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MIT’s Inspirational Teacher 
Award  

MSSH welcomes 
Principal Rodriguez By: Farah Naz and Dayane Sanchez  

 On Saturday October 22, 2011, Sam Koski 
was presented with the 2011 MIT Inspirational 
Teacher Award for successfully inspiring and moti-
vating student at Miami Springs Sr. High School to 
achieve excellence at the Ft. Lauderdale Museum 
of Discovery and Science. Mr. Koski was nominat-
ed by Dr. Angela Chang, a former 1993 MSSH 
graduate and Mu Alpha Theta member, from the 
MIT media lab. Many of his current students and 
wife were present to witness this great achieve-
ment.     
 Since graduating from MSSH 20 years 
ago, Dr. Angela Chow was finally, after going to 
MIT for her bachelor's degree and having a family 
of her own, able to nominate Mr. Koski for this 
award.  MIT was hosting a special event along with 
FIRST Robotics (a program for inspiration and 
recognition of science and technology). Dr. Angela 
Chang was presenting her doctoral thesis topic at 
this event, and it just so happens that she was the 
one who nominated him for the award; so it was a 
happy coincidence that she was there to introduce 
him.     
 Due to Mr. Koski’s involvement in all types 
of teaching and learning, starting from working at 
summer camps, nursing homes, and studying mu-
sic, art, math and computers.  He worked as a 
teaching assistant while getting his masters in 
Mathematics at UM. His interest in sports led him 
to become the coach of MSSH Girl’s Volleyball 
Team for decades.  All these things contribute to 
his understanding of teamwork and desire to work 
with young people.    
 Mr. Koski has inspired a lot of his students, 
by putting so much energy and time into his curric-
ulum. He teaches the same course every year, yet 
no year is like the previous one. He doesn’t guide 
himself by time consuming lessons plans. Instead, 
he researches and communicates with other ex-
perts in the field of education finding new ways to 
present the material or teach the students. 
 At first sight, students are intimidated by 
him, but as they get to know him and spend time 
with him during class or via the math club they 
grow to love and respect him. Moreover, Mr. Koski 
doesn’t let students talk him out of this traditional 
ways, such as his tedious notebook, which actually 
improves one’s organizational skill; something that 
many students lack.    
 As a result of all of his hard work and com-
mitment Mr. Koski has been preparing his students 
for college which leads them to become successful 
adults such as Dr. Angela Chow. Mr. Koski's stu-
dents never forget him!  They go off to college and 
are thankful that they didn't pick the easy way out.   

By: Grethel Villalobos     
 This year, the Golden Hawk family says good-
bye to Mr. Ennis and welcomes Ms. Anna. L Rodriguez 
as our new Miami Springs Senior High School princi-
pal. Mrs. Rodriguez brings her talent and experience 
from Ponce De Leon Middle School. This is the first 
time that she oversees a high school. However, she is 
no rookie to the school system since she has been a 
part of it for 18 years.  Mrs. Rodriguez graduated from 
the University of Miami and is currently pursuing her 
doctorate degree at Florida International University.  
She feels that the transition from her current middle 
school administration to our high school has been a 
smooth one. “I was at a high school before, and I’m 
used to the fast pace,” she states.  She is happy that 
she was given the opportunity to take on this position 
and is ready to confront our school’s challenges.  Alt-
hough she is an experienced administrator, her ca-
reer goals have taken on a different path than she 
previously expected. “I wanted to be a singer as a 
kid,” she states, and then, “I wanted to be a politician 
and go to law school.” Whatever decisions led her to 
become an educator and an administrator, we’re hap-
py to officially call her our new principal.  Mrs. Rodri-
guez is an avid art collector and enjoys traveling the 
world in her spare time.  She has visited Europe and 
China on multiple occasions and enjoys different cul-
tures.  She has a keen love for history and taught the 
subject before becoming an administrator. She ex-
pects to run the school similar to previous principals, 
but is focusing on certain aspects that will improve 
our school greatly, “I’m looking forward to a great 
school year. I’m excited to make this an A school 
again.” She brings her wisdom and years of experi-
ence to our high school and we are lucky to have such 
a talented administrator. We’re sad that Mr. Ennis 
left, but we wish him the best in his endeavors and 
are glad that Mrs. Rodriguez is anxious to apply fresh 
and innovative ideas that will greatly improve our 
school’s ratings. Her advice for this school year is, 
“for students to be in class on time because by miss-
ing one minute, they’re losing valuable time. High 
school is preparation for real life and everyday should 
be like a job interview.  Students should be preparing 
to be a successful part of society,” she states.  She 
advises that the best policy for dealing with students 
and faculty alike is to approach them with honesty 
and transparency.  On behalf of MSSH, we welcome 
Mrs. Rodriguez as our new school leader.  

Sam Koski was awarded the MIT In-
spirational Teacher Award.  Dr. Ange-
la Chang, 1993 MSSH graduate, nom-
inated him. 
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MIT’s Inspirational Teacher 
Award  

By: Ivan Perez    
 The 2011-2012 year has brought 
our hawk family new members! Such is the 
case of Mrs. Calixte-Jackson, a social stud-
ies teacher who joined our school’s won-
derful faculty last October. Mrs. Calixte-
Jackson transferred to our school from 
Madison Middle School in an effort to allevi-
ate the immense student numbers in social 
studies classes.  The first few weeks of 
school, social studies classes were leveled;  
at 25 as the magic number of students that 
each class must have to comply with the 
“Class Size Reduction Amendment” ap-
proved in Florida in 2002. Therefore, when 
various students were obtained from differ-
ent classes and grades, they were as-
signed to Mrs. Calixte-Jackson. As previ-
ously mentioned, Mrs. Calixte-Jackson was 
a middle school teacher. She taught World 
Geography to sixth graders, Civics to sev-
enth graders and American History to 
eighth graders. Working at Miami Springs 
Senior High is Mrs. Calixte-Jackson’s first 
experience working at a high school. She 
currently teaches “freshmen” and “seniors” 
at our school. After she graduated from the 
University of Florida and obtained a Bache-
lors Degree, she was hired by her former 
seventh grade science teacher, and since 
then she worked at Madison Middle. She is 
currently pursuing a Masters degree at No-
va Southeastern University. An interesting 
fact about Mrs. Calixte-Jackson is that she 
encountered Coach Jay once again at our 
school. The last time she had seen him was 
when she was his Physical Education stu-
dent in seventh grade. It is always very de-
lightful to have new members in the hawk 
family. Welcome to our wonderful school, 
Mrs. Calixte-Jackson! 

Teacher Feature: Ms. 
Calixte - Jackson 

Current students who attended the event. 
LtoR: Pablo Hernandez, James Eby, Orlan-
do Laney, (Koski, Dr. Chang), Henry Laney, 
Thais Correia, Veronica Padron, Steven 
Winchester. 

Above, the students enjoy the many scien-
tific exhibits at the Ft. Lauderdale Museum 
of Discovery and Science. 

So. Florida International Car Show 
By: Reinaldo Llerena     
 The annual South Florida International Car Show revved its 
way into the Miami Beach Convention Center from October 28 – 
November 6. The Car Show featured a variety of Sports Cars, Exot-
ic Super cars, as well as luxury cars.  A number of foreign brands 
also participated in the event, such as Ferrari, Aston Martin, BMW, 
Volkswagen, and Hyundai, to name a few. The show also featured 
concept cars such as the Cadillac Ciel, a replacement for the STS, 
Cadillac’s largest production car. The Show featured an area called 
the “Green Way”, which dedicated itself to fuel-efficient hybrids and 
electric cars, such as the Honda Insight and the electric Nissan 
Leaf. The show also had attractions, such as Camp Jeep, where 
people could drive Jeeps over a treacherous and rigorous obstacle 
course, as well as the “Ride and Drive” attraction.   
 Overall, the Car Show was more focused on family-style 
cars, which featured many Kias, Volkswagens, as well as Fords. As 
the price of gas hovers at the $3.50 range, many new models from 
these companies can get up to 40 mpg and were relatively cheap, 
considering where the economy has been the last few years. But, 
don’t think of this year’s show as boring because it had a mix of gas
-guzzling sports cars as well. For example, Lexus featured its brand
-new supercar, the LFA, at the show and Mercedes featured its 
SLS AMG, which contains the most powerful Naturally Aspirated V8 
in the known universe. Also, Audi showed off its family side by re-
vealing the new Q7, a luxury SUV with two rows and more LED’s 
then you can count. Ford also showcased the new Explorer, which 
unlike the Audi, is much cheaper to own and drive because both the 
Audi and the Ford get about 20 mpg. However, since the Audi runs 
on premium or diesel fuel, it is much more expensive than the Ford 
and gives off more Carbon Dioxide emissions as well.   
 The South Florida Car Show witnessed the rise of Japa-
nese motoring in action. Japanese cars have always been competi-
tively priced, and more reliable than a bicycle. Leading the pack of 
Japanese motoring was Hyundai and Nissan. Nissan has intro-
duced their brand-new GTR, a 532 hp four wheel drive V6 super-
car. Never before has this type of car been imported to the United 
States. Nissan also introduced their new idea of making a family 
SUV a convertible with the new Murano Convertible. The only dis-
appointment to the Nissan family was the Armada, a big SUV with 
three rows that seats up to eight passengers. Both the design on 
the exterior and the interior has not changed since 2006. It is also 
not economical getting an average of 12 mpg. Hyundai is more fo-
cused on young adults and middle class families. With cars such as 
the new Veloster and the Genesis, Hyundai is trying to grab the 
attention of middle class families. In the new Veloster, people can 
plug in their Xbox 360 console and play video games while parked 
on its seven inch touch screen.      
 Even with all of these new models coming out, the Car 
Show disappointed many car fanatics by having too much empty 
space. The Green Way only showcased about five hybrids and two 
electric cars, the Nissan Leaf and the 
Mitsubishi I. Another disappointment 
was the absence of the Million Dollar 
Alley, which was replaced by 
memory lane. Although the Car 
Show was a big success with bring-
ing potential customers information 
about the new models coming out, 
the show also disappointed car fa-
natics everywhere by having too 
much empty space.  

The Occupy movement has reached Miami 
By: Jennifer Alteta    
 "Occupy Miami is a leaderless consensus move-
ment in solidarity with Occupy Wall Street and the world-
wide Occupation Movement. We Are The 99% that will 
no longer tolerate the 1% wielding the power they gained 
with a promise to serve in our best interests but instead 
serve themselves." These are one of the first words 
found on the Occupy Miami website http://
occupymia.org/. Yes its true the movement has reached 
home meetings of large groups of protesters at Stephen 
P. Clark Government Center 111 Northwest 1st Street, 
Miami, FL 33128.      
 The Miami protesters first met on October 1st at 
the torch of friendship, and have been extremely active 
ever since with regular Saturday meetings. On October 
10th they had a meeting at the Miami workers center to 
meet with more experienced protesters and inform oth-
ers who were not able to attend Saturday meetings, but 
still wished to help the cause.  On October 26th,  a meet-
ing was held to inform Miami's protesters on the rights 
they have when encountering the police, but luckily there 
has been little violence toward Miami's protesters. Unlike 
in California and Oakland where hundreds of protesters 

have been injured by the police use of pepper spray; 
some people being reportedly pulled by the hair and 
dragged, others getting their heads split open in worse 
scenes. However, Miami does face the legal possibility of 
movement. A recent letter sent to the protesters by the 
Miami-Dade county building manager said that the con-
struction of surveillance equipment would be taking place 
in the near future and that this would require the protes-
tors to move from their location because of a large crane 
that would need to be used to aid in construction. The 
protesters are less than thrilled to say the least and re-
quest that people sign their petition in order to allow them 
to remain where they are. The petition can be found on 
their website. 
    On Black Friday, all of the occupier’s websites and 
blogs were supporting “No Shop Friday” or local Friday as 
they were called. Urging people to buy from local mom 
and pop stores and to avoid big chains as much as possi-
ble in order to stimulate neighborhoods and help bring 
people closer to their neighborhood businesses. Miami's 
Occupy camp consists of about 50 tents housing between 
80 and 100 people each night. It grew to about 1,000 
when marching through blocked-off streets from Little Ha-

vana to Brickell, chanting against big business and the 
growing economic struggle. Once again the protesters 
are luckily not being subjected to violence by the police. 
The Occupy Miami demonstrators say that even though 
cops monitor the camp closely they mainly leave them 
be. It’s a movement that will continue to grow, keep your 
eyes peeled because Florida is overrun with occupy 
movements, from Tampa, to Orlando, to Gainesville. 
They are the 99% and they are here to stay. 

 

Gables Stage presents its adaptation of Shake-

speare’s Julius Caesar to select 10th grade classes. Photo: Ivan Perez 
Photo: Rey Llerena 

Photo: Julian Reina 

Photos courtesy of Ms. Wever 

Photo: Jennifer Alteta 

https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.occupywallst.org/?width=1000%26height=1000%26iframe=true�
https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://occupymia.org/�
https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://occupymia.org/�
https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://occupymia.org/�
https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://occupymia.org/�


 

 

Feature Page 3 

By: Jennifer Martinez   
 Do you know what ever happened 
to Driver’s Education? To drive your own 
"sweet ride" has always been at the top of a 
long list of priorities for teens. No doubt it’s 
a great feeling of independence and self-
sufficiency. MSSH provided Driver’s ED in 
part thanks to the Night School program, but 
due to budget cuts, it was eliminated from 
the schedule or classes. Driver’s ED provid-
ed a vital opportunity for many students to 
take a class that taught “how” to drive in a 
safe and confined environment. Once certi-
fied, the student would receive his/her driv-
er’s license and a voucher for a reduction in 
their vehicle’s insurance. With so many 
teens statistically getting into accidents, 
among the many electives in high school, 
this is a course that is unbelievably over-
looked. Parents usually don’t have the time 
to teach their son or daughter how to drive, 
nor do they have the necessary funds to 
hire an independent company that charges 
by the hour. Therefore, Driver’s ED provided 
a valuable and necessary service.  
 I was surprised myself when I found 
out that Driver’s ED was not being offered 
this year. I was hoping that perhaps it had 
been re-instated to the curriculum. After the 
initial shock and disappointment, I consid-
ered other elective options, Journalism. Yet,  
I still wonder, is there a way to save Driver’s 
ED? Can’t it be made a semester course 
and attach a nominal fee to the class to pay 
for the gasoline like they do for clubs. Or 
have Night School start the program again, 
or we can ask for donations. There has to 
be a reasonable solution.   
 Many seniors would not have sacri-
ficed Driver’s ED for other activities, espe-
cially when prices in activities have not been 
substantially lowered. The activities are not 
less expensive - Homecoming was $50.00 
before it was moved to the Gym, Senior 
Luncheon is $40.00, Grad-Bash is $120.00, 
I can just imagine the expense for Prom. 
Where are the savings? "I don't like it“ says 
Jessica Horta. "I really wanted to take Driv-
ers Ed this year, but now I’m on my own to 
try to get my license."  The seniors are not 
the only ones that want the class back, but 
the under classmen feel the loss as well. In 
general students feel, although it was per-
haps a necessary cut, “it was still a bad idea 
to take the class away because people 
need to learn how to drive". After speaking 
to approximately 37 seniors, only 10 said 
they would be graduating with a Driver’s 
License thanks to Drivers Ed. And the ques-
tion remains, will the Hawks ever see the 
inside of these vehicles again? 

To drive or not to drive 

By: Kristen Amaro and Scottie 
Lopez 
    Do you know what diabetes 
is? If you don't, diabetes can be sci-
entifically defined as a defect of the 
human body to be able to convert 
glucose (sugar) to energy. Glucose 
is the main source that we need in 
our body, which food is then being 
digested and converted to fat, pro-
tein, or carbohydrates. Carbohy-
drates are contained in foods that 
are being affected by blood sugar.  
    There are two types of dia-
betes you should be aware of. The 
first type, Type 1, is when the insulin 
produced is defective and can not 
move glucose (sugar) into cells. 
10% of people have Type 1. The 
second type is Type 2, which 90% of 
people have. Type 2 Diabetes is 
caused by the lack of physical activi-
ty, health diets, obesity, etc.  
    The following are different 
methods of testing for diabetes: 
*Fast Blood Sugar-A normal person 
would have 80-90 mg/dl, while a 
person with diabetes has 126 mg/dl 
and/or higher. *Random Blood Sug-
ar-A normal person would have 80-
139 mg/dl, while a diabetes person 
would have 200 mg/dl and/or higher. 
    What should you do if you 
have diabetes? First, go to your doc-
tor to get checked up. Second, be 
active! Run or walk everyday for at 
least 30 minutes. Third, be careful in 
what you eat. Try to eat as healthy 
as possible. Forth, check your blood 
constantly to see if you are above or 
below normal. So please go get 
checked to see if you have diabetes. 
It is always better to be safe than 
sorry.    
 Most Americans don’t con-
sider diabetes a serious matter. 
They feel it is someone else’s prob-
lem. With nearly 26 million children 
and adults in America living with 
diabetes, and another 79 million at 
high risk for developing type 2 dia-
betes, the disease is taking a divest-
ing toll on our country. American has 
made November American Diabetes 
month. This year, the American dia-
betes association asked individuals 
to take a pledge and raise their hand 
to stop diabetes. 

Diabetes 
licly to account for their behavior and its 
consequences they get scared and want 
to deny everything. A bully is a person 
who has never learned to accept respon-
sibility for their behavior, wants to enjoy 
the benefits of living in the adult world, but 
who is unable and unwilling to accept the 
responsibilities of being part of the adult 
world, denies responsibility for their be-
havior and its consequences, is unable 
and unwilling to recognize the effect of 
their behavior on others, does not want to 
know of any other way of behaving and is 
unwilling to recognize that there could be 
better ways of behaving.  Bullies have low 
self-confidence and low self-esteem, and 
feel insecure about themselves. Since 
bullying is so common people think its ok, 
but its not. If your being bullied you need 
to get help right away before it gets 
worse. Tell the bully to stop bothering you 
and that you’re not afraid of him/her, Walk 
away from the bully, and finally tell an 
adult you trust about your problems with 
the bully.  
~ Bullying wasn't okay in elementary 
school and it isn't okay now, especially 
when it comes in front of a U.S. Supreme. 
~ John Doolittle 

By: Juliet Robles and Kassandra Perez
 We have been dealing with bul-
lies for years and it has become a very  
common issue. We have people who bully 
yet they swear up and down they’re not 
bullies. So do people really know the mean-
ing of bullying? I doubt  it. Bullying is a per-
sistent unwelcome behavior, which mostly 
consists of unwanted or invalid criticism, nit
-picking, fault-finding, as well as exclusion, 
isolation, being singled out and treated dif-
ferently, being shouted at, humiliated, ex-
cessive monitoring, having verbal and writ-
ten warnings  imposed, and much more.  
So why would a person be low enough to 
do such a thing? A bully bullies to avoid 
facing up to their inadequacy, which is lack-
ing something.  Or, is not enough to meet 
their particular needs, and not doing some-
thing about it, to avoid accepting responsi-
bility for their behaviors and the effect it has 
on others, to reduce their fear of being seen 
for what they are, usually a weak, inade-
quate and often incompetent individuals, 
and to put the attention away from their in-
adequacy. When the bullying has a focus 
on race or gender it is expressed as racial 
prejudice or harassment, or sexual discrimi-
nation and harassment, and so on. Truth 
hurts huh? Yet when a bully is called pub-

Bullying happens all of the time 

Environmental 
Pollution 
By: Nathan Vargas   
 Environmental  pollution  repre-
sents  one  of  the  greatest  problems  
our  world  is  facing  now causing  dam-
age  to  the  environment. Environment  
pollution  is  made  of  five  types  of  
pollution: air pollution, water  pollution, 
soil  pollution, noise  pollution, and  light 
pollution. Air  pollution  is  the  most  
harmful  form  of  pollution  in  the  at-
mosphere. It  is  caused  by  smoke  
coming  from  cars, buses, trucks, and  
factories, namely  sulphur  dioxide, car-
bon  monoxide  and  nitrogen  oxides. 
Even  smoke  from  burning  leaves  
and  cigarettes  are  harmful  to  the  
earth  causing  a  lot  of  damage  to  
human beings around the world. 
 Water  pollution, caused by in-
dustrial  waste  products released  into  
lakes, rivers, and  other  water  bodies, 
has  made  marine  life  no  longer  hos-
pitable. People  pollute  water  with  
large  scale  disposal  of  garbage, flow-
ers, ashes  and  other  household  
waste.     
 Soil  pollution, noise  pollution  
and  light  pollution  are  damaging  the  
world  at  an  alarming  rate. Soil pollu-
tion is a result of acid rain, contaminat-
ed water, and fertilizers. It  happens  
when  chemicals  are  released  by  spill  
or  underground  storage  tank  leakage,  
which  releases  heavy  contaminants  
into  the  soil. These may include hydro-
carbons, heavy metals, MTBE, herbi-
cides, pesticides, and chlorinated hydro-
carbons.  Noise  pollution  include  air-
craft  noise, car  noise, bus  noise, truck  
noise, vehicle  horns, loudspeakers, and  
industry  noise, as  well  as  high-
intensity  sonar  effects  which  are  very  
harmful  for  the  earth.   
 Light pollution includes  light  
trespass, over-illumination  and  astro-
nomical  interference. 

The mirrors reflection 
By: Hailee Gonzalez   
 Does the mirror lie? Or do we lie to 
ourselves? That should be the question. 
Everywhere we turn there seems to be an 
advertisement of some sort of magical pill 
that will 'fix' all of our problems. What prob-
lems do we need fixing? The advertisers 
who promote these 'miracles' often show a 
perfectly shaped woman or a godly built 
man. We're all kidding ourselves. We be-
lieve that is the specific way to a happier 
life. It's not. We have this concept on image 
that we must all look perfect. To 'Wow' the 
crowd in that respect. The concept we live 
by is always relative to 'fixing' what is bad. 
We look at ourselves and find our flaws, find 
a way to redefine it into something others 
want to see.  

 The way society and the media 
wants us to look. It's done because what we 
tend to find isn't good enough for others. 
This obsession with tending to be as perfect 
as possible is but a dream. We're all flawed. 
Most of us will never look like that. It's im-
possible. Yet, that isn't the problem. This 
obsession leads to low self-esteem, eating 
disorders, depression and feelings of un-
worthiness. As dramatic as I may sound, it's 
true. With this concept of how we're meant 
to look embedded in our head, anything is 
possible. Our inner critic is nitpicking many 
lives causing great havoc and affects the 
way we live. The fault-findings we see is 
endless in our mind. We'll denounce our-
selves as subhuman with disgust because 
we're not what others want to see. 
 We shouldn't feel like that. Being 
male or female, we all are capable of strug-
gling with this body-image distortion phe-
nomenon. But, we should not let it affect our 
lives. Being able to look in front of a mirror, 
grinning in happiness at who you are, and 
who you see is the best way to raise self-
esteem and boost up confidence. Not in a 
narcissistic manner or shallowness, but in 
contentment. Until we change how we view 
our imperfections and our flaws, our self-
esteem will suffer.  

FROLICS auditions commence the 
week of January 3, 2012.  

FROLICS will take place on January 
18, 2012. Tickets are $10.00. Old, yet useful vehicles sit around collecting dust while students at Springs 

wonder  why a necessary class like Driver’s ED is cut. 
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Hawk Pride 
By: Jessica Horta and Julian Reina 
 Often times most of us tend to 
support or be content with things that 
are doing well. On the other hand, 
when those things aren’t doing so well 
we tend to ignore them. Sound famil-
iar? Yes, Golden Hawks, we haven’t 
been showing enough school spirit 
lately. We only care and show support 
when we win games or are having a 
great season. Honestly, I believe the 
football team has great coaches and 
that they’re doing as best they can. 
The coaches are out there every single 
day for long hours practicing alongside 
the players. Most of us go to the 
games to just chill with our friends and 
not to actually support our team. We 
don’t motivate them enough, we just 
speak poorly of them and we have no 
right to. Some players feel that we 
don’t care about them and that can 
cause them to become unmotivated. 
 Fortunately, we had the honor 
of being able to interview Coach 
Pacheco, now ex-head coach of the 
football team. We asked him his 
thoughts on the Gazette article written 
about our schools team that spoke 
poorly on us and he said “it was very 
unprofessional and it didn‘t stick to the 
facts.” We asked him what he thought 
about the students who say if they 
were on the team they’d make it better 
and he said “anyone who thinks the 
team isn’t good enough should try out 
for the team and not just talk, talking 
doesn‘t help.” He kept stressing 
throughout the entire interview that he 
genuinely loves his team and they are 
like his second family. He told us “the 
secret to becoming great is to work 
hard everyday.” We also had the 
chance to interview a couple of football 
players. Franklin Daniels (#54) said 
that he likes to maintain positive 
thoughts at all times and feels his team 
is motivated. Jose Perez (#75) says he 
believes his team is motivated and its 
his family. He said that the Gazette 
article didn’t stick to facts and shouldn’t 
judge them. When we asked what his 
thoughts were on the students who 
judge the team he said “they don‘t un-
derstand what it is that we go through 
and all the hard work we put forth.” He 
said he’d appreciate it if we would all 
change our attitude about them. 
 Lastly, we interviewed Markel 
Eccleston (#3) who said he didn’t like 
the Gazette article. He believes that 
half the kids who say they can make 
the team better would go out there and 
not even make it. He feels we should 
support them more. “We‘re gonna 
make a comeback”, says Markel. 
 People don’t understand how 
hard these kids really work. Everyday 
in the hot sun for countless hours in 
addition to maintaining their grades at 
a level that will allow them to partici-
pate in football as well. That's not easy, 
for anyone. At least they have the 
courage to go out there and play for 
our school. Thankfully at the end of the 
Homecoming game we all cheered our 
team on, this shows our motivation for 
them. So c’mon Hawks, lets show 
them we care. “Set the bar high so 
your goal is tough to reach but you 
know if you reached it you really did 
something to be proud of.” - Greg Jen-
nings, wide receiver of Green Bay 
Packers and Champion of the Super-
Bowl. 

The Circle 
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By: Ivette Lizcano  
 The cozy city of Miami 
Springs has been around for 85 years. 
Since then, it has remained faithful to 
it's traditions and is one of the rare cit-
ies in the state of Florida that has bare-
ly succumbed to the onslaught of 
brand name markets. As shown in the 
town's popular hang-out spot, simply 
known as "The Circle." Which only has 
3 brand named shops: Starbucks, Sub-
way and Papa John's. Each well 
known and wildly advertised to the 
masses, and usually filled with custom-
ers ready to buy. These are the more 
recognizable shops for any newcomer 
to the city, but to any Springs’ resident 
or frequent visitor, they usually recog-
nize these and all the local Mom-and-
Pop shops that reside in "The Circle." 
Shops such as: Burritoville, Johnny's, 
The Cozy Corner, Big Tomato, etc. All 
are not owned by large companies, but 
usually small business owners, which 
are both well known and unacknowl-
edged. Anyone who lives, works, or 
visit's Miami Springs has heard of them 
and most likely purchased something 
at least once. But like nearly all Mom-
and-Pop shops, they are known pretty 
much only by the locals of a town. 
 Yet, if you compare a brand 
name store to a small business in a 
small town—brand name will still win. 
Which begs the question: Why? Why 
do we find ourselves drawn to the 
Brand Name shops, and not our local 
owned stores? Is it the clever market-
ing? Does the food really taste better 
there? Is the name just catchy? There 
are actually plenty of reasons as to 
why. It all depends on the person and 
community. Yet, by doing this, we risk 
losing more variety in the world, and 
even job opportunities, which our coun-
try desperately needs. Once all the 
Mom-and-Pop jobs are gone, all that 
will be left is the Brand Name stores. 
The enjoyment of trying something 
new, making something unique, and 
opening new doors will be gone. But 
thankfully, this can be avoided by just 
giving a little more support to the local 
businesses.  

made it out of clay!" for those who celebrate 
Hanukkah each night they lit up one candle 
of the Menorah. A Menorah is an eight 
branched candle holder.  Kwanzaa was cre-
ated by Doctor Maulana Karenga in 1966. 
This holiday is celebrated by African Ameri-
cans all over the world. This holiday is from 
December 6 to January 1. For Kwanzaa sev-
en candles called Mishmash Saba are placed 
inside of a seven branched candle holder. 
The candle holder also called a Kinara is 
placed on top of a mat made of straws. This 
time of the year we don’t just celebrate this 
holiday, we celebrate togetherness and it’s a 
perfect excuse to spend time with family and 
friends.   Opening our houses to vacancy all 
winter long. As we snuggle with our signifi-
cant others wearing pajamas and winter slip-
pers. Drink some good homemade hot cocoa 
burning our noses. While our houses are be-
ing taken over by holiday decorations of ei-
ther Santa’s, Reindeers, or millions of Stars 
or Menorahs, Dreidel, Kinaras. The younger 
ones put the Star on the Christmas tree and 
the family dog looks like a Reindeer. We can 
all enjoy this festive time after all is the most 
wonderful time of the year.  

By: Jennifer Martinez   
 All winter long we celebrate Christ-
mas, Hanukkah or Kwanzaa. Christmas is 
believed that Christ was born on the 25th. 
Yet, no one is quite sure on which month. The 
Catholic Church chose December as this was 
a great opportunity to compete with pagan 
holidays. Since that time we celebrate Christ-
mas on the 25th of December and even 
though this holiday has been around for a 
long time we welcome it with open arms. I 
know some have wondered "Where Santa 
Clause came from?" The origin of Santa 
Clause comes from the 4th century with Saint 
Nicholas. Saint Nicholas was well known as a 
generous man who cared about children. He 
was known all around the world because of 
his generosity.  Dutch children would put 
their wooden shoes near the fireplace where 
Saint Nicholas (Santa) would leave treats for 
them. After the Dutch colonists came to 
America in the 17th century the name Santa 
Clause was given to him. Hanukkah is holiday 
celebrated by the Jewish community; they 
receive a gift on each of the eight days of Ha-
nukkah. The children play with their Dreidel 
as they sing “oh dreidel, dreidel,dreidel I 

Winter holidays worth remembering 

By: Johana Escobar   
 Hey you! Leave him alone; pick on some-
one your own size. Have you ever been witness of 
a kid being bullied in school/and didn't have the au-
dacity to stand up for him? I have. I completely un-
derstand you because before defending ourselves, 
we think about, first minding our own business,” I’m 
in a hurry”! Or what if the bully picks on me? That’s 
totally normal. Who likes being picked on? Accord-
ing to popcenter.org, 88% or 200 from every school 
kids in school get picked on due to differences such 
as appearances personality, and religions. Some-
times even heritage. So what if some people are 
different than you? Who exactly are you to criticize 
other human beings? The younger generation, be-
lieve if you are a bully you are just an inconsiderate 
evil individual. No one is perfect and due to bullying 
more and more kids and adults commit suicide. I 
mean think of it this way, you don't physically kill 
them with your bare hands, but you do give them 
motivation to do it themselves. Everyone is different 
in their own special way. We have to respect and 
support them and most importantly love them the 
way they are! We were not born to kill each other. 
Its unbelievable how teens are hurting each other. 
Did you hear about the 14 year old classmate who 
said other were calling him nasty unnecessary 
names. He also posted ” no one in school cares 
about preventing suicide while you're the ones call-
ing me names, hitting me and tearing me down, just 
stop!”  Those were the last words that that high 
school student said. How sad is that. So please 
stop bullying. Be a hero, save a life, stand up for 
what you think is wrong. Let’s get rid of these bully-
ing tendencies that kill innocent lives more and 
more each day. Let’s save a life! 

Think before you act 

Miami Springs’ Mayor Zavier Garcia 

had the opportunity to experience what 

it’s like to be “Principal for the Day”.  

What’s with Élan  
By: Ivania Delacruz  
 To the surprise of many at 
Miami Springs Senior High, the fa-
mous literary magazine "ÉLAN" is 
back with a vengeance. After sever-
al years of absence, senior students 
with much effort were able to bring 
back the magazine under the direc-
tion of Mrs. Latoni, their sponsor. 
For those of you who haven't been 
in the school long enough to know 
what ÉLAN is, you will be pleasantly 
surprised. If you're creative and 
would like a public forum in which to 
display your artistic side, this is the 
magazine for you. Free of charge, it 
gives insight to the everyday prob-
lems we face. The stories in it can 
range from letters to loved one to 
goodbye notes.  
 During the interview with 
the staff of the magazine itself they 
stressed that not many people know 
that as part of the school anyone 
can submit work to the ÉLAN. If you 
have a specific essay you wrote for 
English class you can summit it. 
Even a poem you've kept secret 
and you want others to see how 
good it really is. Any work submitted 
can also be considered anonymous.  
“It is important students understand 
that it doesn't necessarily have to 
be written works such as letter or 
poems. Photographs, self-portraits, 
drawings, sketches, illustrations, the 
sky's the limit. "We take anything 
that expresses the person for who 
they are", says Yaritza Hernandez, 
one of the 3 staff members of the 
newly adopted magazine.  
 ÉLAN is not a journalistic 
course, but rather a club that any 
student with interest can join. It took 
much perseverance to find a spon-
sor who felt truly passionate enough 
to support the students into bringing 
back ÉLAN. For those of you who 
want to find out more information 
about the magazine and to learn 
about how to submit work, see Mrs. 
Latoni in room 306. This magazine 
will only be published once a year, 
so it's time to step up to the plate 
Springs and let’s show the world 
what we can do. 

Photo: Julian Reina 

Congratulations to Ms. 
Laney - MSSH’s Teacher 
of the Year 

Photo: Ivan Perez 
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By:  Wendy Bhram and Ashley Romeo 
 Black Friday wasn’t called “black Friday” 
until the 1960’s and wasn’t popular until the last 
two decades. Retailers have been trying to push 
people to shop the Friday after Thanksgiving day 
since the 19th and early 20th centuries. Around this 
time stores like Macy’s and Eatan’s sponsored pa-
rades the day after Thanksgiving these parades 
would be a major part of Christmas advertising 
campaigns by the stores. This would make people 
go shopping after the parades were over. Nearly 
135 million people go out to shop on Black Friday 
every year. Shoppers camp out even a couple days 
before to make sure they get there gifts. In 2010, 
212 million shoppers spent 39 billion for an aver-
age spending amount of $365.35 per person. One 
of the biggest myths about Black Friday is that 
“Black Friday” is the biggest shopping day of the 
year. In fact, it’s typically not even in the top five, 
though has cracked the ranks a few times in recent 
years. The real, biggest shopping day of the year is 
nearly always the Saturday before Christmas, ex-
cepting a few occasions where it typically then 

lence, sex, and or comedy. Must 
watch TV shows have you 
hooked and always wanting 
more. Such as the top viewed 
shows Criminal Minds, Jersey 
Shore,  and The Bad Girls Club. 
Attention seekers is all the world 
is about.   
 Technology is very ad-
dicting. First thing that comes to 
mind is an addiction to drugs. 
These two things go hand in 
hand. Drugs and technology are 
quite similar due to their with-
drawals symptoms. One with-
drawal symptom is anger; when 
people can’t get their “fix” or 
electronic device. Nervousness; 
when people try to hide the fact 
they’re always using an electron-
ic device. Like a drug fiend keep-
ing the drug away is difficult so is 
taking eyes of the computer, TV 
and cell phone screen. Other 
activities are out of the question 
when you’re hooked on electron-
ics.    
 Serious damage occurs 
when having an electronic addic-
tion. Antisocial behavior surfaces 
after being stuck on electronics 
so much you forget about your 
friends and family and your only 
priority becomes your addiction. 
Health problems due to lack of 
exercise from being on comput-
ers and cell phones all day leads 
to instant weight gain. One more 
form of damage is loss of free 
thinking. Instead of responding 
to real life situations in a mature 
manner you begin to react in 
video game mode. Also, your 
language distorts from normal to 
text mode. LOL, BTW, and KTB 
becomes involved in your every-
day language. Traumatic dam-
age happens habitually when 
you log on to your computer or 
open a text message. You may 
not know it now, but you’re caus-
ing harm to your body and mind 

By: Debrina Cummings   
 Technology ruins the 
world! Sitting on a computer 
chatting, skype-ing, tumbling, 
tweeting, or texting for hours on 
end trying to keep up on the 
latest drama, fashion, news or 
whatever keeps you up to date. 
For millions of people everyday 
technology is controlling their 
lives.    
 From China to Canada 
electronic use is skyrocketing. 
Technology is affecting all of 
the societies in the world. Espe-
cially Americans! In our Ameri-
can society electronic gadgets 
are introduced at a very young 
age. Leap frogs and toy cell 
phones turn into iPads and an-
droids. Teens are the world’s 
greatest electronic promoters.
 Going into a classroom 
without hearing buzzing or con-
stant vibration is impossible. 
The thought of paying attention 
in class is out of the question. 
All teens are thinking about is 
texting, tweeting, and Face- 
booking. As much as they up-
load their statuses and view 
pictures students’ attention 
spans are shrinking due to elec-
tronics being built to be faster 
and better, no waiting is in-
volved. Therefore, concentra-
tion spans diminish and outdat-
ed technology is banished.
 Ever wonder why dial-
up is not promoted anymore or 
the first cell phones have been 
discontinued. It definitely has to 
do with a person’s interest in 
something. On social networks 
all anyone looks for is the latest 
frenzy and what someone is 
doing. No one sits two hours to 
wait for a web page to load or 
takes a load off to watch 1930’s 
Western’s anymore. It’s be-
cause shows now a days have 
to grab your attention with vio-

Addicted to technology  
By: Julian Reina   
 Most of our society wants to be or look 
like a celebrity now–a-days. Some have the op-
portunity to look like them but others wish they 
could. Those that do don't even have to try since 
they were born looking similar to TV stars. For the 
following three seniors that look like reality TV. 
star Snooki, R&B singer Usher, and the cartoon 
character from the movies “the Incredibles “.  

Andreina Membreno 

Grade: 12 Age: 17 

Celebrity looks alike: Nicole “Snooki” Polizzi 

Andreina is a look alike for Reality TV show star 
Nicole Polizzi, better known as “Snooki” from the 
“Jersey Shore”. I have asked Andreina a few 
question regarding her looking like Snooki. I asked 
her, “Do you wish you could live the life she has?”. 
She said, “I don't wish I had her life personally, but 
it would be incredible to get millions of people 
watching me just acting crazy on a show and par-
tying all the time.” Do you enjoy the life that 
Snooki portrays on TV?”  She said, “Yes, she 
does what she wants all the time!! Gets millions of 
dollars for being on a “Reality” TV show.”  If you 
could spend the night with Snooki, what would you 
do with her? “I would definitely go to one of those 
clubs with her, party, and hit on Vinny. Also, I 
would love to GTL with them day and night be-
cause that’s there thing.” Do you look up on this 
celebrity? “She does sure sound like she has the 
good life, but she’s more out of control for me per-
sonally to be idolizing her even though she trying 
to maintain her lifestyle.” 

Jonathan Bautista  

Grade: 12  Age: 17  

Celebrity looks alike: Usher Raymond IV 
 
We all should know who this guy is but for you 
people that don’t know him...he’s number 3 on our 
school football team.  His name is Jonathan Bau-
tista though in school he's called Usher. Here are 
some question on why people call him the famous 
Usher. Have people ever told you that you look 
like Usher? Everybody, including teachers, say I 

Teenage Electronics Addictions Poll: 
Question Yes No 

Can you go a week 
without your cell 
phone, iPod, iPad, lap-
top or nook? 
  

18 14 

Would you cry if you 
broke or lost your cell 
phone, iPod, iPad, lap-
top or nook? 

17 15 

Worst punish-
ment would be: 

1. House ar-
rest for a 
week 

2. No elec-
tronics for a 
week 

3. Tests every-
day for a week 

  14 6 12 

look like Usher. During class teacher’s call me Ush-
er. Do you look up to this celebrity? Yes, I look up to 
him since I was a little boy. I actually began dancing 
because of him and Michael Jackson & Omarion, 
but only if only I could sing! Have you ever wanted 
to meet this celebrity? Of course, I would like to met 
him. I’ve seen him, but not hang around with him, 
which I wish will happen in the future. When and 
how did someone recognize you as "Usher"? Well 
my family called me that we I was about 4 or 5, but 
in this school Julian Reyes started to call me that 
without anyone knowing who I was. So, I’ll like to 
give a shout out to Julian for recognizing me as 

Usher. 

Natalie Viera 

Grade: 12  Age: 17 

Celebrity looks alike: Violet (the Incredibles) 

 
In this case we have a girl named Natalie that looks 
like the shy, animated cartoon character Violet from 
the Disney movie “The Incredibles”.  This lead me to 
have a chance to ask her questions. Has anyone 
told you that you look like this celebrity? Yes! Peo-
ple have told me that it’s the cartoon version of me 
and that I take it as compliment. Do you enjoy what 
Violet does? I enjoy what Violet does because I 
think that it’s cool how she can just disappear when 
ever she wants to. Do you wish that you were this 
celebrity for a day? I wish I was her for a day! I’d 
love to be invisible, that way if I’d play hide & go 
seek with my friends I know that I would win! Do you  
wish you’d have her celebrity life and why? I would 
love to have violets life because of the fact that 
she’s a super hero and so too is her family. 

 
 

Celebrity look-a-likes roam our halls 

ends up being the Thursday or Friday before 
Christmas, when Christmas falls on a weekend 
day. Black Friday may be an advantage or disad-
vantage to you. 

Black Friday: Millions rushed to the registers 
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By: Brandan Fisher    
 The Golden Hawks basketball team has high 
expectations for this basketball season, after having a 
rather disappointing season. Despite having majority of 
the home games, their record was (11-9) a decent rec-
ord, but not enough because they didn’t make it to dis-
tricts. Unlike last year, this year’s schedule consists of 
only 6 home games out of 22 games in total. The 
Hawks basketball team has been in a number of sum-
mer league tournaments. In two of the summer league 
tournaments, they made it to the Championship game. 
Winning one and losing the other. This loss was not all 
bad, it showed them that you can’t get complacent after 
winning a big game. After playing basketball throughout 
the whole offseason, the Hawks are ready to begin the 
regular season with an opener at North Miami. Despite 
being ranked No. 14 in their district, they’re looking to 
come out strong. They hold their future in their own 
hands, time to see where they take it. 

Robert Sanchez 
Pos: Point Guard                                                                                                                                 
No: 10                                                                                                                                                   
Ht:  5’6”                                                                                                                                                
Wt: 140 
 
1)  Robert, How have you and the team prepared for 
the regular season? 

 
”Hard work pays off, we’ve had a long summer 
with intense workouts. In the end you can never 
really be fully prepared, you just have to show 
up.”   
 

2)  As the team captain what do you tell your team-
mates for motivation before a game? 

 
“We have to play every game as if it our last. 
You never know what our future holds, so go 
120 percent while you still can.” 
 

3)  What are your expectations for this season? 
 
“I have high expectations for this season. Our 
team has gone through a lot, but I believe we 
can have a successful season. We expect noth-
ing less than a district championship.” 
 

4)  How do you feel about the different teams you’re 
going to play this year?  

 
“Personally I can care less who we play, I know 
no matter what, we’re going to give it our all 
game in and game out. ONE TEAM, ONE 
GOAL, ONE FAMILY. “Hawk’s Basketball” 

By: Juan Mendez     
 People who think the rivalry between the New 
York Yankees and the Boston Red Sox is the biggest in 
professional sports haven’t seen Barcelona and Real 
Madrid play one another.  These two clubs have been 
battling and hating one another since 1929, and this 
2011-2012 La Liga season will add at least two more 
games to the historic list. Karim Benzema is settling 
well into his second season with Real, scoring 8 Goals 
in 11 Matches. The former lyon man is a player who 
has proven he has an uncanny knack for finding the 
back of the net with his strikes.  Madrid’s French at-
tacker recorded 15 goals in just 20 games started last 
season, with five goals through seven games in the 
Spanish cup playoffs.     
 For as great Benzema may be, there’s nobody 
in the game of soccer today that quite like Barcelona’s 
Lionel Messi. If he racks up five goals, he’ll become the 
top scorer in the history of these two meetings between 
the two Spanish Powerhouses.  Normally, I’d say the 
latter has a better chance of happening next season, 
but because it’s the masterful Argentine, he could do it 
in two games. Last season, these two teams met four 
times in less than two weeks, including their previous 
meetings, this led to some unsportsmanlike conduct 
between the two.     
 In the match where Barcelona blew out Madrid, 
the Real players targeted Messi and tried to injure the 
Barca man with just minutes left within the game. This 
shows how intense these matches get. It would come 
as no surprise to see these two team rack up yellow 
cards and maybe one or two red cards when they meet 
up this year.  Madrid vs. Barca games are always one 
of the most watched games of the year in professional 
sports, and with so many eyes glued to a match involv-
ing two bitter rivals, tempers are bound to flare up at 
some point. Despite many of these players being in the 
national team, when it’s the red and blue of Barca 
against the white of Real Madrid, all friendships are put 
on hold because of the loyalty each player has to their 
Club.       
 Between the Summer transfer window, these 
two already talented squads where able to acquire 
even more elite talent from around the soccer world.  
Barca was able to Buy players such as Alexis Sanchez 

and Cesc Fabregas, while Madrid lured midfielder Nuri 
Sahin and Portuguese Defender Fabio Coentrao.  That 
being said, Real Madrid and Barcelona have talent on 
their rosters, and it would be hard to imagine them not 
meeting up in the Copa del Rey final once again this 
season.      
 Both teams have an immense amount of talent, 
and both teams have a great chance at winning any of 
these matches between them.  With that said my pre-
diction is that Barcelona sweeps their rivals. They’re 
fresh off a champion’s league title and have made 
some game-changing improvements to an already 
deadly squad.  Nobody can doubt what Kaka, Cris-
tiano Ronaldo and of course, Iker Casillas can do on 
the field, but it would seem that Barcelona has just too 
much firepower this year to be denied a season sweep 
in the El Clasico Games.   

REAL MADRID v. BARCELONA (EL CLASICO) 

Getty Images/ESPN 

SPORT SPOTLIGHT: Aldemaro Vasquez 
Class: Senior 

Position: Catcher 

Number: 11 

AVG: 480  

THR: Right  

HTS: Switch 

List of colleges “AJ” is considering: Committed to Lake Erie Col-

LET’S GO HAWKS! 

By: Rolando Gonzalez     
 What’s up Hawks! Here’s an article for all you sport 
fanatics about our home team. The Marlins are proud to an-
nounce that there is some light being shed! Now as we all 
know the Marlins just completed their last season at or Sun 
Life Stadium. You may also know that the Marlins have been 
building a new stadium in Little Havana and their even going 
to have what is being referred to has “the best homerun sign 
ever”. The Marlins are also having a new uniform, which 
consist of a crazy amount of colors! With the change in uni-
forms came a change in logo and name, the Marlins have 
rebranded themselves as the “Miami Marlins”. The new logo 
consists of a big colorful ”M” with the colors red-orange, yel-
low, and blue, signifying the colors of Miami, according to 
Marlins owner Jeffrey Loria. So be sure to watch out for that 
and Marlins fans are extremely excited about the new stadi-
um. The Marlins are pleased to announce that they have 
acquired new members to the roster! Our first and most im-
portant new member is Ozzie Guillen, the manager. After all, 
he will be the manager leading the Marlins to the playoffs 
this year and who knows maybe go all the way. The next 
newest member is Heath Bell. The Marlins signed him to a 
three year deal worth $27 million and the Marlins are hoping 
he comes through and leads them to a few extra wins this 
year. Also, the Marlins have acquired Jose Reyes. This 4 
time all-star is now a Marlin, but with a contract of 106 mil-
lion dollars over the next six years with a club option for a 
seventh year for 22 million. There are still rumors about get-
ting Albert Pujols for an incredible 10 years worth over $200 
million. The chances of this happening are slim since the 
Marlins are one of the two possible teams he can sign with. 
Keep your fingers crossed guys because the Marlins think 
that they are going to have a great season this year!  

Marlins make a splash at the 
Winter Meetings in Dallas 

Basketball 
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FILM: 

BOOKS: 

By: Jennifer Alteta   
 The Miami book fair has always been 
a place for authors and book lovers alike. A 
crowded, warm, exciting place to connect with 
your inner bibliophile. But this year it had an 
extra treat in store. Chuck Palahniuk, author 
of Fight Club, Lullaby, Diary, and many more 
was in Miami for his 'Blow Your Brains Out' 
tour promoting his new book Dammed which 
is his take on the classic breakfast club, but 
with his signature twist. Palahniuk had a lot 
planned for this small, almost exclusive event. 
Publicity was minimal for the conference, but 
that didn't stop people from as far as Utah 
and New York from attending the fair. The 
conference began with Palahniuk looking out 
into the audience calmly and saying "The 
world is filled with wonderful tales...tonight will 
not be that." and then proceeding to smile 
and casually tell story one of his friends had 
recently told him at a dinner, as if the audi-
ence wasn't a group of strangers there to 
hang on his every word, but simply as if they 
were old friends catching up. 
      After the intro, Palahniuk informed the 
crowd that they would be playing games 
throughout the night to keep things fun. In 
order to start the games, Palahniuk had the 
crowd chant "Deviled egg, of deviled egg, 
make my dreams come true" when a girl in an 
egg costume, complete with a set of devil 
horns and tail appeared from behind a near-
by curtain and began throwing inflatable 
brains into the audience. She then instructed 
those lucky enough to catch these inflatables 
to blow them up while chucking candy bars at 
the rest of the audience. The first two were 
able to inflate the brains received two books 
personally picked out by Palahniuk himself. 
When the first game was over Palahniuk 
calmed the room and began reading his latest 
short story 'Romance' and later on he read 
'Guts' after it was demanded of him by sever-
al members in the audience.   
 During his reading of 'Guts', one of 
his more disturbing tales, leading several 
people to flee the room. One woman fainted, 
and another suffered from a seizure half way 
through the reading. Each time the room 
stopped, Palahniuk looked out at the audi-
ence and asked if he should continue once 
the first initial panic of the incident had 

By: Jewelissa Medkiff   
 Breaking Dawn is the fourth and 
final novel of the Twilight saga. The au-
thor of the amazing saga as we all well 
know is Stephanie Meyer. Meyer divided 
the Breaking Dawn novel into three parts. 
The first part and the third sections are 
written from the perspective of Bella 
Swan. The second part is written form the 
perspective of Jacob Black. The novel 
then follows the events of the previous 
novel eclipse. In Breaking Dawn, Bella 
and Edward Cullen get married, which 
leaves Jacob with a broken heart. As the 
story continues, Bella goes through an 
unexpected situation and faces many 
challenges, Bella does what she has to do 
to undergo the ultimate challenge and 
fights the last and final battle to save her 
life.  The novel Breaking Dawn was re-
leased on August 2, 2008 at midnight. 
There were 3.7 million copies; over 1.3 
million were sold in the U.S.  And 20,000 

Breaking Dawn - Part I 
in the U.K. in the first 24 hours of the 
books release. The book Breaking Dawn 
was very successful, selling over 6 mil-
lion copies in the year 2008, and this 
novel was the third bestselling novel of 
2008. The movie was just as amazing, 
and breath taking as the incredible, sus-
penseful novel Breaking Dawn. The mov-
ie had many jumping out of their seats.
 For many days since the release 
of the movie the theaters have been filled 
with people just waiting to see this mov-
ie.  Many feared that the movie wouldn’t 
be as good as the novel, but as it turns 
out the movie lived up to expectations! 
The movie had many won-
dering what was going to 
happen next, it was very 
suspenseful. If you have not 
seen this movie or read this 
incredible novel, it’s defi-
nitely something to look out 
for.  

TRAVEL: 

calmed and the people were pronounced 
okay. One boy, who suffered from a seizure 
was later questioned on whether or not he 
was faking simply replied  "I was lost in the 
pool, man. I was lost in the pool." which 
many can relate to as Palahniuk has admit-
ted before that 'Guts' has made over 200 
pass out. 
       Not wanting the night to end on such a 
high tension note another game soon be-
gan after the reading and once again the 
audience was being pummeled with inflata-
ble's and candy. This time the inflatables 
were giant hearts and skeletons inflating 
these faster than your fellow audience 
members also gained two more people 
prized books. Palahniuk ended the night 
with a Q&A session with members from the 
audience during which he revealed the dy-
namics of his writing style and explained his 
use of a chorus, or repetition of certain sen-
tences, to build and break tension in his 
stories. He also confirmed rumors about a 
republishing of one of his most famous 
works 'Invisible Monsters' stating that this 
time it will work as he intended. "When I 
first envisioned Invisible Monsters I had 
intended it to be read like a vogue maga-
zine, you would finish one chapter and then 
physically have to jump to another part of 
the book.." 
        The book will also be in a first ever 
hard cover edition and contain 150 extra 
pages. Palahniuk was also asked to "spill 
the beans" for the film 
adaption of the book, 
but was reluctant to 
give any infor-
mation—preferring to 
simply leave it as a 
surprise. However, 
not before hinting at 
possible film adapta-
tions of his 'Haunted' 
and 'Rant' and all too 
soon after the Q&A 
the conference was 
over and people piled 
out of the Chapman auditorium to quickly 
get their hands on the limited signed copies 
of Palahniuk books being sold outside.  
 

Chuck Palahniuk 
By: Iman Delrosario & Alexa De-
Pablo    
 Since we live Florida and not 
up north in the frigid cold, we have 
the benefit of being able to do more 
things during the winter, seeing as 
we don't have to spend the days 
shoveling snow and freezing indoors. 
Alas, most of us spend the majority 
of holiday season thinking about 
what we're going to do rather than 
doing it. So here are a few things you 
may want to consider doing  

 Volunteer at a chil-
dren's hospital- Do you know how 
wonderful it'd be see to those little 
kids smiling up at you because 
someone besides family decided to 
visit?  

 Bake - Bake anything. Cup-
cakes, brownies, cakes, pies, cake-
pops, fruit cake, anything. Just bake. 

 Decorate your car - Get some 
washable spray paint that's safe to 
use on cars and decorate it in the 
holiday spirit. Like Santa's sleigh!  

 Ice Skating - Whether or not 
you're terrible at this go ice skating 
with friends. You may fall flat on your 
butt, but at least you're having fun. 

 Have a snowball fight - Yes, 
we're aware that the chances of it 
snowing in Florida are one in a mil-
lion. What you can do to imitate the 
snow is get a snow-cone machine, 
crush a ton of snow, put it in an ice 
cooler, and throw away! 

 Decorate your room - If you've 
had the same room decor for a few 
years now and are just about ready 
to throw it all the window, do that! 
(Not out the window though, some-
one may get hurt...) It's about to be 
the new year so go for a new room! 

 Have a movie marathon - De-
vote an entire day to watching your 

Fun things to do during winter  
favorite movie series. 

 Go on a road trip - Go anywhere! 
Go where the wind takes you! 

 Organize - Your room, closet, book 
bag, drawers. You'll be at ease knowing 
where all your stuff is. 

 Exercise! - It's the holiday season 
meaning it's also the eat-everything-you-
want season. Most of the food we've 
been stuffing ourselves with isn't very 
healthy so exercise to get your body in 
shape. Exercising also makes you hap-
py! 

 Eating competition - Get a friend 
and see who can eat more food in under 
20 minutes. (You may feel queasy after 
so don't do this if you have a sensitive 
stomach) 

 Sleepovers - With two weeks of be-
ing school-free and being able to sleep 
until your little heart pleases have some 
friends over to sleep with you! (Don't be 
dirty now.) 

 Take A Hay Ride - Ask your parents 
to plan a night of fun for you and your 
friends. Take along blankets, caroling 
books, hot chocolate and a camera. 

 Feed The Birds - String popcorn 
and cranberries on thread and hang on a 
bush or tree. Spread pine cones with 
peanut butter, then roll or sprinkle in bird-
seed and hang on trees. Birds enjoy gifts 
too! 
 You don't have to go through 
with any of these options, but it is some-
thing to 
think over! 
Have a 
wonderful 
and safe 
holiday 
season. 

UPCOMING FILMS: 
Movie: We need to talk about Kevin 

Release Date: January 27, 2012 

Genre: Drama, Thriller 

Starting: Tilda Swinton, John C. Reilly, and Erza Miller 

Synopsis: The mother of a teenage boy who went on a high-
school killing spree tries to deal with her grief - and feelings of 
responsibility for her child's actions. 

Movie: Red Tales 

Release Date:  January 20, 2012 

Genre: Action, Adventure, Drama 

Starting: Cuba Gooding Jr., Gerald McRaney, & David Oyelowo 

Synopsis: A crew of African American pilots in the Tuskegee 
training program, having faced segregation while kept mostly on 
the ground during World War II, are called into duty under the 
guidance of Col. A.J. Bullard. 

Movie: The Woman in Black 

Release Date:  February 3, 2012 

Genre: Drama, Horror, Thriller 

Starting:  Daniel Radcliffe, Janet McTeer, & Ciaran HInds 

Synopsis: A young lawyer travels to a remote village where he discovers 
the vengeful ghost of a scorned woman is terrorizing the locals.  
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