article, its obvious that 
we didn’t die on December 21, 2012.  It was predicted 
that the world was going to end on that specific day, 
and yet we are still alive. According to NASA scientists 
who have studied the possibilities of us dying on that 
day, the Mayan connection “was a misconception from 
the very beginning”, said Dr. John Carlson. In his hon-
est opinion he believes that the Mayan calendar did not 
end on December 21,2012. Dr. Carlson says that ac-
cording to the Maya theology, the world was created 
5125 years ago on a date that modern people would 
conceive to be August 11, 3114 B.C. At that time, the 
Mayan calendar looked like this 13.0.0.0.0 and on De-
cember 21, 2012 it looked exactly the same 13.0.0.0.0. 
At one point, some people did in fact think that the world 
was going to end due to the earthquake in Haiti and the 
tsunami in Japan that changed the lives of millions of 
people. Luckily for us on December 21, 2012, we woke 
up with the sun shining  upon us, and we came to find 
out that we were still alive. Thankfully, it turned out to be 
just an ordinary day. 

We are still alive! 

By: Caroline Frias    
 For all those who did not know, Miami Springs 
Senior High has a meme central. Everything from our 
teachers, to the pool in the third floor, to Koski binders, 
this page has it all. Miami Springs Meme Central is locat-
ed on Facebook and has recently celebrated their 1000th 
like. Jose Maldonado, the founder and one of the many 
administrators of this page, talks to us about this page. 
   
What gave you the idea of creating a meme page for 
our school? 
I got the idea from another meme page and saw that 
they had sections for schools. It started out as a small 
thing, something for my friends and me to enjoy, but after 
two days I was surprised that so many people, about a 
few hundred, liked the page. 
  
How do you get your inspiration for these memes?  
Fails and clichés. I just think of a theme and pick a funny 
picture for it. We all know about the 3rd floor and the 
pool. We also do memes about popular MSSH teachers. 
Alumni remember Mr. Piedra’s wonderful mustache too. 
And who can forget Mr. Jackson, we made a meme 
about him running for president since he teaches AP en-
vironmental science and he is so knowledgeable about 
our countries issues! He is that of an amazing teacher, 
coming from one of his former students. 
  
Why do you think your page is so popular? 
First, I was scared that the administration would disap-
prove of the page and that I would get in trouble, a lot of 
my friends warned me about it. But I took the initiative of 
making the pages humorous and as clean as possible. 
We don’t allow insulting humor directed at teachers or 
administration in any way. Instead, we promote a good 
image of our teachers and administration and our fans 
happen to like it. I try to find good humor in our problems, 
and I guess they’re problems that everyone can relate to 
and laugh about, which might be why the page has be-
come so popular. But then again, there are other people 
who just don’t like memes.  
  
Do you think you represent the whole student body?  
Well I am the class President, so it is my job to represent 
the student body. It’s hard, though, to represent 
the whole student body because this school is so di-
verse, but I try the best we can. But as far as the creator 
of the Meme Page, I think we reflect our schools culture 
as a whole.  
  
What is your future plans concerning this meme cen-
tral? 
First to hit the 1000th like and I’m looking forward to that. 
I guess I would want to make the page more known and I 
was actually considering making shirts and being in-
volved in the River City Festival, but I’ll get back to on 
you on that. Also, we inspired a lot of other schools to do 
their own meme pages with a positive theme like ours, so 
that is cool. I’m a Senior, so I’ll have to leave the page to 
another administrator. I’m not sure yet who will be replac-
ing me, I guess it will be between George and Logan.  
  
Who are the other administrators? 
Joe is a graduate and takes care of the alumni memes. A 
fun fact: there are actually more alumni liking the page 
then current students, which is actually pretty funny. Joel 
is another administrator and is also a Senior. Logan and 
George are both Sophomores. I have been trying to find 
a female administrator, but I can’t seem to find a girl who 
makes memes.   
  
Any last words? 
Like my page (laughs). But also, I am thankful for having 
a chance to spawn such a big community of golden 
hawks around the world. We have alumni hawks all the 
way in Brazil, Canada, and Mexico that like the page. I 
think they appreciate the way I run the page with healthy 
humor. I hope the administration will do the same. 
 

Miami Springs Meme Central puts a lot of issues 
and frustrating problems we have in the school every 
day and twists it into a humorous situation. This page 
makes a case for the phrase: “turn your smile upside 
down”.  

MSSH’s Meme Page celebrates 
their 1000th like 

LTR - Logan Larroque, Jose Maldonado, 

George Lopez, and Joel Paneque 

Miami Springs’ Meme Administration Team 

Photo courtesy of Jose Maldonado 
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By: Ricky Rivera    
 As the year began, the one thing I was 
looking forward to was buying tons and tons of hot, 
delicious bagels from the few teachers that sold 
them. If you didn’t already know, last year a few 
teachers sold bagels near their classrooms which 
was very convenient. The money was used for 
sports related equipment. The year trudges for-
ward, and I haven’t seen a single teacher sell any 
bagel outside from the Activity’s Office. This would-
n’t present a problem if every classroom in the 
school where situated across from activities, but 
this is not reality.  Most students have to run from 
one side of the building to another, so in case you 
want to spend the period in SCSI, there’s no time 
to stop.      
 The few teachers that sold bagels last year  
provided a valuable service; they provided a varie-
ty of places to buy them. Making bagels very popu-
lar at those locations. I could understand it if the 
problem was financial or if students were just too 
messy and that caused pest problems. Perhaps, 
the administration decided just to allow one loca-
tion to sell bagels, or the teachers who previously 
sold bagels chose not to sell this year. However, 
for those of us whom you have dearly been im-
pacted, that cannot make it downstairs with  
enough time to return to class, it’s been a rav-
enous first semester. Hopefully teachers will recon-
sider for next year, since they are providing a valu-
able service which has not gone unnoticed.  

Bagels: Where are they now? Cartoon Network: Then vs. Now 
By: Natessa Perera     
 Cartoon Network, everyone has heard of it, the question is 
which cartoon network do you prefer? I remember waking up on 
Saturday mornings when I was a little girl and watching my favorite 
cartoons which consisted of Power Puff Girls, Johnny Bravo, Dex-
ter’s Laboratory and, my personal favorite, Fosters Home for Imagi-
nary Friends.  Fosters was a show about family, friendship, and 
sticking together, it actually had meaning. However, recently I’ve 
noticed that the shows they run now are inappropriate for young 
audiences. Fast forward ten years, and what do you get? Adventure 
Time, Regular Show, and Chowder. Personally, I don’t understand 
how these shows are entertaining to children. Adventure time is a 
show with too many sexual innuendos; it’s dirty and makes me won-
der how a show like this even got on Television. Sometimes I won-
der what these kids are going to grow up thinking. I have a two year 
old niece, and I don’t want her getting corrupted by these shows 
that are very sexual and too grown up for young children. Half of 
them should be on the Cartoon Network Adult Swim. However, I 
have to admit that not all shows are bad. One that I find appropriate 
and sweet is DreamWorks Dragons Riders of Berk. This show is 
based off of the movie How to Train Your Dragon and personally it’s 
not bad. This show is one of the few, if not the only one, that has 

meaning. Nonetheless, I still can’t 
warm up to the Cartoon Network of 
today. A lot of these shows are very 
inappropriate and I miss the shows 
from my childhood. Kids these days 
have no idea what they are missing.  
Which begs the question, which do you 
prefer, then or now? You already know 
my answer.  

The Miami Marlins Should Americans have the right 
to bear arms?  
By: Errick Patterson      
 Should Americans have the right to bear arms? Let’s be 
honest - America takes pride in its Constitution. And yet, let’s be 
realistic, how many times have you heard on the news about some-
one getting shot in self-defense? Well, maybe in the Trayvon Martin 
case, but we all know where that went. When the Rights to Bear 
Arms was added to the Constitution, it was in response to how the 
British government was oppressing the people in the 13 Colonies, 
and they had little means of defense. Now-a-days, it seems we are 
not arming ourselves to withstand government dominance but to 
defend or terrorize ourselves as people. What am I saying? If we 
are using guns NOT to protect ourselves from the government but 
to protect ourselves from ourselves or even draw guns upon other 
people to terrorize them, then why not just ban guns all together? If 
you were to put two lions in a cage together with no claws, how 
would they be a threat to one another? They couldn't! Then the per-
son who owns a gun to protect themselves from another gun carrier 
would not need it, because the person that would terrorize them 
with the gun would not be able to have one. I’m not saying that the 
absence of guns will stop all murder, because as long as there are 
sticks and stones, there is still a way to fatally injure someone.  And 
it’s not going to be an easy task to take the guns away from millions 
of people who feel the right to bear them, but it would be a good 
way to make it harder for criminals and mental cases to acquire 
guns and go on a killing spree.     
 The abolishment of guns will make it harder, if not impossi-
ble for mass murder. So no guns, no mass amounts of death 
(unless someone uses bombs, which are illegal, and how many 
people do you hear get killed by bombs outside of wars?). Pos-
sessing a gun is an incentive to kill when followed by perverse emo-
tions. I have yet to hear of a happy person going on a killing spree, 
but I’ve heard of mentally unstable people taking the lives of inno-
cent children and teachers at Sandy Cook.  If you’re mad at the 
world and have a loaded gun in your closet then you might… just go 
to sleep and cry! But what if you were kind of… Koo-Koo? YOU 
MIGHT DO SOMETHING CRAZY! But like I said earlier, as long as 
there are sticks and stones, there can be victims but, between you 
and me, if given a choice, I rather dodge a knife than a bullet. Bul-
lets have no eyes, once it leaves the barrel there’s not stopping it or 
taking it back. Guns are used in the heat of the moment, and not 
too many people make good decisions in critical moments. If a gun 
is used and you planned on using it, then most likely it’s for an ille-
gal, harming reason. Think about it! So why do people own guns? 
Still some would say self-defense, but self-defense from whom? 
Another gun holder? Why not just ban guns all together? Let’s be 
honest. America takes pride in its Constitution. And if the Constitu-
tion of the United States of America is founded on the basis of de-
fending freedom, then why not defend the freedom to live! 

By: Reinaldo Llerena    
 After finishing the season in last place 
with a record of 69 – 93, the Marlins front office 
did not like what they saw with the state of the 
team and decided to make drastic changes. 
Changes that would end up alienating their fan 
base instead of attracting them to see the games. 
The Marlins in 2012 finished with the worst attend-
ance in the history of Major League Baseball for a 
new ballpark. One month after the end of the reg-
ular season, the Marlins shipped SS Jose Reyes, 
RHP Josh Johnson, C John Buck, LHP Mark 
Buehrle and 2B/CF Emilio Bonifacio to the Toron-
to Blue Jays for a total of seven players that in-
cluded SS Yunel Escobar (traded to the Tampa 
Bay Rays for IF Derek Dietrich), P Justin Nicolino, 
SS Adeiny Hechevarria, and RHP Henderson Al-
varez. The trade was reviewed extensively by the 
Commissioner of Baseball Allen “Bud” Selig along 
with several General Managers from other organi-
zations. The trade was approved by the Commis-
sioner, but the Commissioner expressed his anger 
toward the ballclub and then decided that he, him-
self, was going to monitor the ballclub from that 
point on. Selig helped the organization by vouch-
ing for the Marlins when Miami-Dade County re-
jected the ballpark in the early stages. Selig also 
says that he understands how Marlins fans feel 
about the trade because Selig was a die-hard Mil-
waukee Brave fan. When the Braves moved to 
Atlanta, he went out and helped a new organiza-
tion called the Seattle Pilots move to Milwaukee, 
which in turn created the Brewers organization.  
 From the fans’ perspective however, I feel 
that I am the only person that still believes that the 
Marlins are doing everything possible to create a 
winning ballclub. With the twelve player block-
buster with the Blue Jays, the Marlins brought in a 
wave of new talent to the nearly depleted farm 
system (A, AA, AAA, etc.). The initial reaction 
from the Marlins fan base was the Marlins were 
having another fire sale, the third in the fran-
chise’s 20 year existence. In a way, my fan hood 
was called into question when I heard about the 
trade and I felt betrayed by the organization I have 
watched since I was two years old. Ibrahim Sil-
wany, a good friend of mine and a senior at 
MSSH, cancelled his season ticket plans for the 
2013 season just because he was so against the 

direction that the organization was headed. He 
also added that he was not going to watch a sin-
gle game this season because of the way the 
team is being put together. Silwany’s reaction is 
along the lines of most Marlins fans that I talk to 
on a daily basis, distraught and betrayed. One 
thing doesn’t make sense though, if attendance 
was low when the Opening Day roster was still 
on the field, then what makes this front office 
think that a bunch of prospects will drive attend-
ance figures up. The Marlins have effectively 
trimmed their franchise record $100 million pay-
roll to a mere $40 million.    
 In a few years, the Marlins should be a 
solid club with slugger Giancarlo Stanton, Hen-
derson Alvarez, Kyle Jensen, Christian Yelich, 
Jose Fernandez, Andrew Heaney and the like. 
Until then, I do not expect the Marlins to gather 
any support from its fan base unless the team 
plays like the 2002 Oakland Athletics and some-
how make a run at the playoffs. For those of you 
who do not know, the movie “Money Ball” is 
based on that miracle season by that team. My 
advice to the angry Marlins fan is to wait a few 
years, they will get better, but I do not think that 
this fan base cannot survive a fourth fire sale by 
this ballclub. New manager Mike Redmond, a 
former Marlins catcher and member of the 2003 
World Series champions, will lead this Marlins 
ballclub along with new Hitting Coach Tino Mar-
tinez, a former New York Yankee, and the rest of 
coaching staff. Not to worry Marlins fans, just be 
patient with this situation the Marlins will turn 
around eventually.  

By: Illissa Llano    
 We have lost sight of the true meaning of 
the holidays. I am not just talking about Christmas; I 
mean the many different holidays that we take for 
granted that should mean more to us than a day off 
from school or a long weekend. From the Fourth of 
July to Veterans Day, we take the importance out of 
the holidays, we just think about the party and how 
we get the day off from school or work. Now-a-days 
it’s quite disappointing, because there are many 
people that have gone through so much so that 
Americans can live fulfilling lives. The stores and 
media are partly responsible. It seems that every 
year, Christmas specifically, seems less about the 
holiday and more about the sales. The holidays is a 
corporations’ best time to make lots of money. With 
every holiday, comes a trip to Party City.  Commer-
cials, which surround us all year long, are especially 
amplified during the holiday season emphasizing 
the year’s latest, greatest, and “must-haves” for 
everyone. We rush around; trying to make sure 
everything is accomplished, and we get sucked into 
a busy and nonsensical hunt for items. We never 
seems to please everyone or be quite good 
enough, causing us to lose the joy of the season in 
the process. These times are all about being with 
the people you love. Getting together and giving 
thanks for the things we have been given. Being 
grateful for the soldiers that fight for America every 
day. 

True meaning of the 
holidays 
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Height:   5”9  

Weight: (Through season): 135-152  

Future and Goals: College wrestling and All 
American 

Fun Fact: “I love food I guess. Lol” - Alex Duran 

Role Model: Coach Ryan, David DePablo & 
Kristopher Leon. 

College: The best College that is best for him to 
wrestle when he graduates. 

Personal Quote: Memories make what we are, 
dreams make what we’ll be. 

What do you do as in get pumped before a 
match? 

Listens to music to zone out. 

Thoughts on the mat: No thought on the  mat, 
just instinct. 

Personal thanks: Coach Ryan and his older 
brother Joel Duran, and best friend Daniel Preci-
ado. 

Favorite wrestling move: The Warrior. 

Alex Duran 

Wrestling 

Position:  Mid-fielder  

No:  9 

Who is Alessandra Salazar? Alessandra, who is also known as Ale, 
is one of the star players on our beloved Miami Springs Senior High 
Girls soccer team. Last season Ale helped bring our team to victory 
in district semi-finals by scoring two goals in the last ten minutes or 
so of the game.  This year Ale has not disappointed her family, 
friends, team, and fans. With more than ten goals this season and 
plenty assists to her teammates Ale Salazar remains to be one of 
our best players.  She also was given the incredible achievement 
and honor of being an All-Dade Athlete.  I recently sat down with 
Ale, on the way to one of our games, and asked her some ques-
tions about her future goals and so on.  Here is what the talented 
and beautiful Alessandra Salazar had to say:  

What do you see yourself doing in the future? What are some 
of your goals?  Well as of right now, I’m undecided on what col-
lege to attend, but I want to stay in Florida. In the future, I want to 
study physical therapy or become a guidance counselor.  

What are some fun facts about yourself that few people know 
about? I’ve played soccer for fourteen years. When I grow up, I 
want to have three kids and two dogs.  

Who would you consider to be your role model(s)? My role 
models are Mia Hamm and my Father. The reason for Mia Hamm 
it’s because she is the greatest female soccer player of all time. My 
Dad is another role model of mine, because he introduced me to 
soccer, and he sacrifices everything for my well-being, and I’m a 
daddy’s girl!  

What college do you wish to attend? I would like to apply to any 
one of these colleges: FGCU (Florida Gulf Coast University), UCF 
(University of Central Florida), UM (University of Miami), or FSU 
(Florida State University). 

What is your personal quote? “You have to risk going far to dis-
cover just how far you can really go.” 

As you can see Ale is a kind and genuine person with a great level 
of talent and dedication to the sport she loves, soccer. Springs on 
three, Springs on three, One, Two, Three SPRINGS! 

Alessandra Salazar 

Soccer   

Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball 
By: Nicole Costa & Gabby Llerena  
 Well Hawks, as 2012 comes to a close the Boys 
and Girls basketball teams sure have given us a show! With 
the girls typically playing Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
and the boys typically playing Tuesday and Thursday, with-
out a doubt the teams have showed their Golden Hawk spir-
it exciting the crowds with their talented display; from the 
explosive dunks to their dynamic transition game. For the 
first time, both teams are selling season passes. This year, 
there seems to be something special, a good core of return-
ing players with a solid group of freshmen coming down the 
pipe. "As a freshman, this is a learning experience for me," 
said Noelia Rivera (9th grade; JV player;) "I can’t wait until I 
hit the home court and show everyone what I love to do."  
 Although both teams lost their season opening 
games to Miami High, that wasn’t enough to dampen their 
enthusiasm for the up-coming season. Both teams estab-
lishing a "never miss" attendance policy, they hope to wrap 
up the rest of the season on a good note. With the boys var-
sity team sitting at 7-3 and girls varsity at 8-5, both of these 
talented teams have one thing on their minds, Districts. Will 
they succeed or fail? That’s for their will power and faith to 
decide, but I think it’s safe to say, that the whole school is 
behind the teams. So warm up your free throws, your lay 
ups and your three's Hawks, there is still a long road ahead 
of you, and just remember one thing, BELIEVE! 

Return of the Lady Hawks 
By: Katherine Valenzuela    
 The Lady Hawks softball team returns for 
their season this Spring. Their season starts on or 
about February, However they start conditioning in 
November. During their conditioning practice, they 
workout for about an hour in the fitness room, and 
in the softball field. Coach Green is getting them 
ready for another run at another district title. The 
Seniors this year and captains Nicole Fernandez, 
Carolina Acosta don't want to graduate without an-
other district win. Routine changes when their sea-
son starts, they practice for about two hours every-
day. This Lady Hawks Team has exceptional  com-
munication, "We scream at each other, cover first, 
second base open, man on first," says Karla Gan-
do. The Lady Hawks had a good record last year 
(18-3) and a district win. The Lady Hawks softball 
team is getting ready and we should be prepared 
for another amazing season.     

The University of Miami  
By: Deantre Hunt      
 The University of Miami, particularly the football team, 
has experienced a number of scandals in recent years. In 1980, 
they reported two live crew members, Luther Campbell, and sev-
eral NFL players had offered a play-for-pay system from 1986 
through 1992 giving cash rewards for acts such as scoring or big 
hits. This allegation was verified in the NCAA Investigation which 
also knew that the head football coach was aware of the scandal 
during the 1985 season. But as years go by, the University of 
Miami started to be a contender of the NCAA Division one con-
ference. Miami also has two of the longest winning streaks in 
Division one history from 2000 until 2003. Miami won 34 consec-
utive games tying for sixth all time. The streak started September 
23, 2000 with a 47-10 win at West Virginia and ended on Janu-
ary 3, 2003 with a double overtime loss to Ohio state in the 2003 
fiesta bowl. The Hurricanes own the record for the longest win-
ning streak in NCAA history, winning 58 straight games at the 
Orange Bowl. In addition to all the winning streaks and scandals 
Miami has had many great players in the NFL like the great Ray 
Lewis, Ed Reed, Devin Hester, and Andre Johnson. They also 
have players that have won many awards; Heisman trophy win-
ners, Vinny Testaverde in 1986 and Gino Torretta in 1992; and 
Maxwell Award Winners Vinny Testaverde in 1986, Gino Torretta 
in 1992, and Ken Dorsey in 2001. Including the Walter Camp 
Award Winner Vinny Testaverde, a lot of other awards have 
been won by great players and coaches from the University of 
Miami. In the past, the University of Miami was one of the most 
highly regarded Universities in the nation, but due to the scan-
dals, the program has slumped to a record of 8-4. In college foot-
ball, however, all that record shows is a mediocre Hurricane foot-
ball team. Although the University of Miami has gone through a 
lot over the past few years, we can all say that “it’s all about the 
‘U’”.  

By: David DePablo     
 This year looks to be promising for the MSSH 
Wrestling team. The team composed of mostly seniors will 
be a dominant force this year, 3 of the returning seniors are 
State Qualifiers. “If I don't win states, this season would've 
been a failure “. Said Alex Duran . This year’s team is noth-
ing less than confident. A very ambitious group of men. 
They may not always get along but that just fuels there 
competitive drive." were just a bunch of crazy guys doing 
crazy things “said Jorge Barrios.  Instilling life’s disciplines 
into these young men is David Ryan going into his 30th year 
of making men out of boys. For the first time in a few years 
the team isn't completely skewed on the young side. This 
year is the year they've all been waiting for, the proverbial 
“next year “. There is no more “next year will do it “, this 
year is all or nothing. One of the sad truths of a senior ath-
lete. James Medal the team’s crown jewel still has one more 
year after this one. James has made strides since his fresh-
men year due to his consistency  in practice and sponge 
like brain which is always absorbing new information. 
 Alex Duran the team’s most fiery wrestler is picking 
up where he left off last year ,winning. Coming from a wres-
tling family, Alex has a bit of a burden to win but this wont 
be a problem if he continues to do what he does best. (He 
once won a match blind-folded) Daniel Preciado the funkiest 
wrestler Springs has had in a while is also off to a great 
start having placed 2nd at the ever so difficult  Archbishop 
McCarthy tournament. When not motivating Alex through 
argument Daniel is motivating his team . Daniel is one of the 
hardest working, determined wrestlers Miami Springs has 
seen in a while. The rest of the team is rounded with fresh-
men that are loaded with potential but still learning. The  
Sophomores on the team are still in there learning stage but 
watch out, we might just have a surprise contender. For the 
Juniors, Most are still unproven. This is a defining year, 
where they themselves find if they're made to Win or be 
mediocre .All in all we have a strong team that has talent 
but more importantly loaded with determination and ready 
for hard work.  

Wrestling 

By: Krystopher Leon 
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FILM REVIEWS: 

UPCOMING FILMS: 

BOOKS: 

Release Date: February 8, 2013 
 
Genre:  Comedy, Crime 
 
Starting: Jason Bateman, Melissa McCarthy and John Cho  
 
Synopsis: Seth Gordon releases his film, "Identify Thief." This All star cast 
includes Jason Bateman, Melissa McCarthy , T.I. and Amanda Peet. A 
regular guy is forced to extreme measures to clear his name. With every-
thing to lose after his identity is stolen, he will find out how crazed you can 
get trying to settle a bad credit score. Unlimited funds have allowed Diana 
(McCarthy) to live it up on the outskirts of Miami, where the queen of retail 
buys whatever strikes her fancy. There's only one glitch: The ID she's us-
ing to finance these sprees reads "Sandy Bigelow Patterson"... and it be-
longs to an accounts rep (Bateman) who lives halfway across the U.S. 
With only one week to hunt down the con artist before his world implodes, 
the real Sandy Bigelow Patterson heads south to confront the woman with 
an all-access pass to his life. And as he attempts to bribe, coax and wran-
gle her the 2,000 miles to Denver, one easy target will discover just how 
tough it is to get your name back. 

Release Date: February 14, 2013 
 
Genre: Drama, Mystery, Romance 
 
Starting: Cobie Smulders, Julianne Hough and Josh Duhamel  
 
Synopsis: February this coming year will bring the premiere of a new Nico-
las Sparks hit film. Accompanying "The Notebook" and "Dear John" on the 
list, "Safe Haven" is an affirming and suspenseful story about a young 
woman's struggle to love again. When a mysterious young woman arrives 
in a small North Carolina town, her reluctance to join the tight knit commu-
nity raises questions about her past. Slowly, she begins putting down roots 
and gains the courage to start a relationship with Alex, a widowed store 
owner with two young children. However, dark secrets intrude her new life. 
With such terror, she's forced to discover the meaning of sacrifice. Also , 
she must rely on the power of love in this deeply moving romantic thriller. 
Catch this movie in theatres on February 14th, 2013. 
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A HAUNTED HOUSE 
By: Shanon Mercado    
 Comedy movie viewers are in for a treat, 
especially if you love parodies about Horror/
Mystery genres. Marlon Wayans stars as Mal-
colm in "A Haunted House," a spoof of the 
"Paranormal Activity" franchise gone haywire with 
scenes that will have you cough up popcorn as 
you laugh until you cry from the obscenity of it all. 
The young couple Malcolm and Keisha (played 
by Essence Atkins star of Half & Half) move into 
their dream home, but soon discover a demon 
also resides there. When Keisha becomes pos-
sessed, Malcolm will stop at nothing to regain 
control of his wife, primarily determined to main-
tain his sex life in check.  As scenes unfold, be 
amazed as you laugh through the multiple ways 
in which Malcolm intends to take on this not-so-
easy-as-you-might’ve-thought task of dispos-
sessing his wife from an evil spirit. From psy-
chics, to priest exorcisms gone wrong, to modern 
day ghost-busting teams, this film will leave you 
guessing as to what Malcolm will come up with 
next. Get ready to see all the action of one of this 
year’s kick off blockbuster comedies coming to a 
theater near you this January 11th. 

for anarchy.  Piggy, of course, is 
left to side with Ralph. A war soon 
escalates between the two “tribes” 
over Piggy’s glasses (the fire bring-
er). Piggy is even murdered in the 
process, and Ralph is left alone to 
fend off from the wild children 
against him. He flees from his burn-
ing camp, set ablaze by the child 
savages, and is chased to the very 
edge of the island, where they 
stumble into their old reality. 
Ralph’s burning camp site had 
served as a signal, and a succes-
sion of helicopters and troops was 
waiting for them by the bay, and 
looking at them in horror. 
 This story creates an inter-
esting parallel between order and 
chaos- power lust and reason. It 
serves to show that there is a beast 
living, dormant, in every one. It is a 
primal state of being fueled by in-
stinct and animosity. The condition 
of these kids demonstrates how 
structural things like society merely 
keep the beast at bay. The less 
order that ensues, the more savage 
one is susceptible to become. The 
story proves that even the most 
innocent of humanity will, with good 
time, turn on each other and turn 
on their reason, if given the proper 
opportunity and lack of guidance. 
Despite years and countless years 
of progress, certain life-threatening 
or foundation shattering experienc-
es will always be waiting to knock 
humanity back several evolutional 
pegs.    
 Throughout the story, one 
can see evidence of Christian 
themed elements- ‘The Lord of The 
Flies’ is actually an English transla-
tion of Beelzebub: a powerful de-
mon in hell, sometimes thought of 
as the devil himself. Not to mention 
Simon’s glade in the forest, all to 
similar to the garden of Eden. 
Viewed in a certain light, Simon 
could also be seen as Jesus. When 
he is said to have had a conversa-
tion with “The Beast”, it can be 
seen as Christ’s confrontation with 
the devil during his 40 days spent 
in the Wilderness. And after all, 
Simon is the one to discovered the 
truth ( the moral epicenter of the 
novel) and is sacrificed by the oth-
ers as a result.   
 However, Simon’s death 
does not result in salvation or res-
urrection. In fact, quite the opposite 
happens, and so one cannot take 
this novel in the guise of a Christian 
allegory. The parallels are made 
simply to emphasize the moral 
themes interwoven in the story. 
One of the more important points 
demonstrated is, of course, how 
savagery remains almost as an 
instinctive aspect of the human 
psyche, at least much more so than 
societal living.    
 In the end, we are  all still 
very much animal. And once the 
illusion of the walls fades away, 
one is left with nothing but the na-
ked mind, which has proven time 
and time again it’s potential to go to 
both extreme rather quickly: pro-
gress or regression.    

LORD OF THE FLIES 
By: Marissa Brinkman   
 Generally, one can easily 
consider ‘The Lord of The Flies’ as 
a brilliant literary work, as WIlliam 
Golding seems to have fruitfully 
mastered the art of the classic sur-
vival story. It is an unfortunately 
overlooked novel in the modern 
world, as it has been filtered 
through the tedious, required cur-
riculum of the educational system. 
With this filter covering the eyes of 
students; it is an easy book to 
overlook, as children can all too 
easily be irrational when determin-
ing literary merit. This very irration-
al and beastly nature is illustrated, 
wonderfully tragic, in Golding’s 
novel.     
 The story revolves around 
a group of young boys, mere chil-
dren, who have been stranded on 
a deserted island in the aftermath 
of a plane crash. The protagonist, 
Ralph (later to become the central 
symbol of civilization and order), 
finds a conch shell (which later 
symbolizes unity) landing on the 
island and blows into it, sounding it 
off much like a horn. The boys, 
who were scattered all over the 
island, immediately rushed to the 
sound, uniting them in the tropical 
wasteland. At this point we come 
into contact of the antagonist, 
Jack, who is the leader of a boy’s 
choir group- he represents savage-
ry and the desire for power.  
 The boys, still caught up in 
their own innocence, are able to 
work together (more or less) to find 
food and water. They are even 
able to make a fire by concentrat-
ing the sun’s rays through Piggy’s 
glasses (the symbol of intelligence 
and rationality). They later seem to 
rather subconsciously create a sort 
of Godhead to their amateur civili-
zation, known as “The Beast”. As 
their innocence hastens to falter, 
they go so far as to offer the Beast 
sacrifices and worship it as a deity. 
Soon enough the wild all about 
them seeps into their bones, and 
little by little their innocence begins 
to tarnish by the harsh quality of 
their living. The boys then proceed 
to split off into sides- most of them 
going with Jack, who has become 
drunk with power lust and thirsty 
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Genre: Drama, Horror, Thriller 
 
Starting: Abigail Spencer, Chad Michael Murray and Katee Sackhoff  
 
Synopsis: "The Haunting in Connecticut 2: Ghosts of Georgia" will be ex-
pected in theaters the first of February. Building on the terror of "A Haunt-
ing in Connecticut," this horrifying tale traces a young family’s nightmarish 
whirlwind into a centuries-old Southern hell. When Andy Wyrick (Chad Mi-
chael Murray,  from "House of Wax") moves his wife Lisa (Abigail Spencer, 
from "Mad Men") and daughter Heidi to an historic home in Georgia, they 
quickly discover they are not the house’s only guests. Joined by Lisa’s free
-spirited sister Joyce , the family soon comes face-to-face with a bone-
chilling mystery born of a deranged desire. A haunting secret rising from 
underground and threatening to bring down anyone in its path. Keep your 
eyes out for this horror film. 

AMERICAN HORROR STORY 
ASYLUM 
By: Natalie Bulit   
 Have you heard of the new hot show, 
American Horror Story Asylum? It’s almost done 
for the season, and the ratings are even better 
than first season’s. People are saying that this 
has been the scariest series yet to come out to 
television. Although this series is packed with 
confusion and mystery, people seem to love it. 
Every episode consists of a flashback with in-
volves one of the patients in the Asylum before 
they were exiled to the Asylum. The flashback 
shows how, when, and why they were considered 
mentally ill. Then in a blink of an eye, the shower 
brings you back to the present, to the hell hole of 
the Mental Asylum ran by nuns and priest and 
the people of god. In the present time, there is a 
conflict with one of the nuns that has gone crazy 
with “The Devil” inside of her, but only one other 
nun notices that and is now labeled as one of the 
patients. The nun that has gone evil is helped by 
the patients to make people believe that she is a 
good nun that should be at the top of the board. 
While other patients are trying to figure out how 
to escape, they know they do not belong in a cra-
zy Asylum. 
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        The Zeitgeist is the official publication of Mi-
ami Springs Senior High School, 751 Dove Ave-
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3585.  It was established as an open forum for 
student expression and is published by the jour-
nalism students for the entire student body. 

         The opinions expressed in this publication 
are not necessarily those of the faculty and ad-
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newspaper staff and its editors.  The Zeitgeist 
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reject, edit or shorten letters.  We also welcome 
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          The Zeitgeist accepts all legal advertise-
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